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LETTER XLI 

Paris, September, 1805. 

My Lord, — Since my return here, I have never 
neglected to present myself before our Sovereign, on his 
days of grand reviews and grand diplomatic audiences. 
I never saw him more condescending, more agreeable, or, 
at least, less offensive, than on the day of his last levee, 
before he set out to be • inaugurated a king of Italy nor 
worse tempered, petulant, agitated, abrupt and rude than 
at his first grand audience after his arrival from Milan, 
when this ceremony had been performed. I am not the 
only one who made this remark ; he did not disguise 
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either his good or ill humour, and it was only requisite 
to ha\e eyes and ors to see and be disgusted at the 
difference of beha\iour 

I have heard a female friend of Madame Bonaparte 
explain, in part, the cause of this alteration Just before 
he set out for Ital), the agreeable news of the success of 
the first Rochefort squadron in the IVest Indies, and the 
escape of our Toulon fleet from the vigilance of your 
Lord Nelson, highly elevated his spirits, as it was the^rst 
naval enterprise of any consequence since bis reign I am 
certain that one grand naval victory would flatter his vanity 
and ambition more than all the glory of one of his most 
brilliant Continental campaigns He had also, at that tune, 
great expectations that another negotiation with Russia 
would keep the Comment submissive under his dictature, 
until he should find an opportunity of crushing your 
power You may be sure that he had no small hopes of 
striking a blow in your country, after the junction of bur 
fleet with the Spanish , not by any engagement between 
our Brest fleet and your Channel fleet, but under a suppo- 
sition that you would detach squadrons to the East and 
\\ est Indies m search of the combined fleet, which, by an 
unexpected return, according to orders, would hate then 
left us masters of the Channel, and, if joined with the 
Batavian fleet, perbips even of the North Sea By the 
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incomprehensible activity of Lord Nelson, and by the 
defeat (or, as we call it here, the negative victor}^) of 
Villeneuve and Gravina, all this first prospect had vanished. 
Our vengeance against a nation of shopkeepers we were 
not only under the necessity of postponing,’ but, from the 
unpolite threats and treaties of* the Cabinet of ‘St. Peters- 
burg with those of Vienna and St. James’, we were on 
the eve of a Continental war, and our gunboats, instead 
of being useful in carrying an army to the destruction of 
the tyrants of the seas, were burdensome, as an army was 
necessary to guard them, and' to prevent these tyrants from 
capturing or destroying them. Such changes, in so short a 
period of time as three months, might, irritate a temper 
less patient than that of Napoleon the First. 

At his grand audience here, even after the army of 
England had moved towards Germany, when the die was 
cast, and his mind should, therefore, have been made up, 
he was almost insupportable. The low bows, and the 
still humbler expressions of the Prussian ambassador, the 
Marquis of Lucchesini, were hardly noticed ; and the 
Saxon ambassador. Count de Buneau, was addressed in a 
language that no well-bred master ever uses in speaking 
to a menial servant. He did not cast a look, or utter a 
word, that was not an insult to the audience, and a dis- 
grace to his rank. I never before saw him vent his rage 
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and disappointment so mdiscnmmately ^Ve isere, indeed 
(if I may use the term), humbled and trampled upon tn 
masse Some he put out of countenance by staring angnl) 
at them, others he shocked bj his hoarse voice and harsh 
words , and all — all of us — were afraid in our turn of 
experiencing something worse than our neighbours I ob 
ser\ed more than one minister, and more than one general 
change colour, and even perspire, at His Majesty s approach 

I believe the members of the foreign diplomatic corps 
liere will all agree with me, that, at a future congress the 
restoration of the anaent and becoming euquette of the 
kings of France would be as desirable a point to demand 
from the Emperor of the French as the restoration of the 
balance of power 

Before his army of England quitted its old quarters 
on the coast, the officers and men often felt the effects 
of his ungovernable temper When several regiments of 
Grenadiers of the division of Oudinot, were defiling before 
him on the 25th of last month he frequently and seserel) 
though without cause, reprobated their manner of marching 
and once rode up to Captain Foumois, pushed him fonvards 
wath the point of a small cane calling out "Sacrc Dieu! 
Afi\ance, ycra waVR Wr* a TirfKey’ \ti “LVie Tfisim/t'?/- 
of indignation, the captain, striking at the cane with his 
sword made a push or a gesture, as if threatening tfie 
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person of Bonaparte, who called out to his aide-de-camp, 
Savary, “Disarm the villain, and arrest him!” — “It is 
unnecessary,” the captain replied: “I have served a tyrant, 
and merit my fate ! ” So saying, he passed his sword 
through his heart. His whole company stopped instantly, 
as at a word of command, and a general murmur was 
heard. “ Lay down your arms, and march out of* the file 
instantly,” commanded Bonaparte, “ or you shall be cut 
down for your mutiny by my Guides.” 'bhey hesitated for 
a moment, but the Guides advancing to surround them, 
they obeyed, and were disarmed. On the following after- 
noon, by a special military commission, each tenth man was 
condemned to be shot ; but Bonaparte pardoned them upon 
condition of serving for life in the colonies ; and the whole 
company was ordered to the colonial depots. The widow 
and five children of Captain Fournois the ne.xt morning 
threw themselves at the Emperor’s feet, presenting a peti- 
tion, in which they stated that the pay of the captain had 
been their only support. “Well,” replied Bonaparte to the 
kneeling petitioners, “ Fournois was both a . fool and a 
traitor; but, nevertheless, I will take care of you.” Indeed, 
they have been so well taken care - of that nobody knows 
what has become of them. 

I am almost certain that I am not telling you what you 
did not know beforehand in informing you that the spirit 
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of our troops is greatly different from that of the Germans 
and even from that of jour own country Every one of our 
soldiers would prefer being shot to being beaten or caned 
Flogging with us IS out of the question It may, perhaps, 
be national vanity, but I am doubtful whether any other 
army is, or can be, governed, with regard to discipline, in 
a less \iolent and more delicate manner, and, nevertheless 
be kept in subordination, and perform the most brilliant 
exploits Remember, I speak of our spirit of subordination 
and discipline, and not of our character as citizens, as 
patnots, or as subjects I have often hinted it, but I 
believe I have not explained myself so fully before, but 
my firm opinion and persuasion is that, with regard to our 
loyalty, our duty, and our moral and political principles, 
another equally inconsistent and despicable people does not 
exist m the universe 

The condition of the slave is certainly in itself that of 
vileness but is that slave a vile being who, for a bloM, 
pierces his bosom because he is unable to avenge it? 
And what epithet can be given him who braves voluntarily 
a death seemingly certain not from the love of his country, 
but from a principle pf honour, almost incompatible with 
the dishonour of bondage ? 

During the siege of kork Town, m America, we had 
during one night erected a battery, with intent to blow vp 
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a plao' win'rh. nii'onlinp i<* (lu- rcpurt <if our .''pic^. w.is 
your su' an!iuuni»i(»n. A-i-. Wi- hntl not liuu- 5o 

fnii'-h is huforc ciavli*;)',! : bus <n»u b'.iilod int'nlr 'our poundur 
was nKu.sn’cd. and our t'annouffr, she tuomt-ns bo was nbou! 
So Tiro is. v.as kilU'd. >i\ mon* fif out moti. in she .s.inu* 
.aticnspS. ihr sauio fiiSo. My ro;:tfUrtiS roii- 

stisuted sho .advatucti .!;unr<i ijt-ati's; {o t!u- spo*. nml lat 
l-aycSSo br(it!ciis sue t!w ordi-r frotu the ^ ‘onunasidfrin' 
Cliiei' So cu^ayr sotju: of niv Upon sb.as (Iosp<TaSf 

undersakits;.:, 1 spoke to tlutn. .inrl swtj advan<*cd, bus 
were Irisit ittss.atisly s]ios by y<nir sharp • shftoScrs. I tboti 
looked at my yrenadier'. wiihotis usteriny atiyshiny. when So 
niy t^ftrrow oiu- o;' tny ln--s .-md most orderly mm advatmed. 
sayiny. ‘‘My mlnjse!. p-.-rmis me to try my foitime!” 
Haviny asscusefi. In- went roldly .amidst hundreds of ItuIleSs 
wliisSlinu: nrounrl his e.irs, mS liri.- tfj she ^aantiott, whieh 
blew tij) .1 dejroS of powder, .as was cNpcfted, .and in 
the confusion relumed unhurt. La I'ayeitc tbeai [ircsentcd 
him with his purse. “ Xo. .sir,’" reified lie, “ money did 
not m.ake me venture upon sucli a perilous undertaking,” 
I understood my man. promoted him to a sergeant, and 
recommended him lo Rochamhc.au, who in some months 
Itrocured him the commission of .a snb-lieu(enant. He is 
now one of Bonaparlc’.s field-marshals, and the only one 
of that rank who has no crimes to reproach himself with. 
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Ihis man ^\as the soldier of a despot, but was not his 
action that of a man of honour, which a staunch ru 
publican of ancient Rome \iould have been proud of’ 
U'ho can explain this contradicCion ? 

This anecdote about Foumois I heard General Sa\ar} 
relate at Madame Duchatels, as a proof of Bonaparte's 
gaierouty and cletnencyy which, he affirmed, excited the 
admiration of the whole camp at Boulogne I do not 
suppose this officer to be above thirty years of age, of 
which he has passed the first twenty fi\e m orphan houses 
or in watch houses, but no tyrant ever had a more cringing 
slave, or a more abject courtier His affectation to extol 
everything that Bonaparte does, right or wrong, is at last 
become so habitual that it is naturalized, and you may 
mistake for sincerity that which is nothing but imposture or 
flattery 

This son of a Swiss porter is now one of Bonaparte's 
adjutants general, a colonel of the Gendarmes d’Elite, a 
general of brigade m the army, and a commander of the 
Legion of Honour — all these places he owes, not to \alour 
or merit, but to abjectness, immorality and servility. AVhtn 
an aide decamp with Bonaparte in Egypt, he served him as 
a spy on his comrades and on the officers of the staff, and 
was so much detested that, near Aboukir, several shots were 
fired at him in his tent by his own countrymen He js 
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supposed still to continue the same espionage ; and as a 

/ 

colonel of the Gendarmes d’Elite, he is charged with the 
secret execution of all proscribed persons or state prisoners, 
who have been secretly condemned ; a commission that a 
despot gives to a man he trusts, but dares not offer to a 
man he esteems. He is so well known that the instant he 
enters a society silence follows, and he has the whole con- 
versation to himself. This he is stupid enough to take for 
a compliment, or for a mark of respect, or an acknow- 
ledgment of his superior parts and intelligence, when, in fact, 
it is a direct reproach with which prudence arms itself 
against suspected or known dishonesty. Besides his wife, 
he has to support six other women whom he has seduced 
and ruined ; and, notwithstanding the numerous opportu- 
nities his master has procured him of pillaging and 
enriching himself, he is still much in debt ; but woe to 
his creditors were they indiscreet enough to ask for their 
payments ! The Secret Tribunal would soon seize them 

r 

and transport them, or deliver them over to the hands of 
their debtor, to be .shot as traitors or conspirators. 
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LETTER XLII 

Paris, Sepftmber, 1805 

Lord, — I am told that it was the want of pecuniar) 
resources that made Bonaparte so ill tempered on his last 
le\ee daj He would not ha\e come here at all, but pre 
ceded his arm) to Strasburg, had his minister of finances 
Oaudm, and his minister of the public treasurj, Jfarbois, 
been able to procure fort) four milhons of hiTCS — 
^1,800,000 — to pa) a part of the arrears of the troops, 
and for the speed) con\e)ance of ammuniuon and artiller) 
to^'ards the Rhine 

Immediatel) after his amval here, Bonaparte sent for 
the directors of the Banl^ of France, informing them that 
Mithin twent) four hours the) must advance him thirt) si\ 
millions of livres — ^^1,500,000 — upon the revenue of the 
last quarter of 1808 The president of the bank, Senator 
Garrat, demanded two hours to la) before the Emperor 
the situation of the bank, that His 3Iajestj might judge 
nhat sum it vras possible to spare without ruining the 
credit of an establishment hitherto so useful to the com 
merce of the empire To this Bonaparte replied that he 
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was not ignorant of the resources, or of the credit of the 
bank, any more than of its public utility ; but that the 
affairs of state suffered from every hour’.s delay, and that, 
therefore, he insisted upon having the sum demanded even 
within two hours, partly in paper and partly in cash ; and 
were they to show any more opposition, he would order 
tlie bank and all its effects to be seized that moment. 
The directors bowed and returned to the bank ; whither 
they were followed by four waggons escorted by hussars, 
and belonging to the financial department of the army 
of England. In these were placed eight ' millions of livres 
in cash ; and twenty-eight millions in bank-notes were 
delivered to M. Lefevro, the secretary-general of Marboi.s, 
who presented, in exchange, lionaparte’s bond and security 
for the amount, bearing an interest of five per cent, yearl)'. 

When this money trans.action was known to the public, 
the alarm became general, and long before the hour the 
bank usually opens the adjoining streets were crowded 
with persons desiring to exchange their notes for cash. 
During the night the directors had taken care to pay them- 
selves for the bank-notes in their own possession with silver 
or gold, and, as they expected a run,, they ordered all 
persons to be paid in copper coin, as long as any money 
of this metal remained. It required a long time to count 
those halfpennies and centimes (five of which make a sou. 
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the da) of US stoppage, sixty miUions of hvres — ;^2, 500,000 
— of the former, and fifteen millions of lures — ^^^625, 000 — 
of the latter, were m arculation , and I ha\e heard a 
banker assert that the bank had not then six millions of 
hvres — ;^25o,ooo — m money and bullion, to satisfj the 
claims of Us creditors or to honour its bills 

The shock guen to the credit of the bank by this last 
requisition of Bonaparte will be felt for a long time, and 
will with difficulty ever be repaired under his despotic 
government Even now, when the bank pajs m cash, our 
merchants make a difference from five to ten per cent 
between purchasing for specie or paying m banknotes, 
and this mistrust will not be lessened hereafter You may, 
perhaps, object that, as Jong as the bank pays, it is absurd 
for anyone possessing us bills to pay dearer than with 
cash, which might so easily be obtained. This objection 
would stand with regard to your, or any other free country, 
but here, where no payments are made in gold, but always 
in silver or copper, it requires a cart to carry away forty, 
thirty, or twenty thousand hvres, in com of these metals, 
and would immediately exate suspicion that a bearer of 
these bills was an emissary of our enemies, or an enemy 
of our Government With us, unfortunately, suspicion is 
the same as conviction, and chastisement follows it as Us 
shadow 
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A manufacturer of the name of Debrais, established in 
the Ivue St. Martin, where he liad for years carried on 
business in the woollen line, went to the bank two days 
after it had begun to pay. He demanded, and obtained, 
exchange for twenty-four thousand livres — ;,/'i,ooo — in notes, 
necessary for him to pay what was due by him to his 
workmen. 'I'he .same afternoon six of our custom-house 
oflicer.s, accompanied by jjolice agents and gendarme.s, j)ai(l 
him a domiciliar}' visit under pretence of searching for 
English goods. Several bales were seized as being of 
that de.scription, and Debrais was carried a i)risoJicr to 
La I'orce. On being examined by I'ouche, he offered to 
])rove, by the very men who had fabricxtted the su.sj)ected 
goods, that they were not English. 'J'he minister .silenced * 
him by .saying that Government had not only evidence of 
the contrary, but was convinced that he was employed as 
an Engli.sh agent to hurt the credit of the bank, and 
therefore, if he did not give up his accomplices or em- 
ployers, had condemned him to transportation. In vain 

did his wife and daughters petition to Madame Bonaparte ; 
Debrais is now at Rochefort, if not already embarked for 
our colonie.s. 

When he was arrested, a seal, as usual, was put on 
his house, from which his wife and family were turned 
out, until the police should have time to take an inventory 
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of his effects, and hid decided on his fate When Madame 
Debrais, after much trouble and many pecuniar} sacrifices, 
at last obtained permission to have the seals removed, and 
re-enter her house, she found that all her plate and more 
than h-flf her goods and furniture had been stolen and 
earned awaj Upon her complaint of this theft she was 
thrown into prison for not being able to support her com 
phint with proofs, and for attempting to nhfj the characters 
of the agents of our Government She is still m prison, 
but her daughters are by her orders disposing of the 
remainder of their parents’ propert}, and intend to ;om 
their father as soon as their mother has recovered her 
hbert} 

The same t}rann} that supports the credit of our bank, 
also keeps up the price of our stocks An> of our great 
stockholders who sell out to any large amount, if thej are 
unable to account for, or unwilling to declare the manner 
in which they intend to emploj, their mone}, are imme- 
diately arrested, sometimes transported to the colonies, but 
more frequentl) exiled into the countrj, to remain under 
the inspection of some police agent, and are not allowed to 
return here without the previous {lerratssion of our Govern 
ment Those of them who are upstarts, and have made 
their fortune since the Revolution bj plunder; or as con 
tractors, are still more severely treated, and are often obliged 
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^^as destined for England, there to pay for some plantations 
i\hich he desired to purchase m Surinam and Barbice His 
interpreter advised him, by the orders of Fouche, to alter 
his mind, and, as he nas fond of colonial property, lay out 
his monej m plantations at Cayenne, i\hich t\as m the 
\icinitj of Surinam, and where Government would recom 
mend him advantageous purchases It was hinted to him, 
also, that this was a particular favour, and a proof of the 
generositj of our Government, as his papers contained many 
matters that might easily be construed to be of a treason 
able nature After consulting with Schimmelpennmck, the 
ambassador of his country, he wrote for his wife and 
children, and was seen safe with them to Bordeaux bj 
our police agents, who had hired an American vessel to 
cany them all to Cayenne This certainly is a new method 
to populate our colonies with capitalists 
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LETTER XLIII 


Paris, Septe 7 nher, 1S05. 

My Lord, — Hanover has been a mine of gold to our 
Government, to its generals, to its commissaries, and to its 
favourites. According to the boasts of Talle3Tand, and the 
avowal of Berthier, we have drawn from it vathin two years 
more wealth than has been paid in contributions to the 
Electors of Hanover for this century past, and more than 
half-a-century of peace can restore to that unfortunate 
country. It is reported here that each person emplo)^ed in 
a situation to make his fortune in the Continental States of 
the King of England (a name given ' here to Hanov6r in 
courtesy to Bonaparte) was laid under contribution, and 
expected to make certain douceurs to Madame Bonaparte ; 
and it is said that she has received from Mortier three 
hundred thousand livres, and from Bernadotte two hundred 
and fifty thousand livres, besides other large sums from our 
military commissaries, treasurers, and other agents in the 
Electorate. ' 

General Mortier is one of the few favourite officers of 
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Bonaparte %\ho ha\e distinguishM themselves under his 
nvals, Pichegru and Moreau, without* ever semng under 
him Edward Adolph Casimer Mortier is the son of a 
shopkeeper, and was bom at Cambraj in 1768 He was 
a shopman with his father until 1791, when he obtained a 
commission, first as a lieutenant of carabiniers, and after 
wards as captain of the first battalion of volunteers of the' 
Department of the North His first sight of an enem) was 
on the 30th of April, 7792, near Quievram, where he had 
a horse killed under him He was present in the battles of 
Jemappes, of Nerwinde, and of Pellenberg At the battle 
of Houdscoote he distinguished himself so much as to be 
promoted to an adjutant general He was wounded at the 
battle of Fleurus, and again at the passage of the Rhine, 
in 1795, under General Moreau Dunng 1796 and t??? 
he continued to serve in German), but m 1798 and 1799 
he headed a duision in Switzerland, from ivhich Bonaparte 
recalled him, in 1800, to command the troops in the capital 
and its environs His address to Bonaparte, announcing 
the votes of the troops under him respecting the consulate 
for life, and the elevation to the imperial throne, contain 
such mean and abject flatter), that, for a true soldier, it 
must haie required more self-command and more courage 
to pronounce them than to bra^e the fire of a hundred 
cannons , but these very addresses, contemptible a’' their 
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conlcnls arc. j)rocurcd him iho lield-marshal's stafl'. Morlicr 
well knew liis man. and that his cringing in anle-chamber.s 
would be belter rewarded than his .service.s in the field. I 
was not present when Moriier spoke so shamefully, but 
I have heard, from persons who witne.sscd this farce, that 
he had his eyes fi.xed on the giound the whole time, as if 
to .s.ay, “I grant that I speak as a desj)icable being, and 
I grant that I am so ; but what shall I do, tormented as I 
am by ambition to figure among the great, and to riot 
among the wealthy? Have compassion on my weakness, 
or, if vou h.avc not, I will console mvself with the idea that 
my meannc.ss is only of the duration of half-an-hour, while 
its recompense — my rank — will be permanent.'’ 

Mortier married, in 1 799, the daughter of the landlord 
of the Belle Sauvage inn at Coblenlz, ' who was pregnant 
by him, or by some other guest of her father. She is pretty, 
but not handsome, and she takes advantage of her hus- 
band's cowj^laisa/icc to console herself both for his absence 
and infidelities. When she was delivered of her last child, 
Alortier positively declared that he had not slept with her 
for twelve month-s, and the babe has, indeed, less resem- 
blance to him than to his valet de chambre. The child was 
baptised with great splendour ; the Emperor and the Empress 
were the .sponsors, and it was christened by Cardinal Fesch. 
Bonaparte presented jMadame Mortier on this occasion with 
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a diamond necklace valued at^ one hundred and fift) 
thousand hvres — ;(^6,ooo 

During ‘his different campaigns, and particular!) during 
his glonous campaign m Hanover, he has collected property 
to the amount of seven millions of livres, laid out m estates 
and lands He is considered bj other generals as a bnie 
captain, but an indifferent chief, and among <our fashion 
ables and our courtiers he is held up as a model of connu 
bial fldeht) — satisfying himself with keeping three mistresses 
onlj 

There \\as no truth in the report that his recall from 
Hanover was m consequence of an) disgrace, on the con 
trar), it was a new proof of Bonaparte’s confidence and 
attachment He was recalled to take the command of tlie 
artillery of Bonaparte s household troops the moment 
Pichegru, George and Moreau were arrested, and when 
the imperial title had been resolved on More resistancL 
against this innovation was at that time expected than 
experienced 

Bernadotte, who succeeded Mortier in the command of 
our arm) in Hanover, is a man of a different stamp 
father was a chairman, and he was horn at Bans wi 
In J779 he enlisted m the regiment called La Vtetlk Mannt, 
wliere the Revolution found him a serjeanl This regiment 
was then quartered at Toulon, and the emissaries of anarchy 
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and licentiousness engaged him as one of their agents. His 
activity soon destroyed all discipline, and the troops, instead 
of attending to their military duty, followed him to the 
debates and discussions of the Jacobin clubs. Being 
arrested and ordered to be tried for his mutinous, scan- 
dalous behaviour, an insurrection liberated him, and forced 
his accusers to save their lives by flight. In April, 1790, 
he headed the banditti who murdered the governor of the 

Fort St. Jean at Marseilles, and who afterwards occasioned 

• 

the civil war in Comtat Venaigin, where he served under 
Jourdan, known by the name of Corip-teH, or cut-throat, 
who made him a colonel and his aide-de-camp. In 1794 
he was employed, as a general of brigade, in the army of 
the Sambre and Meuse ; and, during the campaigns of 
1795 1796, he served under another Jourdan, the 

general, without much distinction ; except that he was 
accused by him of being the cause of all the disasters of 
the last campaign, by the complete rout he suffered near 
Neumark on the 23rd of August, 1796. His division was 
ordered to Italy in 1797, where, against the laws of nations, 
he arrested M. d’Antraigues, who was attached to the 
Russian legation. When the' Russian ambassador tried to 
dissuade him from committing this injustice, and this viola- 
tion of the rights of privileged persons, he replied, “There 
is no question here of any other right or justice thaa the 
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ngbt and justice of power, and I am here the strongest 
M d’Anlraigues is our enem} , were he uctonous, he would 
cause us all to be shot I repeat, I am here the strongest, 
et nous verrpm ” 

After the Peace of Campo ronrno, Bermdotte was sent 
as an ambassador to the Court of Vienna, accompanied b) 
a numerous escort of Jacobin propagators Having pro- 
cured the libertj of Austrian falnots, whose lives, forfeit 
to the law, the lenity of the Cabinet of Vienna had spared, 
he thought that he might attempt anj thing, and, therefore, 
on the anniversary day of the fete for the levy en masse of 
the inhabitants of the capita}, he insuhcd the feelings of the 
lojal, and excited the discontented to rebellion, b> placing 
over the door and m the windows of his house the tri 
coloured flags This outrage the Emperor was unable to 
prevent his subjects from resenting Bernadotte’s house was 
invaded, his furniture broken to pieces, and he was forced to 
sav e himself at the house of the Spanish ambassador As a 
satisfaction for this attack, provoked bj his own insolence, he 
demanded the immediate dismissal of the Austrian minister, 
Baron Ihugut, and threatened, in case of refusal, to leave 
Vienna, which he did on the next da) So disgraceful w’S 
his conduct regarded, even bj the Directory* that this event 
made but little impression, and no alteration m the con 
tinuince of their intercourse with the Austrian (lovemnienl 
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In 1799, lie was for some weeks a minister of the war 
department, from which his incapacity caused him to be 
dismissed. When Bonaparte intended to seize the reins 
of State, he consulted Ikmadotte, who spoke as an implac- 
able Jacobin until a douceur of three hundred thousand 
livres— j^i2,ooo — calmed him a little, and convinced him 
that the Jacobins were not infallible or their government 
the best of all possible governments. In 1801, he was 
made the commander-in-chief in the Western Department, 
where he exercised the greatest barbarities against the in- 
habitants, whom he accused of being still chouans and 
royalists. 

With Augereau and Massena, Bernadotte is a merciless 
plunderer. In the summer, 1796, he summoned' the magis- 
trates of the free and neutral city of Nuremberg to bring 
him, under pain of military execution, within twenty-four 
hours, two millions of livres — ^,^84,000. With much difficulty 
this sum was collected. The day after he had received it, he 
insisted upon another sum to the same amount within another 
twenty-four hours, menacing in case of disobedience to give 
the city up to a general pillage by his troops. Fortunately, 
a column of Austrians advanced and delivered them from 
the execution of his threats. The troops under him were, 
both in Italy and in Germany, the terror of the inhabitants; 
and when defeated were, from their pillage and murder. 
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hunted hke \Mld beasts Bernadette has by these means 
«uhm ten years become master of i fortune of ten militon'* 
of hvres — ^420>ooo 

Jinny ha\e considered Bernadoite a resolutionar) fanatic 
but they are jn the ssrong Money engaged h\m m the cause 
of the Revolution where the first crimes he had perpetrated 
fivcd him Ihe many massacres under Jourdan the cut 
throat, committed by him m the Court at Vemigin no 
doubt display a most sanguinary character A hdy, hon 
ever, in whose house m La Vendee he was quartered siv 
montlis, has assured me that, to judge from* his converea 
tion he IS not naturally cruel, but that his imagination is 
continually tormented with the fear of gibbets which he 
knows that his crimes hive merited ind that, therefore 
when he stabs others he thinks it commanded by the 
necessitv of preventing others from stabbing him Vere 
he sure of impunity, he would perhaps show humanity as 
well IS justice Bermdolte is not only a grand officer of 
the Legion of Honour, but a Kntght of the Ro)oi 
Order of the Bleick JOn^te 
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LETTER XLIV 


Paris, Scpfct/ihcr, 1805. 

]My Lord, — lionapRite has taken advantage of the 
remark of Voltaire, in his “Life of Louis XR'.,’’ that this 
Prince owed much of his celebrity to the well-distributed 
pensions among men of letters in France and in foreign 
countries. According to a list shown me by Fontanes, the 
president of the legislative corps and a director of literary 
pensions, even in your country and in Ireland he has nine 
literary pensioners. Though the names of your principal 
authors and men of letters are not unknown to me, I have 
never read nor heard of any of those I saw in the list, ex- 
cept two or three as editors of some newspapers, magazines, 
or trifling and scurrilous party pamphlets. I made this ob- 
servation to Fontanes, who replied that these men, though 
obscure, had, during the last peace, been very useful, and 
would be still more so after another pacification ; and that 
Bonaparte must be satisfied with these until he could gain 
over men of greater talents. He granted also that men of 
true genius and literary ejninence were, in England, more 
careful of the dignity of their character than those of Ger- 
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man} and ItaJ>, and more difiicuU to be bought over. He 
added that, as soon as* the war ceased, he shouivi cross the 
Channel on a literarv mission, from which he hoped to 
denvo more success than from that vvhich was midertaWn 
three jears ago by Hcvee. 

To these nien of leliers, who are themselves with 
their writings, devoted to Jlonaparte, he certainl} is ver} 
liberal Some he has made tribunes prefects or legis 
latofb , others he has appointed his ministers ^in foreign 
countries, ,and on those to vvhom he has not jet been able 
to gne places, ho bestows much greater pensions than anj 
former sovereign of this counio allowed to a Corneille, a 
Racme, a Boileau, a VoUatre, a Crcbillon, a d’Alembert, a 
Marmontel, and other heroes of our literature and honours 
to our nation This hberahtj is often carried too f.ir, and 
thrown .iwav upon worthless subjects, whose veo flittcry 
displavs absenve of taste and genius, as well as of modest) 
and sh.ime To a fellow of the name of Dagee, who sang 
the coronation of Napoleon the Tint in two hundred of 
the most disgusting and ill digested lines that ever wen- 
wTitten, coiuaumig neither metre nor sense, wtis assigiutl 
a place in the admmisttattoii of the forest departmcnti 
worth twelve thousand hvres m the vear — — beside'’ 
a present, in reads monej, of one hundred napoleons dor. 
Another {XH.tasler, Itane, who has served and sung the 
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chiefs of all former factions, received for an ode of forty 
lines on* Bonaparte’s birthday, an office at ]\Iilan, worth 
twenty thousand livres in the year — .:^84o — and one hun- 
dred napoleons d’or for his travelling expenses. 

The sums of money distributed yearly by Bonaparte’s 
agents for dedications to him by French and foreign authors, 
are still greater than those fixed for regular literary pensions. 
Instead of discouraging these foolish and impertinent con- 
tributions, which genius, ingenuit}', necessity or intrusion, 
lay on his vanity, he rather . encourages them. His name 
is, therefore, found in more dedications published within 
these last five years than those of all other sovereign 
princes of Europe taken together for this last century. In a 
man whose name, unfortunately for humanity, must always live 
in history, it is a childish and unpardonable weakness to pay 
so profusely for the short and uncertain immortality which 
some dull or obscure scribbler or poetaster confers on him. 

During the last Christmas holidays I dined at Madame 
Remisatu’s, in company with Duroc. The question turned 
upon literary productions and the comparative merit of the 
compositions of modern French and foreign authors. “As 
to the merits or the quality,” said Duroc, “I will not take 

r 

upon me to judge, as I profess myself totally incompetent ; 
but as to their size and quantity I have tolerably good 
information, and it will not, therefore, be very improper in 
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me to deliver raj opinion I nm connnced that the 
Gerrmn and Italian authors are more numerous than those 
of m> own countr>, for the following reasons I suppose, 
from what I have witnessed and experienced for some } ears 
past, that of ever) book or publication printed m France, 
Ital) and German), each tenth is dedicated to the Emperor 
\ow, since last Christmas nintt) six Germnn and seyent>-one 
Italian authors have inscribed their works to His Majest), and 
been rewarded for it, while during the same penod onl/siNl) 
SIX Frenchmen have presented their olTerings to iheirSovereign ' 
For mj part I think Duroc’s conclusion tolerably just 

Among all the numerous hordes of authors who have 
been paid, recompensed, or encouraged b) Bonaparte, none 
have expenenced his munificence more than the Italian 
bpanicetti and the (»erman Ritterstem I he former pre 
sented him a genealt^ical table, in which ht fn/icd that 
the Bonaparte faniil), before their emigration from Tuscanv 
to Corsica, four hundred )ears ago, were allied to the most 
ancient Tuscan) families, even to that of the House of 
Medicis, and as this house has given two queens to the 
Bourbons when sovereigns of France, the Bonapirtes ire 
therefore relatives of the Bourbons and the •sceptre of the 
I ranch empire is still tn the same /ainih, though m n 
north) branch Spanicctti received one thousand louis dor 
— ;^i,ooo — in gold, a jKnsion of si\ thousand livres — ^25°“* 
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for life, and the place of a chef du bureau in the ministry 
of the home department of the kingdom of Italy, producing 
eighteen thousand livres yearly — 

Ritterstein, a Bavarian genealogist, p7-oved the pedigree 
of the Bonapartes as far back as the first crusades, and 
that the name of the friend of Richard Coeur de Lion was 
not Blondel, but Bonaparte ; that he exchanged the latter 
for the former only "to marry into the Plantagenet famity, 
the last branch of which has since been extinguished by 
its intermarriage and incorporation with the House of Stuart, 
and that, therefore, Napoleon Bonaparte is not only related 
to most sovereign princes of Europe, but has more right 
to the throne of Great Britain than George the Third, 
being descended from the male branch of the Stuarts ; 
while this prince is only descended from the female branch 
of the same royal house. Ritterstein was presented with a 
snuff-box with Bonaparte’s portrait set with diamonds, valued 
at twelve thousand livres, and received twenty-four thousand 
livres ready money, together with a pension of nine thousand 
livres — tbe yc. 'mtil he could be better provided 
for. He was, besides, nominated a Knight of the Legion 
of Honour. It cannot be denied but that Bonaparte rewards 
like a real Emperor. 

But artists as well as authors obtain from him the same 
encouragement, and experience the same liberality. In our 
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di/Terent museums ue, therefore, alread) see and admffe 
upwards of two hundred pictures, representing the different 
actions, scenes, and achievements of Bonaparte’s public 
life It IS true the> are not all highly finished or well 
composed or delineated, but they all strike the spectators 
more or less with surprise or admiration, and it is with 
us, as I suppose with }Ou and eveiysshere else, the multi 
tude decide for one competent judge or real connoisseur, 
hundreds pass, who stare, gape, are charmed, and inspire 
tiiousands of their acquaintance, fnends mtl neighbours, 
with their own satisfaction Believe me, Napoleon the 
l-irst well knows the age, his comemponnes, and, I fear 
even postencj 

That statuaries and sculptors consider him also as a 
generous patron the numerous productions of their chiveh 
in France, Italj and <»ertnanj, having him for their object, 
seem to evance Fen sculptors have alrcad} represented 
his passage over tht Mount St Bernard, eighteen fws 
passage over I’ont de Lodi, and twent> two that over 
Pont d \rcolc At Romi^ Milan, lunn L>ons and Fins 
arc statues of him representing his natural size and our 
ten fhotfsaric? munccipa^rtre^ Inte each one of his hu'ts, 
without mentioning the thousands of busts all over I uropv 
not esccpting even )our own countrj ^\hcn Bonaparte 
sLCS under the windows of tht Tuilencs the statue of Caesar 
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placed in the garden of that palace, he cannot help saying 
to himself, “Marble lives longer than man.” Have you any 
doubt that his ambition and vanity extend beyond the 
grave ? 

The only artist I ever heard of who was disappointed 
and unrewarded for his labour in attempting to eternize the 
memory of Napoleon Bonaparte, was a German of the 
name of Schumacher.* It is, indeed, allowed that he was 
more industrious, able, and well-meaning than ingenious or' 
considerate. He did not consider that it would be no com- 
pliment to give the immortal hero a hint of being a moi-tal 
man. Schumacher had employed near three years in 
planning and executing in marble the prettiest model of a 
sepulchral monument I have- ever seen, read or heard of. 
He had inscribed it, “77/^ Futu7-e Tomb of Bonafaj-te the 
G7-eat” Under the patronage of Count de Beust, he 
arrived here ; and I saw the model in the house of this 
minister of the German Elector Arch-Chancellor, where 
also many French artists went to inspect it. Count de 
Beust asked de Segur, the grand master of the ceremonies, 
to request the Emperor to grant Schumacher the honour of 
showing him his performance. De Segur advised him to 
address himself to Duroc, w'ho referred him to Denon, who, 

■ after looking at it, could not help paying a just tribute to 
the execution and to the talents of the artist, though he 
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disappro\ed of the subject and declined mentioning it to 
the Emperor After three months’ attendance m this 
capital, and all petitions and memorials to our great folks 
remaining unanswered, Schumacher obtained an audience of 
FoucW, in which he asked permission to exhibit his model 
of Bonapartes tomb to the public for money, so as to be 
enabled to return to his countr) “^\here is it now?” 
asked Touche — "At the ministers of the Elector Arch 
Chancellor, answered the artist — " But where do jou 
intend to show it for monej^” continued Fouchif— “In 
the Pahis Ro>aI” — “Well, bring it there,” replied Touche 
The same evening that it was brought there, Schumacher 
was arrested by a police commissary, his model packed up, 
and, with himself, put under the care of two gendarmes, 
who earned them both to the other side of the Rhine 
Here the Elector of Baden gave him some raonc} to return 
to his home, near Aschaflenbutg, where he has since 
exposed for money the model of a grand tomb for a httle 
man I have just heard that one of >our countrymen has 
purchased it for one hundred and fifty louis dor 
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LETTER XLV 


Paris, Sepfei/iher^ 1805. 

Mv Lord, — Those who only are informed of the 
^ pageantry of our Court, of the expenses of our courtiers, 
of the profusion of our Emperor, and of the immense 
wealth of his family and favourites, may easily be led to 
believe that France is one of the happiest and most 
prosperous countries in Europe. But for those who walk 
in our streets, who visit our hospitals, who count the 
number of beggars and of suicides, of orphans and of 
criminals, of prisoners and of executioners, it is a painful 
necessity to reverse the picture, and to avow that nowhere 
comparatively can there be found so much collective misery. 
And it is not here, as in other states, that these unfortu- 
nate, reduced or guilty are persons of the lowest classes 
of society ; on the contrary, many, and, I fear, the far 
greater part, appertain to the ci-devaftt privileged classes, 
descended from ancestors ' noble, respectable and wealthy, 
but who by the Revolution have been degraded to misery 
or infamy, and perhaps to both. 


3—2 
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When you stop but for a moment m our streets to 
look at something exposed for sale in a shopisindow or 
for any other cause of cunosity or uant, persons of both 
sexes, decently dressed approach jou, and >shisper to )ou 
“ Sir, bestow your chanty on the Marquis, or Marchioness 
— on the Baron or Baroness, such a one, ruined bj the 
Revolution and you sometimes hear names on which 
history has shed so brilliant a lustre that, while you con 
template the deplorable reverse of human greatness jou* 
are not a little surprised to find that it is m your power 
to relieve with a trifle the wants of the grandson of an 
illustrious warrior, before whom nations trembled, or of the 
granddaughter of that eminent statesman who often had m 
hts hands the destiny of empires Some few solitary walks 
incognito, by Bonaparte in the streets of his capital would 
perhaps be the best preservative against unbounded ambition 
and confident success that philosoph) could present to un 
feeling tyranny 

Some author has written that “want is the parent of 
industry, and wretchedness the mother of mgenuitj ^ I 
know that you have often approved and rewarded the 
ingenious productions of my emigrated countrymen in 
England , but here their labours and their endeavours are 
disregarded and if they cannot or will not produce any 
thing to flatter the pnde or appetite of the powerful or 
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rich upstarts, they have no other choice left but beggary 
or crime, meanness or suicide. How many have I heard 
repent of ever returning to a country wliere they have no 
expectation of justice in their claims, no iiope of relief in 
their necessities, where death by hunger, or by their own 
hands, is the final jirospecl of all their sufferings. 

T^Iany of our ballad-singers arc disgui.sed emigrants ; 
and I know a chdcraiit nvarquis who is, incognito, a groom 
to a contractor, the son of his uncle’s porter. Our old 
pedlars complain that their trade is ruined by the counts, 
by the barons and chevaliers who have mono])olized all 
their business. 'I'hose who jrretend to more dignity, but 
who have in fact less honesty, are employed in our billiard 
and gambling - houses. I have seen two music - grinders, 
one of whom was formerly a captain of infantry, and the 
other a counsellor of parliament. Every day you may 
bestow your penny or halfpenny on two veiled girls playing 
on the guitar or harp — the one the daughter of a ci-devant 
duke, and the other of a ci-devant marquis, a general under 
Louis XYI. They are usually placed, the one on the 
Boulevards, and the other in the Elysian Fields ; each with 
an old woman by her side, .-holding a begging- box in her 
hand. I am told one of the women has been the nurse 
of one of those ladies. What a recollection, if she thinks 
of the past, in contemplating the present! 
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On the daj of Bonaptirte's coronation, and a little 
before he set out with his Pope and other splendid retinue, 
an old man w-as walking slowl) on the Quai de Voltaire, 
without sajnng a word, but a laliel was pinned to his hat 
with this inscription “/ had sixty thousand litres rent - — 
[;^2,5oo] — I am eighty years 0/ age, and I request alms" 
Many individuals, even some of Bonaparte’s soldiers, gave 
him their mite, but as soon as he was observed he was 
seized b> the police agents, and his not since been heard 
of I am told his name is De la Roche, a cidnant Chexa 
Iter de St Louts, whose propertj was sold m 1793 as 
belonging to an emigrant, though at the time he was shut 
up here as a pnsoner, suspected of anstocrac). He has 
since for some jears been a water-earner, but his strength 
failing, he supported himself latel) entirelj b) begging The* 
value of the dress of one of Bonaparte’s running .footmen 
might have been sufficient to relieve him for the probabl) 
short remamder of his da)s But it is more eas} and 
agreeable in this country to bury undesened want in dun 
geons than to renounce unnecessary and useless show to 
relieve it In the evening the remembrance of these sivty 
thousand Iivtcs of the poor Chevalier deprived me of all 
pleasure in beholding the si\t) thousand lamps decorating 
and illuminating Bonaparte’s palace of the Tuilencs 

Some of the emigrants, whose strength of l>ody .age 
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has not impaired, ■ or whose vigour of mind misfortunes 
have not depressed, are now serving as officers or soldiers 
under the Emperor of the French, after having for years 
fought in vain for the cause of a king of France in tlie 
brave army of Conde. Several are even doing duty in 
Bonaparte's household troops, where I know one who is a 
captain, and who, for distinguishing himself in combating 
the republicans, received the Order of St. Louis, but is 
now made a knight of Napoleon’s Republican Order, the 
Legion of Honour, for Inmuiig gracefully to Her Imperial 
Majesty the Empress. As he is a man of real honour, 
this favour is not quite in its place : but I am convinced 
that should one day an opportunity present itself, he will 
not miss it, but prove that he has never been misplaced. 
Another emigrant who, after being a page to the Duke 
of Angouleme, made four campaigns as an officer of the 
Uhlans in the service of the Emperor of Germany, and 
was rewarded with the Military Order of Maria Theresa, is 
now a knight of the Legion of Honour, and an officer of 
the Mamelukes of the Emperor of the French. Four more 
emigrants have engaged themselves in the same corps as 
commo7t Maiuchtkcs, after being for seven years volunteers 
in the legion of Mirabeau, under the Prince de Condd. 
It were to be wished that the whole of this favourite corps 
were composed of returned emigrants. I am sure they 
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^\ould never betray the confidence of Napoleon, but they 
uould also never snear lUegiance to another Bonaparte. 

hile the humbled remnants of one sex of the ct 
(inant privileged classes are thus or worse employed, many 
persons of the other sex have preferred domestic servitude 
to courtly splendour, and are chambermaids or governesses, 
w lien they might have been maids of honour or ladies m 

waiting Mademoiselie de R , daughter of Marquis de 

R was offered a place as a maid-of honour to Princess 

Murat, which she declined, but accepted at the same time 
the offer of being a companion of the rich Madame Moulin, 
whose husband is a adnant valet of Count de Brienne 
Her father and brother suffered for this choice and pre- 
ference, which highly offended Bonaparte, wlio ordered them 
both to be transported to Guadeloupe, under pretence that 
the latter had said m a coffee-house that Ins sister would 
rather have been the housemaid of the wiR of a a-drant 
valet than the friend of the wife of a cidnant assassin and 
Septembn/er It was onlj by a valuable present to Jiadame 
Bonaparte from Madame Moulin, that Mademoiselle dc 

R was not included in the act of proscription against 

her father and brother 

I am sorr> to say that returned emigrants have also 
been arrested for frauds and debts, and even tried and 
convicted of crimes But they arc proportionall) few, com 



pared wiili those who, without support, and perhaps without 
hope, and from want of resignation and submission to the 
will of Providence, have in despair had recourse to the 
pistol or dagger, or in the River Seine buried their remem- 
brance both of what they have been and of what they 
were. I'he suicides of this vicious capital arc reckoned 
upon an average to amount to one hundred in the month ; 
and for these last three years, one-tenth at least liave been 
emigrants of both sexes ! 
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LETTER 1 

P\RIS Sff-ietriher^ iSoj 

M\ Loro, — Yobodj here, except his courtiers, denies 
ihit Bonnpartc is \nin cruel ind nmbitious, but as to his 
pnx'nte personal or domestic xiccs opinions are xtinous 
and c\cn oppo ite. Most per^ns who ba\e long kno>in 
him assert that women are his a\*er5ion , and man> 
anecdotes ha\e been told of hu unnatural and homd pro- 
ixinsuies. On the other hand his seeming attachment to 
his wife IS contradictoia to thc^e rumours, which certainly 
are esasg:cnted It is true indeed ilut it was to obli<ai 
Uarras and to obtain her fortune, that he accepted of her 
hand ten aears ago though insinuating she was far from 
Ix-inj handsome, and had long passed the penod of inspmng 
love b\ her charms. Her husbands conduct towards her 
ma\ therefore be construed perhaps into a proof of tndificr 
ciicx towards the whole st.\ as much as into an eudtnce of 
his afTection towards her \s he knuw sh' iis when 

hi. recened her from the chaste arms of Bams and i> 
not unacquainted >viih her subsequent intngucs — particular!) 
during his sta% in Egjpt — pohc> ma\ influence a bchaMOur 
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frequentl}, in the dusk of the evening, or i\hen she thought 
him employed m his office, A\ent to the house of a famous 
milliner m the Rue St Honore, where, through a doqr in 
an adjoining passage, a person, who carefully avoided show 
ing his face, always entered immediately before or after her, 
and remained as long as she continued there The house 
was then by his orders beset with spies, who were to inform 
him the next time she went to the milliner . To be near 
at hand, he had hired an apartment in the neighbourhood, 
where the very next day her visit to the milliner’s was 
announced to him While his secretary, with four other 
persons, entered the milliners house through the street door, 
Chaptal, with four of his spies, forced the door of the 
passage open, which was no sooner done than the disguised 
gallant was found and threatened m the most rude manner 
by the minister and his companions He would have been 
still worse used had not ihe unexpected appearance of Duroc 
and a whisper to Chaptal put a slop to the fury of this en 
raged lover Ihe tmognito is said to have been Bonaparte 
himself, who the same evening, deprived Chaptal of his 
ministerial portfolio, and would have sent him to Cayenne, 
instead of to the senate, had not Duroc dissuaded his 
Sovereign from giving an eclat to an affair which it would 
be best to bury in obUvaon 

Chaptal has never from that day approached Made- 



THE COURT OF ST, CLOUD 


45 


moiselle George, and, according to report, Napoleon has 
also renounced this conquest in favour of Duroc, who is at 
least her nominal gallant. The quantity of jewels with 
which she has recently been decorated, and displayed witli 
so much ostentation in the new traged}-. The Te7iiplars, 
indicate, ‘hoWever, a sovereign rather than a subject for a 
lover. And, indeed, she already treats the directors of the 
theatre, her comrades, and even the public, more as a real 
than a theatrical princess. Without any cause whatever, 
but from a mere caprice to see the camp on the coast, she 
set out, without leave of absence, and without any previous 
notice, on the very day she was to play:’ and this popular 
and interesting tragedy was put off for three weeks, until 
she chose to return to her duty. "When complaint was made 
to the prefects of the j)alace, now the governors of our 
theatres, Duroc said tliat the orders of the Emperor were 
that no notice should be taken of this cfourderie, which 


should not occur again. 

Chaptal was, before the Revolution, a bankrupt chemist 
at Montpellier, having ruined }]im.self in searen after tne 
philosopher's stone. To persons in .such circumstances, '.ii-h 
great presumption, some talents, but no principles, t-ce Ke.c- 
lution could not, with all its anarchy, confusion, and enme, 


but be a real Messing, as Chaptai .called it in his/rj-/ 
ut the Jacobin Club. M'ishing to mimic at MonLuc-i-ei" 
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talking of the Bast)lle at Pans, he, m iMay, 1790, seduced 
the lower classes and the suburbs to an insurrection, and to 
an attack on the citadel, which the governor, to avoid all 
effusion of blood, surrendered without resistance He was 
denounced bj the municipality to the National Assembly 
for these and other plots and attempts, but Robespierre 
and other Jacobins defended him, and he escaped even 
impnsonment During 1793 and 1794, he monopolized the 
contract for making and providing the armies with gun 
powdef, a favour for which he paid Barrere, Carnot, and 
other members of the Committee of Public Safety, sir 
millions of lures — ;^25o,ooo — but by which he pocketed 
thirty s]\ millions of hvres — ;i^^i,5oo,ooo — himself He was, 
under the Directory, menaced with a prosecution for hts 
pillage, but bought it off by a douceur to Rewbel, Karras, 
and Sieyes In 1799, he advanced Bonaparte twelve millions 
of hvres — ;£5oo,ooo — to bribe adherents for the new Revo- 
lution he meditated, and was m recompense, instead of 
interest, appointed first counsellor of state , and when 
Lucien Bonaparte, in September, 1800, was sent on an 
embassy to Spain, Chapial succeeded him in the ministry 
of the interior You may see by this short account that 
the chemist Chaptal has, in the Revolution, found the true 
philosophical stone He now lives m groat style, and has 
besides three wives alue (from two of whom he has been 
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divorced), five mistresses, with each a separate establishment. 
This Chaptal is regarded here as the most moral character 
that has figured in our Revolution, having yet neither com- 
mitted a single murder nor headed any of our massacres. 
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• LETTER XLVII 

Paris, September, 1805 

M\ Lord, — I ha\e read a copj of a letter from Madnd, 
circulated among the members of our foreign diplomatic 
corps, \\hich drains a most deplorable picture of the Court 
and Kingdom of Spain Forced into an unprofitable and 
expensue war, famine ravaging some, and disease other 
provinces , experiencing from allies the treatment of tjraii 
meal foes disunion m his famil) and among his ministers 
His Spanish Majesty totters on a throne exposed to the 
combined attacks of internal disaffection and external plots 
Mith no other support than the advice of n faxounte, iiho 
is either a fool or a traitor, and perhaps both 

As the Spanish monarchy has been more humbled and 
reduced during the ti\el\e years’ administration of the Pnnee 
of Peace than during the ivhole period that it has been 
goserned by Princes of the House of bourbon, the heir 
of the throne, the young Pnnee of Asturias, has, I'lth all 
the moderation consistent with duty, rank and consanguinit}, 
tried to remove an upstart, unisersally despised for his 
immorality as well as for his incapacity , and who, should 
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he continue some years longer to. rule in the name of 
Charles IV., will certainly involve liis King and his country 
in one common ruin. Ignorant and presumptuous, even 
beyond upstarts in general, the Prince of Peace treats with 
insolence all persons raised above him by birth or talents 
who refuse to be his accomplices or valets. Proud and 
certain of the protection of the Queen, and of the weakness 
of . the King, the Sp.anish nobility is not only humbled, 
provoked and wronged by him. but openly defied and 
insulted. 

You know the nice principles of. honour and loyally 
that have always formerly distinguished the ancient families 
of Spain. Pelieve me that, notwithstanding what appear- 
ances indicate to the contrary, the Spanish grandee who 
ordered his house to be pulled down because the rebel 
constable had .slept in it, has still many descendants, but 
loyal men always decline to use that violence to .which 
rebels always resort. Soon after the marriage of the Prince 
of Asturias, in October, j8oi, to his cousin the amiable 
Marie Antoinette Therese, Princess Royal of Naples, the 
ancient Spanish families sent some deputies to Their Royal 
Highnesses, not for the purpose of intriguing, but to lay 
before them the situation of the. kingdom, and to inform 
them of the real cause of all disasters. They were received 
as faithful subjects and true patriots, and Their Royal 
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Highnesses promised every support m their po\\er to\vards 
remedying the evil complained of, and pre\enting, if pos 
sible, the growth of others 

The Princess of Astunas is a v,orthy granddaughter 
of Maria Theresa of Austria, and seems to inherit her 
character as veil as her virtues She agreed %\ith her 
royal consort that, after ha\ing gained the affection of 
the Queen by degrees, it would be advisable for her to 
insinuate some hints of the danger that threatened their 
country and the discontent that agitated the people The 
Pnnce of Asturias was to act the same part with his 
father as the Princess did with his mother As there is 
no one about the person of Their Spanish Majesties, from 
the highest lord to the lowest servant, who is not placed 
there by the favourite and act as his spies, he was soon 
aware that he had no fnend m the heir to the throne 
His conversation with Their Majesties confirmed him in 
this supposition, and that some secret measures were 
going on to deprive him of the place he occupied, if not 
of the rojal favour All visitors to the Pnnce and Princess 
of Asturias were, therefore, watched b> his emissaries , and 
all the letters or memorials sent to them by the post 
were opened, read, and, if contrary to bis interest, destro)cd, 
and their wnters imprisoned in Spam or banished to the 
colonies I hese measures of injustice created suspiaon, 
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disunion and perhaps fear, among the members of the 
Asturian cabal, as it was called : all farther pursuit, there- 
fore, was deferred until more propitious times, and the Prince 
of Peace remained undisturbed and in perfect security until 
the rupture with your country last autumn. 

It is to be lamented that, with all their valuable 
qualities and feelings of patriotism, the Prince and Princess 
of Asturias do not possess a little dissimulation and more 
knowledge of the world. The favourite tried by all means 
to gain their good opinion, but his advances met with 
that repulse they morally deserved, but which, from policy, 
should have been suspended or softened, with hope of 
future accommodation. 

Beurnonville, the ambassador of our Court to the 
Court of Madrid, was here upon leave of absence when war 
was declared by Spain against your country, and his first 
secretary, Herman, acted as chargd d’affaires. This Herman 
has been brought up in Talleyrand’s office, and is both 
abler and more artful than Beurnonville ; he possesses also 
the full confidence of our minister, who, in several secret 
and pecuniary transactions, has obtained many proofs of 
this secretary’s fidelity as well as capacity. The views of 
the Cabinet of St. Cloud were, therefore, not lost sight 
of, nor its interest neglected at Madrid. 

I suppose you have ' heard that the Prince of Peace, 

4—2 



52 


riu SI Cl IT iusTor% oj 


like {\Il other mionnt nml lUibenl people, beliL\ts no one 
titj be 1 good or clever min who is not ilso bis coxintrv 
nun, incl tint ill the ibiUlj ind probiij of tlie world i-' 
eonfined wubin the bmits of Siwin On tbn pnnnplt lu 
trpnll) iletebts Inure iml ImgUml (icrnnin iml Kiissn 
iml n therefore, not much hkul hj our Government except 
for hib unbecilitj, winch mikeH him Us tool iwl dui>e 
Ills ebsgnee woiibl not Ik. nnieb regretted lien, wlure wt 
ln\e il in our power to phee or <?i«phie mmistus to 
certun stiles, whenever ind ns often is we like On llu'« 
oce.tston however, we svipiwrled him ind helped to <b>sohe 
the cilnl formed i^nnsl him i»d tint for the follownu 
reisons 

11) the iSMinnces of UeutnomiHe 1 omjviue ind 
liilk)nml Ind Inen led to behevt tint the I'nme md 
rnneess of \suinvv were well ifleeled to Innci ind to 
them persbnillv and couceivmp ^hcmselve^ nuub more cet 
tun of tins tinn of the good disposition of the fwoiuUt 
though lilt) tlul not tike i dirext part ignnst him it the 
sime time the) diel not dnelose whit the) knew wis 
detcrmuuKl on to remove him from the helm of ifTur: 
During Beurnonville s ibscnrc, however, Hernnn Ind fonnoil 
in intrigue with i Neipohtin girl in the ''UUt of the 
Prineess of Asiurns "ho mlhicnccil b\ love or bnlH*' 
introduced him into the ciluitel where her mi'trfS kept 



Tin-: couur ok st. ci.oud 


53 


her correspondence witli her royal j^arents. With a pick- 
lock key he opened all the drawers, and even the writing- 
desk. in which he is said to have discovered tvriiicn evidence 
that, though the Princess was not prejudiced against France, 
she had but an indifferent opinion of the morality and 
honesty of our ]n‘esent (lovernnient and of our jiresent 
governors. One of these original papers Herman apjjro- 
priated to himself, and despatched to this caj)ilal by an 
extraordinary courier, whose despatches, more than the 
rupture with your country, forced Beurnonville away in ;i 
hurry from the agreeable society of gamesters and prosti- 
tutes, chiefly frequented by him in this capital. 

It is not and cannot be known yet what was the 
exact plan of the Prince and Princess of Asturias and their 
adherents ; but a diplomatic gentleman, who has just arrived 
from Madrid, and who can have no reason to impose upon 
me, has informed me of the following jrarticulars. 

Their Royal Highnesses succeeded perfectly in their 
endeavours to gain the well-merited tenderness and appro- 
bation of their Sovereigns in everything else but when the 
favourite was mentioned with any slight, • or when any 
insinuations were thrown out concerning the mischief arising 
from his tenacity of power, and incapacity of exercising it 
with advantage to the State. The Queen was especially 
irritated when such was the subject of conversation or of 
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remark , and she finally prohibited it under pam of her 
displeasure A report even reached Their Rojal Highnesses, 
that the Prince of Peace had demanded their separation 
and separate confinement Nothing could, therefore, be 
effected to impede the progress of iMckedness and cahmit>, 
but b> some temporary measure of seventj In this dis 
agreeable dilemma, it i\as resolved b> the cabal to send 
the Queen to a convent, until her favourite had been 
arrested and imprisoned , to declare the Prince of Asturias 
Regent during the Km^s illness (His Majestj then still 
suffered from several paraljtic strokes), and to place men 
of talents and patriotism in the place of the creatures of 
the Prince of Peace As soon as this revolution v,as 
organized, the Queen i\ould ha\e been restored to full 
hbert) and to that respect due to her rank 

This plan had been communicated to our ambassador, 
and approved of by our Goverment, but when Herman m 
such an honest manner had inspected the confidential 
correspondence of the Princess of Astunas, BeurnoniiHe was 
instructed b> TallejTand to warn the fasounte of the 
impending danger, and to adaise him to be beforehand 
with his enenucs Instead of telling the truth, tlie Pnnee 
of Peace alarmed the King and Queen with the most absurd 
fabrications , and assured Fheir Majesties that their son and 
their daughter m law had Ucicrmincd not on!) to dethrone. 
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them, but to keep them prisoners for life, after they had 
been forced to witness his execution. 

Indolence and weakness are often more fearful than 
guilt. Everything he said was at once believed ; the 
Prince and Princess were ordered under arrest in their own 
apartments, without permission to see or correspond • with 
anybody; and so certain was the Prince of Peace of a com- 
plete and satisfactory revenge for the attempt against his 
tyranny, that a frigate at Cadiz was ready waiting to carry 
the Princess of Asturias back to Naples. All Spaniards who 
had the honour of their Sovereigns and of their country at 
heart lamented these rash proceedings ; but no one dared 
take any measures to counteract them. At last, however, 
the Duke of Montemar, grand officer to the Prince of 
Asturias, demanded an audience of Their Majesties, in the 
presence of the favourite. He began by begging his 
Sovereign to recollect that for the place he occupied he 
was indebted to the Prince of Peace ; and he called upon 
him to declare whether he had ever had reason to suspect 
him either of ingratitude or disloyalty. Being answered in 
the negative, he said that though his present situation 
and office near the heir to the throne was the pride and 
desire of his life, he would have thrown it up the instant 
that he had the least ground to suppose that this Prince 
ceased to be a dutiful son and subject ; but so far from 
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this being the case, he had observed hinj m his most un 
guarded moments — in moments of convmality had heard 
him speak of his rojal parents vnth as much submission 
and respect as if he had been m their presence “If, 
continued he, ‘ the Prince of Peace has said otherwise, he 
has misled his King and his Queen being no doubt, 
deceived himself lo overthrow a throne and to seize it 
cannot be done without accomplices, without arms, without 
monej Who are the conspirators hailing the Prince as 
their chiefs I have heard no name but that of the lovely 
Pnnetss his consort, the partaker of his sentiments as well 
as of his heart \nd his arms’ Ihey are m the hands of 
those guards his royal parent has given to augment the 
necessary splendour of his rank And as to hts monc> ? 
He has none but what is received from royal and paternal 
munificence and bount) \ou m) Prince,’ said he to iht 
favourite (who seemed much offended at the impression the 
speech made on Their Majesties), will one day thank mt, 
if I am happy enough to dissuade dishonourabk, impolitic, 
or unjust sentiments Of the approbation of posterity I am 

certain “If, interrupted the favourite, “the Prince of 

Asturns and his consort will gut up their bad counsellors 
1 hope Iheir Majesties will forget and forgive everything 
with myself — “tthethcr Their Royal Highnesses," replied 
the Duke of Montemar, “have done anything that deserves 
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forgiveness, or whether they have any counsellors, I do not 
know, and am incompetent to judge : but I am much 
mistaken in the character of 'J'heir Royal Highnesses if they 
wish to purchase favour at the expense of confidence and 
honour. An order from His Majesty may immediately clear 
up this doubt.'*' 'J'he Prince of Peace was then ordered to 
write, in the name of the King, to his children in the 
manner he proi)osed, and to command an answer by the 
messenger. Jn half-an-hour the messenger returned with a 
letter addrc.s.sed to the favourite, containing only thc.se lines: 
“A King of Spain is well aware that a Prince and Prince.ss 
of Asturias can have no aiLswer to give to such proposals 
or to such questions.'’ After six days’ arrest, and after the 
Prince of I’eace had in vain endeavoured to discover some- 
thing to inculpate 'I'heir l^oyal Highnesses, they were invited 
to Court, and reconciled both to him and their royal parents. 
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I ETTER \LVIII 

Paris, SepUmber, 1805 

Rh Lord, — 1 \\ill add in this letter, to the communi 
cation of the gentlemen mentioned in m> last, what I 
remember myself of the letter \ihich was circulated among 
our diplomatists, concerning the intrigues at Madrid 

The Prince of Peace, before he listened to the adiicc 
of Duke de Montemar, had consulted BeumonviUe, who 
dissuaded all violence and as much ns possible all noist 
This accounts for the favourites pretended moderation on 
this occasion But though he wis e\temall) reconciled 
nnd, as was reported at Madrid, had stiorn hts reconaltahon 
cien b\ tahng the sacrament, nil the undertakings of the 
Prince nnd Princess of Asturias were strictl) obsened nnd 
reported b> the spies whom he had placed round Ihcir 
Royal Highnesses Vain of his success nnd uctorj, Hl 
L\ en lost thnt respectful dtmennour which a good ivij> 
well bred subject alwnjs shows to the heir to the throiiL 
nnd the Princes related to his Sovereign He sometinit'* 
behaved with a premeditated fnmihnntj, and with nn inso 
lence provoking or defying resentment It wns on the 
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days of great festivities, when the Court was most brilliant, 
and the courtiers most numerous, that he took occasion 
to be most arrogant to those whom he traitorously and 
audaciously dared to call his rivals. On the 9th of last 
December, at the celebration of the Queen’s birthday, his 
conduct towards Their Royal Highnesses excited such general 
indignation that the remembrance of the occasion of the 
fete, and the presence of their Sovereigns, could not repress 
a murmur, which made the favourite tremble. A signal 
from the Prince of Asturias would then have been sufficient 
to have caused the insolent upstart to be seized and 
thrown out of the window. I am told that some of the 
Spanish grandees even laid their hands on their swords, 
fixing their eyes on the heir to the throne, as if to say : 
“Command, and your unworthy enemy shall exist no more.” 

To prepare, perhaps, the royal and paternal mind for 
deeds which contemporaries always condemn, and posterity 
will always reprobate, the Prince of Peace procured a 
history to be written in his oiv?i way and manner, of 
Don Carlos, the unfortunate son of the barbarous and 
unnatural Philip II. ; but the Queen’s confessor, though, 
like all her other domestics, a tool of the favourite, threw 
it into the fire with reproof, saying that Spain did not 
remember in Philip II. the grand and powerful monarch, 
but abhorred in him the royal assassin ; adding that no 
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hws huniin or divine no institutions no supremacy what 
ever, could authorize a parent to stain his hands m the 
blood of his children — These anecdotes are sufficient both 
to elucidate the in\eteracy of the favourite the abject state 
of the heir to the throne and the incomprehensible infatua 
tion of the king and Queen 

Our ambassador in the meantime dissembled always 
with the Prince and Princess of \slurias, and even mado 
them understand that he disapproved of those occurrences 
so disagreeable to them but he neither offered to put an 
end to them nor to be a mediator for a perfect reconciliation 
with their Sovereigns He was guided by no other motive 
but to keep the favourite in subjection and alarm by pro 
serving a correspondence with his rivals lhat this was the 
ease and the motive cannot be doubted from the financial 
intrigue he earned on in the beginning of last month 

I oreigners have but an imperfect or erroneous idea of 
the amount of the immense sums Spam has paid to our 
( overnment m loans in lontnbiUions m donations and 
in subsidies Since the reign of Honaparte or for tlie'si. 
last five \cars upwards of half the revenue of the Spanish 
monarchy has either been broUglit into our national irta urv 
or into the priw purse of the Bonaparte family Uitlioiit 
the aid of Spinish money neither vnouUI our gunbaats have 
been built our fleets e juipped nor our arnue paid Ilie 
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dreadful situation of the Spanish finances is, therefore, not 
surprising — it is, indeed, still more surprising that a general 
bankruptcy has- not already involved the Spanish nation in 
a general ruin. 

When, on his return from Ital}', the recall of the Russian 
negotiator and the preparations of Austria convinced Bona- 
parte of the probability of a Continental war, our troops 
on the coast had not been paid for W'o months, and his 
imperial ministers of finances had no funds either to dis- 
charge the arrears or to provide for future payments until 
the beginning of the year 14, or the 22nd instant. Beurnon- 
ville was, therefore, ordered to demand peremptorily from the 
Cabinet of Madrid forty millions of livres — ;£i, 666 ,ooo — in 
advance upon future subsidies. Half of that sum had, indeed, 
shortly before arrived at Cadiz from America, but much 
more was due by the Spanish Government to its own creditors, 
and promised them in payment- of old debts. The Prince 
of Peace, in consequence, declared that, however much he 
wished to oblige the French Government, it was utterly 
impossible to procure, much less to advance such sums.’ 
Beurnonville then became more assiduous than ever about 
the Prince and Princess of Asturias ; and he had the impu- 
dence to assert that they had promised, if their friends were 
at the head of affairs, to satisfy the wishes and expectation 
of the Emperor of the French, by seizing the treasury at 
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Cadiz, and paying the State creditors m i.ales detturo notes 
hitherto payable m cash and ne\er at a discount The 
stupid favourite s\\ allowed the palpable bait, four millions 
in dollars were sent under an escort to this country, while 
the Spanish notes instantly fell to a discount at first of 
four and afterwards of si\ per cent, and probably will fall 
lower still as no treasures are expected from America this 
autumn It was with two millions of these dollars that the 
credit of the Bank of France was restored, or at least 
/flr some tme enabled to resume its payments m specie 
Thus wretched Spam pays abroad for the forging of those 
disgraceful fetters which oppress her at home, ind sup* 
ports a foreign tyranny, which finally must produce domestic 
misery as well as slavery 

Mhen the Pnnee and Pnneess of Asturias were mforiTU.il 
of the scandalous and false assertion of Beurnonville, they 
and their adherents not only publicly, and m all socittics, 
contradicted it, but affirmed that, rather than obtain authonty 
or influence on such ruinous terms, they would have con 
sented to remain discarded and neglected during tliur h'Ci. 

I hey took the more care to have their sentiments known 
on this subject, as our ambassadors calumny bad hurt thtir 
popularity It was then first that, to revenge the shann. 
with which hts dupticiiy had covered him, Beurnonvil/'- 
jicrmittcd and persuader! the J*rincc of I’eact /' ihc 
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chastisement of Their Royal Highnesses in the persons of 
their favourites. Duke de Montemar, the grand officer to 
the Prince of Asturias ; ]\farquis de Villa Franca, the grand 
equerry to the Princess of Asturias ; Count de Miranda, 
chamberlain to the King ; and the Countess Dowager del 
Monte, with six other Court ladies and four other noblemen, 
were, therefore, exiled from Madrid into different provinces, 
and forbidden to reside in any place within twenty leagues 
of the residence of the royal family. According to the last 
letters and communications from Spain, the Prince and 
Princess of Asturias had not appeared at Court since the 
insult offered them in the disgrace of their friends, and 
were resolved not to appear in any place where they might 
be likely to meet with the favourite. 

Among our best informed politicians here, it is expected 
that a revolution and a change of dynasty will be the issue 
of this our political embryo in Spain. Napoleon has more 
than once indirectly hinted that the Bonaparte dynasty will 
never be firm and fixed in France as long as any Bourbons 
reign in Spain or Italy. Should he prove victorious in the 
present Continental contest, another peace, and not the 
most advantageous, will again be signed with your country 
— a peace which, I fear, will leave him absolute master of 
all- Continental states. His family arrangements are publicly 
avowed to be as follow : — His third brother, Louis, and his 



64 THE SECRET HISTORY OF 

sons, are to be the heirs of the Trench Empire Joseph 
Bonaparte is at the death or resignation of Napoleon to 
succeed to the kingdom of Ital>, including Naples Lucien 
though at present in disgrace, is considered as the person 
destined to supplant the Bourbons m Spam where during 
hi% embassj iti rSoo, and in rSoi, he formed certain 
connections which Napoleon still keeps up and presenes. 
Holland will be the inheritance of Jerome should Napoleon 
not live long enough to extend his power in Great Britain 
Such are the modest pretensions our impenal courtiers bcsto" 
upon the familj of our Sovereign 

As to the Pnnce of Peace, he is onl) an imbecile instru 
ment in the hands of our intnguers and innoiators which 
the> make use of os long as they find it necessarj, and 
which, when that ceases to be the case, thej break and 
throw awa> This idiot is made to behe\e that both h*' 
political and ph)sical existence depends entirel) upon oiir 
support and he has infused the same ndiculous notion 
into his accomplices and adherents Guilt ignorance and 
cowardice thus misled maj, directed b> art, interest and 
(raft, perform wonders to entangle themsehes in the dcstrui 
tion of their countri 

Beurnonvillc our present ambassador at Madnd i*' the 
son of a porter and wav a porter himself when m 1770 h^- 
enhsted as a soldier in one of our regiments senmg in tin- 
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East Indies. Having there collected ' some pillage, he pur- 
chased .the place of a major in the militia of the Island of 
'Bourbon, but was for his immorality broken by the governor. 
Returning to France, he bitterly complained of this injustice, 
and, after much cringing in the ante-chambers of ministers, 
he obtained at last the Cross of St. Louis as a kind of in- 
demnity. About the same time he also bought with his 
Indian wealth the place of an officer in the Swiss Guard 
of Monsieur, the present Louis XVIII. Being refused 
admittance into any genteel societies, he resorted with 
Barras and other disgraced nobles to gambling-houses, and 
he even kept two himself when the Revolution took place. 
He had at the same time, and for a certain interest, ad- 
vanced Madame d’Estainville money to establish her famous, 
or rather infamous, house in the Rue de Bonnes Enfants, 
near the Palais Royal — -a house that soon became the 
fashionable resort of our friends of Liberty and Equality. 

In 1790, Beurnonville offered his services as aide-de- 
camp to our then hero of great ambition and small capacity. 
La Fayette, who declined the honour. The Jacobins were 
not so nice. In 1792, they appointed him a general under 
Dumouriez, who baptised him his Ajax. This modern Ajax, 
having obtained a separate command, attacked Treves in a 
most ignorant manner, and was worsted with great loss. The 
official reports of our revolutionary generals have long been 
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admired for their viodesiy as well as zeractty , but Beumon 
Mile h-is almost outdone them all, not excepting our great 
Bonaparte In a report to the National Convention con 
cernmg a terrible engagement of three hours near Grewen 
macker, Beurnomille declares that, though the number of 
the enemy killed was immense, his troops got out of the 
scrape with the loss of onlj the little finger of one of hts 
riflemen. On the 4th of Februarj, 1793, a fortnight after 
the execution of Louis Wl, he was nominated minister 
of the ^\a^ Department — a place which he refused under 
a pretence that he was better able to serve his countrj with 
his sword than wuh bis pen, having alreadj been in one 
hundred and tu’enly battles (where, he did not enumerate 
or state) On the r4lh of the following March, howeier, 
he accepted the ministerial portfolio, which he did not keep 
long, being delivered up b> his Hector, Dumoune/ to the 
Austrians He remained a prisoner at Olmulz until tfic 
22nd of November, 1795, "hen he was included among the 
persons exchanged for the daughter of I ouis NVI , her 
present Ro)aI Highness the Duchess of Angouteme 

In the autumn of 1796 he had a Icmporarj command 
of the dispersed remnants of Jourdan’s arm}, and m 1797 
he was sent as a French commander to Holland In I7y9> 
Bonaparte appointed him an ambassador to the Court of 
Berlin, and in 1803 removed him m the same character to 
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the Court of Madrid. In Prussia, his talents did not cause 
him to be dreaded, nor did his personal qualities make him 
esteemed. In France he is laughed at as a boaster, but 
not trusted as a warrior. In Spain he is neither dreaded 
• nor esteemed, neither laughed at nor courted ; he is there 
universally despised. He studies to be thought a gentle- 
man but the native porter breaks through the veil of a 
ridiculously affected and outre politeness. Notwithstanding 
the complacent grimaces of his face, the self-sufficiency of 
his looks, his systematically powdered and dressed hair, his 
showy dress, his counted and short bows, and his presump- 
tuous conversation, teeming with ignorance, vulgarity and 
obscenity, he cannot escape even the most inattentive 
observer. 

'Hie ambassador, Beurnonville, is now between fifty and 
sixty years of age j is a grand officer of our Imperial Legion 
of Honour \ has a brother who is a turnkey, and two sisters, 
one married to a tailor, and another to a merchant who cries 
dogs’ and cats’ meat in our streets. 
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LETTER \LI\ 


PaR!':, Seftemhr, 1S05 

M\ Lx)RDj — B omparte did not at first intend to tile 
his wife Mith him i\hfen he set out for Stnsburg, but her 
tears, the effect of her tenderness and apprehension for his 
person, at last altered his resolution Madame Kapoleon to 
tell the truth does not like much to be in the poiver of 
Joseph nor e\en m that of her sonmh«, Louis Bona 
parte, should an) accident make her a widow 

Dunng the Emperors absence the former is the prcsi 
dent of the senate, and the latter the goiernor of this 
capital, and commander of the troops in the mtenor , so 
that the one dictates the Senatus Consullum, in cast of a 
a-acanc) of the throne, and the other supports these end 
determinations with hij, militatj forces E\en with tht arm) 
in German), \apoleons brother in law, Murat, 1$ as a pillar 
of the Bonapvarte d)nast), and to preaent the intrigues and 
plots of other generalj. from an impenal diadem, while, in 
Ital), his step-son, Tugenius de Beauharnais, as a aaccren 
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commands even the commander-in-chief, Massena. It must 
be granted that the Emperor has so ably taken his precau- 
tions that it is almost certain that, at first, his orders will 
be obeyed, even after his death ; and the will deposited 
by him in the senate, without opposition, .carried into 
execution. These very precautions evince, however, how 
uncertain and precarious he looks upon his existence to 
be, and that, notwithstanding addresses and oaths, he appre- 
hends that the Bonaparte dynasty will not survive him. 

Most of the generals now employed by him are either 
of his own creation, or men on whom he has conferred 
rank and wealth, which they might' consider unsafe under 
any other prince but a Bonaparte. The superior officers, 
not included in the above description, are such insignificant 
characters . that, though he makes use of their experience 
and courage, he does not fear their views or ambition. 
Among the inferior officers, and even among the men, all 
those who have displayed, either at reviews or in ‘battles, 
capacity, activity or valour, are all members of his Legion 
of Honour and are bound to him by the double tie of 
gratitude and self-interest. They look to him alone for 
future advancements, and for the preservation of the dis- 
tinction they have obtained from him. His emissaries 
artfully disseminate that a Bourbon would inevitably over- 
throw everything a Bonaparte has erected j and that all 
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miljtar} and cjvil officers renarded or favoured b} NipoJeon 
the First vvill not onl) be discarded, but disgraced, and 
perhaps punished, b} a Louis Will An) person v\ho 
would be imprudent enough to attempt to prove the im 
possibilitj, as Well as the absurdit), of these impolitic and 
retrospective measures, aiould be mstantlj taJv.en up and 
shot as an emissarj of the Bourbons 

I have often amused m>self in conversing with our 
new generals and new officers , there is such a cunous 
mixture of ‘ignorance and inforrnation, of credulitj and 
disbelief, of real boasting and affected modest), m ever) 
thing the> say or do in companj , their manners are far 
from being elegant, but also verj distant from vulgant) , 
the) do not resemble those of what we formcrlj called 
ge/ts comme tl fnut, and In bonne soetete ' nor thost of the 
bourgeoisie or the lower classes Thc) form a new spccits 
of fashionables, and a bauf ton mltlmre, whigb strikes a 
person * accustomed to Courts at first with surjmsc, and 
perhaps with indignation, though, after a time, thosc of our 
sex at least become reconciled jf not pleased with it 
because there is a kind of tnililar) frankness interwoven 
with thc milUarj roughness Our ladies, however (I mean 
those who have seen other Courts, or remember our otlwr 
coteries), complain loiidl) of this alteration of address and 
of this fashionable innovation and pretend tlut our niiliiaf'* 
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under the notion of being frank, are rude, and b)' the 
negligence of their’ manners and language, are not only 
offensive, but inattentive and indelicate. This is so much 
the more provoking to them, as_ our imperial courtiers and 
imperial placemen do not think themselves fashionable 
■without imitating our military gentr)', who take Napoleon 
for their exclusive model and chief in everything, even in 
manners. 

•What I have said above only applies to those officers 

whose parents are not of the lowest class, or who entered 

so early or so young into the army that they may be said 

to have been educated there, and as they advanced, have 

assumed the ton of their comrades of the same rank. I 
was invited, some time ago, to a wedding, by. a jeweller 
whose sister had been my nurse, and whose daughter was 
to be married to a captain of hussars quartered here. 
The bridegroom had engaged several other officers to assist 
at the ceremony, and to partake of the fete and ball that 
followed. A general of the name of Liebeau was also of 
the party, and obtained the place of honour by the side 
of the bride’s mother. At his entrance into the apartment 
I formed an opinion of him which his subsequent conduct 
during the ball confirmed. 

During the dinner he seemed to forget that he had a 
knife and a fork, and he did "not eat of a dish (and he ate 
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of them all, numerous as thej were) ^^^thout bespattering 
or besmearing himself or his neighbours He broVe t«o 
glasses and one phte, and, for equality’s sake, I suppose, 
iihen he threw the wine on the lady to his nght, the lady 
to his left was inundated with sauc^ In getting up from 
dinner to take coffee and liqueurs, according to our custom, 
as he took the hand of the mistress of the house, he seized 
at the same time a comer of the napkin, and was not 
aware of his blunder till the destruction of bottles, g)as«e> 
and plates, and the screams of the ladies, informed him of 
the hasoc and terror his awkward gallantry had occasional 
^\hen the ball began, he was too \am of his rank and pre- 
cedency to sulTer anyone else to lead the bride dovrn the 
first dance, but she was not, I believe, much obliged to 
him for his politeness , it cost her the tail of her wedding 
gown and a broken nail, and she continued hnie dunng 
the remainder of the night In making an apology to her 
for his want of dextcnly, and assuring her that he was not 
so awkward m handling the enemies of his country m batik 
as in handing the friends he esteemed in a dince, he gavx 
no quarter to an old maiden aunt, whom, in the vioknct 
of his gesticulation, he knocked down with his tibow and 
laid sprawling on the ground He was solicr when tViest 
.accidents literally occurred 

Of this original I collected the following jiarticuLars • 
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Before the Revolution he was a soldier in the regiment of 
Flanders, from which he deserted and became a corporal 
in another regiment; in 1793 he was a drum-major in one 
of the battalions in garrison in Paris. You remember the 
struggles of factions in the latter part of ' May and in the 
beginning of June, the same year, when Brissot and his 
accomplices were contending with Marat, Robespierre and 
their adherents for the reins of power. On the ist of 
June the latter party could not get a drummer to beat the 
alarm, though they offered money and advancement. At last 
Robespierre stepped forward to Liebeau and said, “ Citizen, 
beat the alarm march, and to-day you shall be nominated 
a general.” Liebeau obeyed, Robespierre became victorious 
and kept his promise,- and thus my present associate gained 
his rank. He has since been employed under Jourdan in 
Germany, and under Le Courbe in Switzerland. When, 
under the former, he was ordered to retreat towards the 
Rhine, he pointed out the march route to his division ac- 
cording to his geographical knowledge, but mistook upon 
the map the River Main for a turnpike road, and: com- 
manded the retreat accordingly. Ever since, our troops 
have called that river La chausce de Liebeau. He was not 
more fortunate in Helvetia. Being ordered to cross one 
of the mountains, he_ marched his men into a glacier, where 
twelve perished before he was aware of his mistake. 
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Being afterHards appointed a governor of Blots ho 
there became a petty, insupportable t>Tant, and laid all 
the inhabitants mdiscnmmafel) under arbttnrj contnbutton 
Those who refused to pa> were imprisoned as aristocrats 
and their propert) confiscated in the name and on the 
part of the nation , that is to say, he appropriated to 
himself m the name of the nation everything that struck 
his fanc) and if any complaints were made, the owners 
irere seized and sent to the Revolutionar) Tribunal it 
I’ans to be condemned as the correspondents or adherents 
of the rO)alists of La Vendee After the death of Rolxs 
pierre he was deprived of this profitable place, in which 
during the short space of eleven months, he amassed fne 
millions of livres — ;^'»o8,ooo The Director) then gave 
him a division, first under Jourdan arid afterwards under 
Le Courbe Bonaparte, after witnessing his incapicit) m 
Italy in x8oo put him on tpe half pay, and has latul) 

made him a commander of the I-.cgion of Honour 

His dear spouse, Madame Liebcau, is his counterpart 
\Mien • he mimed her, she was crying mackerel and 
herrings in our streets but she told me in confidenci 
during the dinner being seated by my side, that her father 
was an officer of fortune and a Chevalier of the OrtUr 
of St Ixmis She assured me that her husband had done 
greater services to lus country than Bonaparte, and tin* 
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had it not been for his p.atrioti.sin in 1793. the Austrians 
would have taken Paris. .She was very angry with Madame 
Napoleon, to whom .she had been presented, Init who had 
not shown her so much attention and civility as was due to 
her husband's rank. iia\itig never invited her to more than 
one supper and two tea-parties: and when invited by lier, 
h.ad sent Nuroc with an apology that she was unable to 
come, though the same evening she went to the opera. 

Anotlier guest, in tin; regimentals of a colonel, seemed 
rather bashful wlien I spoke to him. I could not com- 
prehend the rea.son. and therefore enquired of our hf)st 
who he wa.s.' (^'ou know tltat with us it is not tlie 
custom to introduce per.sons by name, A'c., as in your 
country, when meeting in mi.ved companies.) He answered, 
“Do you not remember ‘your brother's jocke)’, I'rial ? '' - 
“Yes," said I, “but he was established by my 'brother as 
a hairdrc.sser.'-' — “He is the very same person,'’ replied the 
jeweller. “ He has fought very bravely, and is now a 
colonel of dragoons, a gre.'it favourite with Bonaparte, and 
will be a general at the first promotion. ’’ As the colonel 
did not seem to desire a renewal of acquaintance with me, 

I did not intrude my.self upon him. 

During the .supper the military gentlemen were en- 
couraged by the bridegroom, and the bottle went round 
very freely ; and the more they drank, the greater and more 
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Molent became their pobtical discussions Liebeau vocife- 
rated in favour of republican and revolutionar) measures, 
and avowed his approbation of requisitions, confiscations, 
and the guillotine , while Trial inclined to the regular and 
organized despotism of one, to secret trial, and still more 
secret executions , defending arbitrary imprisonments, exiles 
and transportations This displeased Madame Liebeau, who 
exclaimed, “ Since the colonel is so fond of an impernl 
government, he can have no objection to remain a faithful 
subject whenever my husband, Liebeau, becomes an Antoine 
the First, Emperor of the French” Fml smiled 'uth con 
tempt “ ^ ou seem to think it improbable,” ' said Libeau 
“I, Antoine Liebeau — I have more prospect of being an 
Emperor than Napoleon Bonaparte had ten jears ago, when 
he was onlj a colonel, and arrested as a terrorist And am 
I not 1 Trenchman ? And is he not a foreigner’ Comt, 
shake hands with me, as soon as I am an Emperor, depend 
upon It you shall be a general, and a grand olhcu of the 
Legion of Honour” — “Ah’ mj jewel,” interrupted Madame 
Liebeau, “how happy will I ranee then be Vou arc such 
a fntnd of peace Wc will tlien have no war\ no tontn 
buiions , all the English milords may then conn. Iicrt and 
spend their nionev, nobody cares about where or ho" 
Mill you not, then, my sweet love, make all the gtntknnn 
here your chamberlains, .and iicmiU me to accept of all the 
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ladies of the company for' my maids-of-honour or , ladies-in- 
waiting ? 

c 

“Softly, softl)^,” cried Frial, who now began to be as 
intoxicated and as ambitious as the general ; “ whenever 
Napoleon dies, I have more hope, more claim, and more 
right than you to the throne. I am in actual service ; and 
had not Bonaparte been the same, he might have still re- 
mained upon the half-pay, obscure and despised. Were not 
most of the field-marshals and generals under him now, 
above him ten years ago ? May I not, ten years hence, if 
I am satisfied with you. General Liebeau, make you also 
a field-marshal, or my minister of war ; and you, A'ladame 
Liebeau, a lady of my wife’s wardrobe, as soon as I am 
married? I, too, have my plans and my views, and per- 
haps one day you will recollect this conversation, and not 
be sorr)" for my acquaintance.” — “ ^\’hat ! you a colonel, an 
Emperor, before me, who have so long been- a general,-'” 
howled Liebeau, who was no longer able to speak. “ I 
would sooner knock your brains out with this bottle than 
suffer such a precedence ; and my wife a lady of your 
wardrobe ! she who has possessed from her birth the soul 
of an Empress ! No, sir ; never will I take the oatn to 
)'ou, nor sufier anybody else to take it." — “ Then I v. ill 
punish you as a rebel,” retorted Frial: “and as sure as you 
stand here you shall be .shot.” 
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Liebeau then rose up to fetch his si\ord, but the 
company interfered, and the dispute about the pnont> 
of claim to the throne of France bet\i een the ci-dn 
drummer and adetant jockey i\as left undecided Irom 
the ivords and looks of several of the captains present, I 
think that they seemed, in their o«n opinions, to liait, as 
much prospect and expectation to reign over the French 
empire as either Genera! Liebeau or Colonel Trial 

As soon as I returned home I wrote down this curious 
conversation and this debate about supremacy To what i 
degradation is the highest rank in my unfortunate countr) 
reduced when two such .jiersonagcs serious!) contend abotrC 
It ' I collected more subjects for meditation and melanchol) 
m this low compnn) (where, b) the-b>c, I witnessed mon, 
vulgirit) and more indecencies than 1 had before seen 
during m) life) than from all former scenes of humilntion 
and disgust since mj return here ^\hcn 1 the next da) 

mentioned jt to General de M , whom )ou have known 

as an emigrant otheer m )Oiir service, but whom pohej has 
since ran^jCd under the colours of Bonaparte, he assurid 
me that these diseussions about the imperial throne arc vtr) 
frequent among the superior officers, and have caused man) 
blood) scenes and that hardly an) of our genenb of an) 
talent exist who have not the same arrure pensee of soie 
da) or other Napoleon cannot tlierefore well be ignorant 
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of the many other dynasties here now rivalling that of the 
Bonapartes, and who wait only for his exit to tear his 
Senatus Consultum, his will, and his family, as well as each 
other, to pieces. 
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LETTER L 


Paris Seftmltr, 1805 

Rr\ lORD, — I was latelj invited to a tea part) b) one 
of our rich upstarts, who, from a scavenger, is, b> lh(- 
Revolution and b> Bonapirte, transformed into a l^sJiior, 
commander of the Legion of Honour, and possessor of 
wealth amounting to eighteen millions of Iivtcs — ;^75o,doo 
In this house I saw for the first lime the famous Midamu 
Chevalier, the mistress, and the indirect cause of the un 
timel) end, of the unfortunate Paul the Tirst S)ie is ver) 
short, fat and coarse I do not know whether prejudwt 
from what I have heard of Jicr vile, greed) and immoral 
character, influenced m) feelings but she appeared to ntc 
a most artful, vain and disc^rteible woman She looked 
to be about thirij six )ears of age , and though siie mipht 
when jounger hive been well made, it is imi>ossiblc tint 
she could ever hive been handsome The feiturcs of li«.r 
face are fir from being regular Her mouth is large, hi.f 
c>es hollow, and her nose short Her language is that of 
brothels, and her minntrx correspond with her cxpre^siom. 
Mie is the diughttr of a workman it a silk niamifjctor) at 
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Lyons ; she ceased to be a maid before she had attained 
the age of a woman, and lived in a brothel in her native 
city, kept by a Madame Thibault, where her husband first 
became acquainted with her. Having then a tolerably 
good voice, and being young and insinuating, he intro- 
duced her on the same stage where he was one of the 
inferior dancers. Here in a short time she improved so 
much, that she was engaged as a supernumerary ; her 
salary in France as an actress was, however, never above 
twelve hundred livres in the year — — wliich was four 
hundred livres more than her husband received. 

He, with several other inferior and unprincipled actors 
and dancers, quitted the stage in the beginning of the 
Revolution for the clubs ; and instead of diverting his 
audience, resolved to reform and regenerate his nation. 
His name is found in the annals of the crimes perpetrated 
at Lyons, by the side of that of a Fouche, a Collot 
d’Herbois, and other wicked offsprings of rebellion. With 
all other terrorists, he was imprisoned for some time after 
the death of Robespierre ; as soon as restored to liberty, 
he set out with his wife for Hamburg, where some 
amateurs had constructed a French theatre. 

It was in the autumn of 1795 when Madame Chevalier 
was first heard of in the North of Europe, where her arrival 

occasioned a kind of theatrical war between the French, 
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American and Hamburg Jacobins on one side, and the 
English and emigrant loj^ists on the other Having no 
money to continue her pretended journey to S^\eden, she 
asked the manager of the French theatre at Hamburg to 
allow her a benefit, and to play on that night She 
selected, of course, a part in which she could appear to 
the most advantage, and i\as deservedly applauded The 
sery next evening the Jacobin cabal called the manager 
upon the stage, and insisted that Madame Chevalier should 
be given a regular engagement He replied that no place 
suitable to her talents vvas vacant, and that it would be 
ungenerous to turn awaj for her sake another actress with 
whom the public had hitherto declared their satisfaction 
The Jacobins continued inflexible, and here, as well as 
everywhere else, supported injustice by violence As the 
patriotism of the husband, more than the charms of the 
wife, was known to have produced this indecent fracas, 
which for upwards of a week interrupted the pla>s, all 
anti Jacobins united to restore order In this the) would, 
perhaps, have finally succeeded, had not the bajonets of 
the Hambu^ soldiers interfered, and forced this preaous 
piece of revolutionary furniture upon the manager and 
upon the stage. . 

After displaying her gratitude tn her oti'i uaj to each 
individual of the Jacobin levy eii masse in her favour, she 
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was taken into keeping by a then rich and married 
Hamburg merchant, who made her a present of a richly 
and elegantly furnished house, and expended besides ten 
thousand louis d’or on her, before he had a mortifying con- 
viction that some other had partaken of those favours for 
which he had so dearly paid. A countryman of yours 
then showed himself with more noise than honour upon 
the scene, and made his debut with a phaeton and four, 
which he presented to his theatrical goddess, together with 
his own dear portrait, set round with large and valuable 
diamonds. Madame Chevalier, however, soon afterwards 
hearing that her English gallant had come over to Ger- 
many for economy, and that his credit with his banker 
was nearly exhausted, had his portrait changed for that of 
another and richer lover, preserving, however, the diamonds ; 
and she e.xposed this inconstancy even upon the stage, by 
suspending, as if in triumph, the new portrait fastened on 
her bosom. The Englishman, wishing to retrieve his phaeton 
and horses, which he protested only to have lent his belle, 
found that she had put the whole equipage into a kind of 
lottery, or raffle, to which all her numerous frioids had 
subscribed, and that an Altona Jew had won it. 

The successor of your countryman w'as a Russian noble- 
man, succeeded in his turn by a Polish Jew, who was 

ruined and discarded within three months. She then 

6 — 2 
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became the propertj of the public, and hs her acti\e tn 
dits/Q, during a sta) of four jears at Hambuig she ^vas 
enabled to remit to France, before her departure for Russia, 
one million tv\o hundred thousand Iutcs — ^;^5oooo. Her 
populant) was however, at that period \er> much on the 
decline, as she had stooped to the most indelicate means 
to collect monej, and to extort it from her fnendb and 
acquaintances She had ahvajs lists of subscriptions m her 
poclvct , some, with proposals to pla) in her lottenes for 
tnnkels unnecessaia to her, others, to procure her b> the 
assistance of subscribers, some trinkets nhich she n-anted 
I suppose It to be no secret to jou that the female 
agents of Fallej rands seen/ diplomacy are frequcntlj mon. 
useful than those of the other «e\. I am told that Madame 
kochechouart >ns that Jrend of our minister nbo engaged 
Madame Che\‘alier in her Russian expedition and who in 
structed her how to act her parts well at St Petersburc 
I need not repeat what is so well known that after ihii 
artful emissar) had ruined the domestic happiness of the 
Russian monarch she degraded him in his political trans 
actions and became the indirect cause of his untimelj end 
in procuring for a bnbe of fiftj thousand roubles m monej 

and jewels the recall of P Z , one of the pnfr 

apal conspirators against the unfortunate Paul 

The wealth she plund^^ m the Ru« lan capital 
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within the short period of twenty months,' amounted to 
much above one million of roubles. For money she pro- 
cured impunity for crime, and brought upon innocence the 
punishment merited by guilt. The scaffolds of Russia were 
bleeding, and the roads to Siberia crowded with the vic- 
tims of the avarice of this female demon, who often promised 
what she was unable to perform, and, to silence complaint, 
added cruelty to fraud, and, after pocketing the bribe, re- 
sorted to the executioner to remove those whom she had 
duped. The shocking anecdote of the Sardinian secretary, 
whom she swindled out of nearly a hundred thousand roubles, 
and on whom she afterwards persuaded her imperial lover 
to inflict capital punishment, is too recent and too public 
to be unknown or forgotten. A Russian nobleman has 
assured me that the number of unfortunate individuals whom 
her and her husband’s intrigues have caused to suffer 
capitally during rSoo and 1801 was forty-six ; and that 
nearly three hundred persons besides, who could not or 
would not pay their extortionate demands, were exiled to 
Siberia during the same period of time. 

You may, perhaps, think that a low woman who could 
produce such great and terrible events, must be mistress of 
natural charms as ■well as of acquired accomplishments. 
As I have already stated, she can have no pretensions to 
cither, but she is extremely insinuating, sings tolerably well. 
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has a fresh and health) look, and possesses an unusuallj 
good share of cunning, presumption and duphcit) Her 
husband, also, everywhere took care to make her fashion 
able, and the vanity of the first of their dupes increased 
the number of her admirers and engaged the \anitj of others 
in their turn to sacrifice themselves at her shrme 

The immorality of our age, also, often procured htr 
populantj for what deserve’d, and in better times would 
have encountered, the severest reprobation In 1797, an 
emigrant lodged at an inn at Hamburg where another 
traveller was robbed of a hrge sum m read) mone) and 
jewels The unfortunate is altta>s suspected , and m the 
visit made to his room b> the magistrates wis found a ke) 
that opened the door of the apartment where the theft had 
been committed In vain did he represent that had he 
been the thief he should not have kept an instrument 
which was or might be, construed into an argument of 
guilt, he was carried to prison, and, though none of the 
property was discovered in his possession, would have been 
condemned had he not produced Madame Chevalier, who 
avowed that the key opened the door of her bedroom, 
which the smith who had made it confirmed, and swore 
that he had fabricated eight other keys for the same actress, 
and for the same purpose , 

At that time this woman lived in the same house with 
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her husband, but cohabited there with the husband of 
another woman. She had also places of assignation with 
other gallants at private apartments, both in Hamburg and 
at Altona. All these her scandalous intrigues were known 
even to the common porters of these cities. Tlie first 
time, after the affair of the ke}' had become public, .she 
acted in a play where a key was mentioned, and the 
audience immediately repeated, “ The key ! the key ! ” Far 
from being ashamed, she appeared every night in pieces 
selected by her where there was mention of key.s, and thus 
tired the jokes of the public. This impudence might have 
been expected from her, but it was little to be supposed 
that her barefaced vices should, as really was the case, 
augment the crowd of suitors, and occasion even some 
duels, which latter she both encouraged and rewarded. 

,Two brothers, of the name of de S , were both in 

love with her, and the eldest, as the richest, became her 
choice. Offended at his refusal of too large a sum of 

money, she wrote to the younger de S , and offered to 

accede to his proposals if, like a gentleman, he would 
avenge the affront she had experienced from his brother. 
He consulted a friend, who, to expose her infamy, advised 
him to send some confidential person to inform her that he 
had killed his elder brother and expected the recompense 
on the same night. He went and was received- with open 
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arms, and had just retired with her, ^\hen the elder brother, 
accompanied by his fnend, entered the room Jfadame 
Chevalier, instead of upbraiding, laughed, and the next da> 
the public laughed with her and applauded her more than 
ever She knew \ery well what she was doing The stones 
of the key and the duel produced for her more than four 
thousand lours dor by the number of new gallants they 
enticed It was a kind of emulation among all joung men 
in the North who should be foremost to dishonour and 
rum himself with this infamous woman 

Madame Chevalier and her husband now live here m 
grand style, and hate their grand parties, grand teas, grand 
assemblies and grand balls Their hotel, I am assured, is 
even visited by the Bonaparles and by the members of the 
foreign diplomatic corps In the house where I saw her, 
I Qbser\ed that Louis Bonaparte and two foreign ambas 
sadors spoke to her as old acquaintances Though rich, to 
the amount of ten millions of livres — ;^4i6,ooo — she, or 
rather her husband keeps a gambling house, and her super 
annuated charms are still to be bought for monej, ih® 
disposal of those amateurs who are fond of antiques Both 
her husband and herself are still members of our secrut 
dtplomac), though she complains loudly tint of the two 
millions of livres — ^83,000 — promised her in 1799 
Bonaparte and Talleyrand, if she could succeed m per 
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suading Paul I. to withdraw from his alliance with England 
and Austria, only six hundred thousand livres — ^^ 2 ^, 000 — 
has been paid her. 

I cannot finish this letter without telling you that 
before our military forces had reached the Rhine, our 
political incendiaries had already taken the field, and w’ere 
in full march to\vards the Austrian, Russian and Prussian 
capitals. The advanced guard of this dangerous corps con- 
sists entirely of females, all gifted with beauty and parts as 
much superior to those of Madame Chevalier as their in- 
structions are better digested. Bonaparte and Talleyrand 
have more than once regretted that Madame Chevalier was 
not ordered to enter into the conspiracy against Paul (whose 
inconsistency and violence they foresaw would make his 
reign short), that she might have influenced the conspirators 
to fix upon a successor more pliable and less scrupu- 
lous, and who would have suffered the Cabinet of St. 
Cloud to dictate to the Cabinet of St. Petersburg. 

I dined in company several times this last spring with 
two ladies who, rumour said, have been destined for your 

P of W and D of Y ever since the 

Peace of Amiens. Talleyrand is well informed what figures 
and what talents are requisite to make an impression on 
these princes, and has made his choice accordingl3L These 
ladies have lately disappeared, and when inquired after are 



90 


THE SECRET HISTOR\ OF 


Stated to be m the country, though I do not consider it 
improbable that the) have alread) arrived at headquarters 
The) are both rather fair and lust), above the middle sue, 
and about twent) five >ears of age They speak, besides 
French, the English and Italian languages The) are good 
drawers, good musicians, good singers, and, if necessar), 
even good drinkers 
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LETTER LI 


Paris, September, 1805. 

My I^ord, — Had the citi/.cns of the United States been 
as submissive to the taxation of your (lovernment as to the 
vexations of our ruler, America Avould, perhaps, have been 
■less free and Europe more tranquil. 

After the Treaty of Amiens had produced a general 
pacification, our Government was seriously determined to re- 
conquer from America a part of those treasures its citizens 
had gained during the revolutionary war, by a neutrality 
which our policy and interest required, and which the 
liberality of your Government endured. Hence the acquisi- 
tion we made of New Orleans from Spain, and hence -the 
intrigues of our emissaries in that colon}’^, and the peremp- 
tory requisitions of provision for St. Domingo by our minister 
and our generals. Had we been victorious in St. Domingo, 
most of our troops there were destined for the American 
Continent, to invade, according to circumstances, either the 
Spanish colonies on the te 7 -ra firma or the States of the 
American Commonwealth. The unforeseen rupture with 
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)Our countr) postponed a plan that is far from being bid 
aside 

You ma), perhaps, thinb that since «e sold Louisiana 
^\e ha\e no footing in Amenca that can threaten the peace 
or independence of the United States , but maj not the 
same dictates that procured us at Madrid the acquisition of 
New Orleans, also make us masters of Spanish Flonda^ 
And do \ou belie\e it improbable that the present disagree- 
ment between America and Spam is I^epi up by our 
intrigues and bj our future iiews^ Would not a word from 
us settle in an instant at Madrid the differences as well as 
the frontiers of the contending parties in Amenca^ And 
does It not seem to be the regular and s)stemauc plan of 
our Go^emment to provoke the retaliation of the Amencans, 
and to show our disregard of thtir privilege of neutralit) 
and nghts of independence, and that we insult them onl) 
because we despise them, and despise them onl) because 
we do not apprehend their resentment’ 

1 have heard the late American minister here assert that 
the Amencan lesseK captured bj our cruisers and con- 
demned b) our tribunals, onl) during the last war, amounted 
to above five hundred and their cargoes (all Amencan 
propert)) to one hundred and fift) millions of hvtes 
;^6,ooo,oOo Some few dajs ago I saw a pnnted list, 
presented b) the Amencan consul to our minister of the 
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marine department, claiming one ^ hundred and twelve 
American ships captured in the West Indies and on the 
coast of America within these last two years, the cargoes of 
which have all been confiscated, and most of the crews 
still continue prisoners at Martinico, at . Guadeloupe or 
Cayenne. Besides these, sixty -six American ships, after 
being plundered in part of . their cargoes at sea b)f our 
privateers, had been released ; and their claims for property 
thus lost, or damage thus done, amounted to one million 
three hundred thousand livres — _;^54,ooo 

You must have read the proclamations of our governors 
in the West Indies, and therefore remember that one dated 
at Guadeloupe, and another dated at the City of San 
Domingo, both declare, without farther ceremony, all 
American and other neutral ships and cargoes good and 
lawful prizes, when coming from or destined to any port 
in the Island of St. Domingo, because Bonapartd s subjects 
there were in a state of rebellion. Yfiiat would these phil- 
anthropists who, twelve years ago, wrote so many libels 
against your ministers for their pretended .system of famine, 
have said, had they, instead of prohibiting the carrying of 
ammunition and provisions to the ports of J‘ ranee, thus 
extended their orders without discrimination or distinction , 
How would the neutral Americans, and the neutral Danes, 
and their then allies, philosophers and Jacobins of all 
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^Yhen her husband returned to Europe. 'I'o our continual 
' representation against the liberties whicli the American 

s 

ne^Yspapers take with our government, witli our Jimjieror, 
with our imperial family, and with our imperial juinisters, 
the answer has always been, “ Prosecute the libtiJler, and 
as soon as he is convicted he will be punished.” 'J'liis 
tardy and /lega/ive justice is so opposite to our expeditious 
and summary mode of proceeding, of punishing finst and 
trying afterwards, that it must be both humiliating and 
offensive. In return, when the Americans have complaincrl 
to Turreaux against the piracy of our privateers, he has 
sent them here to seek redress, where they also will, to 
their cost, discover that in civil cases our juslicc has not 
the same rapid march as when it is a question of arrest- 
ing or transporting susp-ccted jjersons, or of tormenting, 
shooting or guillotining a pretended spy, or .st3pj>o;;ed 
conspirator. 


Had the peace of Europe continued, iierriadoUe v/ae 
the person selected by Ponapane and dalleyrand a/; our 
representative in Amerif-a : 'oe^ause vve then inOmdeo la 
sfrih, and not to negotiate. Put during the j/revmt em- 
broiled state o: Etirop-e, an intriguer wa', more neoettary 


there than either a '.vamor or a, poh’tanan. man vmo 
has passed through all the mme of our own E''r'/o,'.t-'on- 
who has h-^-n in the .'.-mTet-,. and a.o //U.’./.vj', o; a.', o -r 
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factions, IS undoubtedly a useful instrument iihere factions 
are to be created and directed, where wealth is designed 
for pillage, and a state for overthrow General Turreaux 
IS, therefore, in his place, and at his proper post, as our 
ambassador in America. 

This son of a xalet of the late DuVe of Bouillon, 
lurreaux called himself before the Revolution Chevalier 
de Grambouville, and was, m fact, a chevalier d'tndustne 
(a swindler)^ who supported himself bj gambling and 
cheating An associate’ of Beurnonville, Barras and other 
vile characters, he with them joined the colours of rebellion, 
and served under the former in 1795, m the arm> of the 
Moselle, first as a volunteer, and afterwards as an aide^e* 
camp In a speech at the Jacobin Club at Quesno), on 
the 20th of November, 1792, he made a motion— “That, 
throughout the whole republican army, all hits should be 
prohibited, and red caps substituted m their place , and, 
that not only portable guillotines, but portable Jacobin clubs, 
should accompany the soldiers of Liberty and Equality'’ 

A cousin of his was a member of the National Con 
vention, and one of those called Mountaineers, or slurd) 
partisans of Marat and Robespierre It was to the m 
fiuence of this cousin, that he was indebted, first for 
commission as an adjutant general, and afterwards for his 
promotion to a general of brigade In 1793* 
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ordered to march under the command of Santerre, to La 
Vendde, where he shared in the defeat of the Republicans 
at Vihiers. At the engagement near Roches d’Erigne he 
commanded, for the first time, a- separate column, and the 
capacity and abilities which he displayed on that occasion 
were such as might have been expected from a man who 
had passed the first thirty years of his life in brothels and 
gambling-houses. So pleasant were his dispositions, that 
almost the whole army narrowly escaped having been 
thrown and pushed into the River Loire. The battle of 
Doud was the only one in which he had a share, where 
the Republicans were not routed; but some few days after- 
wards, near Coron, all the troops under him were cut to 
pieces, and he was himself wounded. 

The confidence of his friends, the Jacobins, increased, 
however, in proportion to his disasters, and he was, in 
1794, after the superior number of the Republican soldiers 
had forced the remnants of the Royalists to evacuate what 
was properly called La Vendee, appointed a commander-in- 
chief. He had now an opportunity to display his infamy 
and barbarity. Having established his headquarters at 
Nantes, where he was safe, amidst the massacres of women 
and children ordered by his friend Carriere, he com- 
manded the Republican army to enter La Vendee in twelve 
columns, preceded by fire and sword ; and within four 
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\seeks, one of the most populous dep^^tments of trance, to the 
extent and circumference of stxty leagues, \\as laid waste— 
not a house, not a coltagev not a tree was spared, all was 
reduced to ashes , and the unfortunate inhabitants who had 
not perished amid the rum of their dwellings, were shot 
or stabbed while attempting to save themsehes from the 
common conflagration On the 22nd of January, 1794, he 
wrote to the Committee of Public Safety of the National 
Comention “Citizen Representatues ’ — A country of sixty 
leagues extent, I have the happiness to inform you, is now 
a perfect desert , not a dwelling, not a bush, but is reduced 
to ashes, and of one hundred and eighty thousand worth 
le?s inhabitants, not a soul breathes any longer Men and 
women, old men and children, ha\e all experienced the 
national xengeance, and are no more It was ^pleasure to 
a true Republican to see upon the bayonets of each of our 
braze Republicans the children of traitors, or their heads. 
According to the lowest calculation, / have despatched, within 
three months, two hundred thousand indixiduals of both 
sexes, and of all ages Vtie la Ripxtbhque ' / / ” In the 
works of Prudhomme and our republican writers, arc m 
serted hundreds of letters, still more cruelly cxtraxoigant, 
from this ci-detant fnend of Liberty and Equality, and at 
present faithful subject, and grand oflicer of the I^egion of 
Honour, of His Imperial Majesty Napoleon the 1 irsl 
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After the death of Robespierre, Turreaux, then a 
governor at Belleisle, was arrested as a terrorist; and shut 
up at du Plessis until the general amnesty released him in 
1795. During his imprisonment he amused himself with 
writing the memoirs of the war of La Vendee, in which he 
tried to prove that all his barbarities had been perpetrated 
for the sake of humanity, and to save the lives of Re- 
publicans. He had also the modesty to announce that, as 
a military work, his production would be equally interesting 
as those of a Folard and Guibert. These memoirs, how- 
ever, proved nothing but that he was equally ignorant and 
wicked, presumptuous and ferocious. 

During the reign of the Directory he was rather 
discarded, or only employed as a kind of recruiting officer 
to hunt young conscripts, but in 1800, Bonaparte gave 
him a command in the army of reserve ; and in 1802, 
another in the army of the interior. He then became 
one of the most assiduous and cringing courtiers at the 
Emperor’s levees ; while in the Empress’s drawing-room he 
assumed his former air and to 7 i of a chevalier, in hopes of 
imposing upon those who' did not remember the nickname 
•which his soldiers -gave him ten years before, of Chevalier 
of the Guillotine. 

At a ball of the Bonaparte family to which he was 
invited, the Emperor took the fancy to dance 'Avith his 

7—2 
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Step-daughter, Madame Louis He therefore unhooked his 
s«ord, which he handed to a young colonel, d’Avrj, stand 
mg by his side This colonel, who had been a page at 
the Court of Louis XVI , knew that it would have been 
against etiquette, and even unbecoming of him, to act as 
a valet to Napoleon while there were valets in the room , 
he therefore retreated, looking round for a servant “Oh'” 
said the Emperor, “ I see that 1 am mistaken , here, 
generals,’ continued he (addressing himself to half a dozen 
with whose independent principles and %ood hreedm^ he 
was acquainted), “take this sword during m> dance” 
They all pushed forward, but Turreaux and La Grange, 
another general and intriguer, were foremost , the latter, 
however, received the preference On the next daj, dAsrj 
was ordered upon service to Ca>enne 

Turreaux has acquired 6 y his fa(rio(tc deeds m La 
Vendee a fortune of seven millions of hvres — ;^292,ooo 
He has the highest opinion of his own capacit), while a 
moments conversation will inform a man of sense that he 
is only a conceited fool As to his political transactions, 
he has by his side, as a secretarj, a man of the name of 
I’etiy, who has received a dijdoniatic education, and does 
not want either subtlety or parts , and on him, no doubt, 
is thrown the drudgery of business During a European 
war, Turreaux s post is of little relative consequence, hut 
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should Napoleon Bonaparte live to dictate another general 
pacification, the United States will be exposed, on their 
frontiers or in their interior, to the same outrages their 
commercial navy now experiences on the main. 
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LETTER LII 


Paris, Sejiternbct, 1805 

My Lord, — A genera! officer, who has just arrived from 
Italj, has assured me that, so far from Bonaparte’s subjects 
on the other side of the Alps being contented and attached 
to his person and government, were a victonous Austrian 
arnij to enter the plains of Lombaiti} a general insurrection 
would be the consequence During these last nine 5 ears 
the inhabitants have not enjojed a moment’s tranquillitj or 
safet) Ever)’ relation or favourite whom Napoleon wished 
to provide for, or to enrich, he has saddled upon them 
as in free quarters , and since 1796, when the> first had 
the honour of our Emperor’s acquaintance, the> have paid 
more in taxes, m forced loans, requisitions and extortions 
of ever) description, than their ancestors or themselves had 
paid during the one hundred and ninct) six preceding jears. 
Such IS the public spirit, and such have been the 
sufTenn<^s of the people m the ci-devant Iximbard) m 
Piedmont the) are still worse off Havang more national 
character and more fidelit) towards their Sovereign than 
their neighbours, the> are also mote cruelly treated 7 heir 
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governor, General Menou, has caused most of the depart- 
ments to be declared under martial law, and without right 
to claim the protection of our happy constitution. In every 
city or town are organised special tribunals, the progeny of 
our revolutionary tribunals, against the sentences of which 
no appeal can be made, though these sentences are always 
capital ones. Before these, suspicion is evidence, and an 
imprudent word is subject to the same punishment as a 
murderous deed. Murmur is regarded as mutiny, and he 
who complains is shot as a conspirator. 

There exist only two ways for the wretched Piedmontese 
to escape these legal assassinations. They must either desert 
their country or sacrifice a part of their property. In the 
former case, if retaken, they are condemned as emigrants ; 
and in the latter they incur the risk that those to whom 
they have already given a part of their possessions, will also 
require the remainder, and, having obtained it, to enjoy in 
security the spoil will send them to the tribunals and to 
death. Menou has a fixed tariff for his protection, regulated 
according to the riches of each person ; and the tax-gatherers 
collect these arbitrary contributions with the regular ones, 
so little pains are taken to conceal or to disguise these 
robberies. 

Menou, by turns a nobleman and a sans - culotte, a 
Christian and a’ Mussulman, is wicked and profligate, not 
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from the impulse of the moment or of an} sudden gust 
of passion, but coldly and deliberate!} He calculates s\ath 
sangfroid the profit and the risk of every infamous action 
he proposes to commit, and determines accordingly. He 
owed some nches and the rank of a major general to the 
bounty of Louis XVI ^ but when he considered the immense 
value of the revolutionary plunder, called national property, 
and that those who confiscated could also promote, he did 
not hesitate what party to take A traitor is generally a 
coward , he has everywhere experienced defeats , he was de 
feated by his Royalist countrymen in 1793, by his Mahometan 
sectanes in 1800, and by your countrymen m 1801. 

Besides his Turkish wife, Menou has m the same house 
with her one Italian and two Trench girls, who live openly 
with him, but who are obliged to keep themselves by selling 
their influence and protection, and, perhaps, sometimes c\en 
their personal favours He has also in his hotel several 
gambling tables, where those who are too bashful to address 
therasehes to himself or his mistresses may deposit their 
donations, and if they are thought sufficient, the hint is 
taken and their business done He never pays any debts 
and never buys anything for ready money, and .all persons 
of his suite, or appertaining to his establishment, have the 
same pnvilege Troublesome creditors are recommended to 
the care of the special tribunals, which aho find meins to 
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reduce the obstinacy of those refractory merchants or traders 
who refuse giving any credit. All the money he extorts or 
obtains is brought to this capital and laid out by his agents 
in purchasing estates, which, from his advanced age and 
weak constitution, he has little prospect of long enjoying. 
He is a grand officer of Bonaparte’s Legion of Honour, 
and has a long claim to that distinction, because as early 
as on the 25th of June, 1790, he made a motion in the 
National Assembly to suppress all former Royal Orders in 
France, and to create in their place only a national one. 
Always an incorrigible flatterer, when Napoleon proclaimed 
himself Ali the Mussulman, Menou professed himself Ab- 
dallah the believer in the Alcoran. 

The late vice-president of the Italian Republic,’ Melzi- 
Eril, is now in complete disgrace with his Sovereign, 
Napoleon the First. If persons of rank and property 
would read through the list of those, their equals by birth 
and wealth, who, after being seduced by the sophistry of 
impostors, dishonoured and exposed themselves by joining 
in the Revolution, they might see that none of them have 
escaped insults, many have suffered death, and all have 
been, ^ or are, vile slaves, at the mercy of the whip of some 
upstart beggar, and trampled upon by men started up from 
the mud, of lowest birth and basest morals. If their revo- 
lutionary mania were not incurable, this truth and this 
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evidence would retain them within their dut), so corre- 
sponding with their real interest and present them from 
being an) longer borne along b) a current of mfam) and 
danger, and preserve them from being lost upon quichsands 
or dashed against rocks 

The conduct and fate of the Italian nobleman and 
Spanish grandee, Melzi Enl has induced me to make these 
reflections Wealth) as well as elevated, be might ha\e 
passed his life m uninterrupted tranquillit), enjoying its 
comforts vathout experiencing Us vicissitudes with the 
esteem of his contemporaries and without reproach from 
posterity or from his own conscience Unfortunately for 
him a joume) into this country made him acquainted both 
with philosophers and with our philosophical works, and 
he had neither natural capacity to distinguish errors from 
reality, nor judgment enough to perceive that what appeared 
improving and charming in theory, frequently became 
destructive and improper when attempted to be put into 
practice Returned to his own country, his acquired half 
learning made him wholly dissatisfied with his goiernmerU 
wath his religion and with himself In our Revolution he 
thought that he saw the first approach towards the perfection 
of the human species and that it would soon make mankind 
as good and as regenerated tn society as was promised m 
books ^lith our own regenerators he extenuated the enmt 
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which sullied their work from its first page, and declared 
them even necessary to make the conclusion so much the 
more complete. When, therefore, Bonaparte, in 1796, 
entered the capital of Lombardy, Melzi was among the 
•first of the Italian nobility who hailed him as a deliverer. 

The numerous vexations and repeated pillage of our 
government, generals, commissaries and soldiers, did' not 
abate his zeal nor alter his opinion. “The faults and suf- 
ferings of individuals,” he said, “are nothing to the goodness 
of the cause, and do not impair the utility of the whole.” 
To him, everything the Revolution produced was the best ; 
the murder of thousands and the ruin of millions were, with 
him, . nothing compared with the benefit the universe would 
one day derive from the principles and instruction of our 
armed and unarmed philosophers. In recompense for so 
much complacency, and such great patriotism, Bonaparte 
appointed him, in 1797, a plenipotentiary from the Cis- 
alpine Republic to the Congress at Rastadt ; and, in 1802, 
a vice-president of the Italian Republic. 

As Melzi was a sincere and disinterested republican 
fanatic, he did not much approve of the strides Bonaparte 
made towards a sovereignty that annihilated the sovereignty 
of his sovereign people. In a conference, however, with 
Talleyrand, at Lyons, in February, 1802, he was convinced 
that 'this age was not yet ripe for all the improvements oui; 
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philosophers intcndecl to confer on it, nnU Uni, to pruciM 
U from retrotrrdint; to the point ^hert it i\as found h\ 
our RuoUmon it w-ts netcssir) tint it should be rulctl b\ 
enlightened men s«eh '\s he *ind Honajnrte, to Mhom he 
adnsed Inm b) all nieius neur to gnt the leist hint 
ibout lihert} ind eqinhtj Our minister ended his fraternal 
cQunsei witli obliging' Mef/i to sign a stipulation for a jcarl) 
sum as a doueeiir for the place he oecupied 

I he sweets of power shortlj caused Mebi to foPj,et 
both the tenets of his philosopln and his scliemts of n> 
generUion Ik tni>ted so much to the promises of Rona 
jiarte and lallejruul that he beheseU Inmself destiiit'd to 
reioU for life, and was therefore, not a hiile surprised when 
he Mas ortlertd 1>^ Na|>oleon the 1 irst to descend and viluie 
I upeimis <ie Ileaulurnais as the deput) 'sO\ereign of the 
''osereign King of Hal) He wis not philosopher enough 
to lonceal Ins ehagnn nul Imwed with such a bad gnee 
to the new ^Kero) that it was Msihle he would have pre- 
ferred seeing in that suintion an \ustrnn Archduke as a 
governor genenl lo soften his disappointment, Ilonajiatte 
ofiered to make him a I’nnet, and with that rank indcnuiif) 
him for brtikmg the promises given at I)ons, where it is 
known tint tin inHutnee of Mtl« more than the uitrigiie> 
of I illevrand, dtivrmnud the Italian lotisulta in the thoiie 
of a pre^ldent 
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Immediately after Bonaparte’s return to France, Melzi 
left Milan, and retired to an estate in .Tuscany ; from that 
place he wrote to Talleyrand a letter full of reproach, and 
concluded by. asking leave to pass the remainder of his 
days in Spain among his relatives. An answer was presented 
him by an officer of Bonaparte’s Gendarmes d’Elite, in which 
he was forbidden to quit Italy, and ordered to return with 
the officer to Milan, and there occupy his office of Arch- 
Chancellor, to which he had been nominated. Enraged at 
such treatment, he endeavoured to kill himself with a dose 
of poison, but his attempt did not succeed. His health was, 
however, so much injured by it that it is not supposed he 
can live long. What a lesson for reformers and innovators 1 
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LI TIER UII 


1 Mvi'J September 1805 

M\ Lord — \ ndiculous affair lately occasioned n great 
deal of bustle among the members of our foreign d plomaijc 
corps hen Bonaparte demanded for himself and for his 
ife the title of Impeml Majesty and for his brothers and 
sisters that of Imperial Highness he also insisted on the 
salutation of a Serene Highness being given to his Arch 
Chancellor Cimbacercs and his Arch 1 reasurer 1 /i Brun 
Ihc political consciences of the independent representatius 
of independent Continental Princes immediately took the 
alarm at the latter mno\ation is the appellation of Serene 
Highness has neier hitherto been bestowed on persons who 
hid not princely rank They complained to Talleyrand 
they petitioned Bonaparte and tlicy even despatched couriers 
to their respective Courts The minister smiled the 
Emperor cursed and their own Cibincts deliberated Ah 
routs all assemblies all circles and all balls were at a 
stop. Cambaceres applied to his Sovereign to siijport ht^ 
pretensions as connected with his own dgniiy and the 
diplomatic corps held fonvard their dignity as opposing the 
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pretensions of Canibaceres. In this dilemma Bonaparte 
ordered all the ambassadors, ministers, envoys, and agents 
cn masse to the castle of the Tuileries. After hearing, with 
apparent patience, their arguments in favour of established 
etiquette and customs, he remained indexible, upon the 
ground that he, as master, had a right to confer what titles 
he chose within his own dominions on his own subjects ; 
and that those foreigners who refused to submit to his 
regulations might return to their own country. This jilain 
explanation neither effecting a conversion nor making any 
impression, he grew warm, and left the refractory diplo- 
matists with these remarkable words : “ Were I to create 
my Mameluke Rostan a King, lioth you and your masters 
should acknowledge him in that rank.” 

After this conference most of their Kxccllencies were 
seized with terror and fear, and would, perhaps, have sub- 
scribed to the commands of our limperor had not some 
of the wisest among them proposed, and obtained the 
consent of. the rest, to apply once more to ’’J'alleyrand, 
and purchase by some douceur his assistance in this great 
business. The heart of our minister is easily softened ; 
and he assented, upon certain conditions, to lay the whole 
before his Sovereign in such a manner that Cambaceres 
.should be made a Prince as well as a Serene Highness. 

It is said that Bonaparte was not easily persuaded to 
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this measure, and did not consent to it before the minister 
remarked that his condescension in this insignificant oppo 
sition to his ivill would proclaim his moderation and 
generosit> and empower him to insist on obedience nhen 
matters of the greatest consequence should be m question 
or disputed Thus our regicide Cambacerts owes his 
princel) title to the shallow intrigues of the agents of legiti 
mate Sosereigns Their meet) m talking of tn/ma/ions with 
regard to him, after thej had wathout difficulty haded a 
sitis ailotU an Emperor, and other sans euhlles Imperial 
Highnesses, was as absurd as improper Report, however, 
states, what is very probable that the> were rnercl) the 
duped tools of Cambaceres ambition and vanit), and of 
Talleyrand s corruption and cupidity 

Cambaceres expected to have been elevated to a Pnnet 
on the same day that he was made a Serene Highness 
bur Joseph Bonaparte represented to his brother lint too 
many other princedoms would diminish the respect and 
\alue of the princedoms of the Bonaparte family Camba 
ceres knew that Talleyrand had some reason at that period 
to be discontented with Joseph and, therefore asked hia 
advice how to get made a Pnnee against the wishes of this 
Grand Elector After some consideration, the minister 
replied that he was acquainted with one way, which would 
with his support, certainly succeed but it required a million 
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of livres to set the wheels in motion, and keep them going 
afterwards.’ The hint was taken, and an agreement signed 
for one million, payable on the day when the princely 
patent should be delivered to the Arch-Chancellor. 

Among the mistresses provided by our minister for the 

members of the foreign diplomatic corps. Madam B s 

is one of the ablest in the way of intrigue. She was in- 
structed to alarm her bon ami, the Bavarian minister, 
Cetto, who is alwa3's bustling and pushing himself forward 
in the grand questions of etiquette. A fool rather than a 
rogue, and an intriguer while he thinks himself a negotiator, 
he was happy to have this occasion to prove his penetrating 
genius and astonishing information. A convocation of the 
diplomatic corps was therefore called, and the suggestions 
of Cetto were regarded as an inspiration, and approved of, 
with a resolution to persevere unanimously. At their first 
audience with Talleyrand on this subject, he seemed to 
incline in their favour ; but, as soon as he observed how 
much they showed themselves interested about this trifling 
punctilio, it occurred to him that they, as well as Cambaceres, 
might in some way or other reward the service he intended 

to perform. Madame B s was again sent for ; and she 

once more advised her lover, who again 'advised his col- 
leagues. Their scanty purses were opened, and a subscrip- 
tion entered into, for a very valuable diamond, which, with 
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the million of the Arch Chancellor, ga\e satj-sfaction to all 
pirties nnd even Joseph Bonaparte was reconciled, upon 
the consideration that Cambac^res has no children and 
that, therefore the Prince will expire with the Grind Officer 
of State 

Cimbaccrcs though before the Revolution a nobleman 
of 1 parlnmentary family, was so degraded and despised 
for his unnatural and beastl) propensities, that to see him 
in the ranks of rebellion was not unexpected Born m 
Languedoc his countrymen were the first to sufler from 
Ills revolutionary proceedings and reproached him as one 
of the most active instruments of persecution against the 
clergy of loulouse, and as one of the causes of all the 
blood that flowed in consequence A coward as well as a 
traitor, after the death of Ixiuis \VI he never dartd 
ascend the tribune of the National Convention, but always 
gave a silent vote to all the atrocious laws proposed and 
carried by Marat, Robespierre and their accomplices It 
was in 1795 when the Reign of Terror had ceased, that he 
first displayed his zeal for anarchy, and his hatred to 
^ royalty his contemptible and disgusting vices were how 
(jj. ever, so publicly reprobated that even the nircclory dared 
rj^pjjOot nominate him a mmKtcr of justice, a place for which 
with h * 79 ^ *799 > when llonaiKirte, 

r not so scrupulous or setting himself above public 
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opinion, caused him to be called to the Consulate ; which, 
in 1802, was ensured him for life, but exchanged, in 1804, 
for the office of an Arch-Chancellor. 

He is now w’orth thirty millions of livres — ;2^i, 250,000 
— all ho 7 iestly obtained by his revolutionary industry. Be- 
sides a Prince, a Serene Highness, an Arch -Chancellor, 
a grand officer of the Region of Honour, he is also a 
Knight of the Prussian Black Eagle I For his brother, 
who was for a long time an emigrant clergyman, and 
whom he then renounced as a fanatic, he has now pro- 
cured the Archbishopric of Rouen and a Cardinal’s hat. 
His Eminence is also a grand officer of the Legion of 
Honour in France, and a Pope in petto at Rome. 
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LETTER LIV 

Paris Septemler 1805 

My Lord, — No Sovereign Prince has more incurred the 
hatred of Bonaparte than the present King of Sweden, and 
I have heard from good authonty that ohr (lOvcrnmLnt 
spares neither bribes nor iningues to move the tails of those 
factions which were dissolved, but not crushed, after the 
murder of Gustavus III The Swedes are generall) bra\c 
and l0)al but their history bears witness that they are tasilj 
misled, all their grand achievements are their own, and 
the consequences of their national spirit and national valour, 
while all their disasters have been cjTcctcd h) the inffcn.ncc 
of foreign gold and of foreign machinations Had the) 
not been the dupes of the plots and views of the Cabinets 
of Versailles and St Petersburg their countrj might have 
been as powerful in the ninclt.enlh ctntur) as u was in 
the seventeenth 

That Gustavus IV both knew the danger of I urojx. 
and indicated the remedy, His Majesty s notes, as soon as 
he came of age presented by the able and lojal minister 
Bildl to the Diet of Ratisbon, cvmi e the) l>a.n 
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more attended to during 1798 and 1799, Bonaparte would 
not, perhaps, have now been so great, but the Continent 
would have remained more free and more independent. 
They were the first causes of our Emperor’s official anger 
against the Cabinet of Stockholm. 

When, however, His Swedish Majesty entered into 
the Northern league, his ambassador, Baron Ehrensward, 
was for some time treated here with no insults distinct 
or different from those to which all foreign diplomatic 
agents have been accustomed during the present reign ; but 
when he demanded reparation for the piracies committed 
during the. last war by our privateers on the commerce of 
his nation, the tone was changed; and when his Sovereign, 
in 1803, was on a visit to his father-in-law, the Elector of 
Baden, and there preferred the agreeable company of the 
unfortunate Duke of Enghien to the society of our minister, 
Baron Ehrensward never entered Napoleon’s diplomatic 
circle or Madame Napoleon’s drawing-room without hearing 
rebukes and experiencing disgusts. One .d^Yj when more 
than usually attacked, he said, on leaving the apartment, to 
another ambassador, and in the hearing of Duroc, “that 
it required more real courage to encounter with dignity and 
self-command unbecoming provocations, which the person 
who gave them knew could not be resented, than to brave 
a death which the mouths of cannon vomit or the point 
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of bajonets inflict Duroc reported to his master uhit he 
heard, and but for Tallejrands interference, the Swedish 
ambassador tiould on the same nicjht, haie been lodged in 
the Temple Orders ^\ere alread) given to that purpose 
but were revoked 

This Baron Ehrenswajd who is also a general m the 
service of his countrj, has almost from his jouth passed 
his time at Courts first in his own countr), and afterwards 
in Spam where he resided twehe jears as our ambassador 
Frank as a soldier, but also polite as a courtier he was 
not a little surprised at the new etiquette of our new Court 
and at the endurance of all (he members of the diplonntic 
corps of whom hardly one had spirit enough to remember 
that he was the represeniamc of one, at least nommsll) 
independent Prince or State It must be added that he 
was the only foreign diplomatist, with Count Markoff who 
ivas not the choice of our Cabinet and therefort was not 
m our secrets 

As soon as His Swedish Majesty heard of the uikx 
pected and unlawful sci/ure of the Duke of I nglutn fit 
wrote a letter with Ins own hand to Bonajiartc which lit 
sent by hts adjutant general, lawast but this ofllcer amicil 
too late, and only m lime to hear of the execution of 
the Prince he intended to sa\c and the indecent c^pre^ 
sions of Napoleon when acquainted with the, object of }»•* 
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mission. Baron lihrensward was then recalled, and a Court 
mourning was proclaimed by (Uistavus IV., as well as by 
Alexander the lurst, for the lamented victim of the violated 
laws of nations and humanity, 'i'his so enraged our ruler 
that General Caulincourt (the same who commanded the 
expedition which crossed the Rhine and captured the 
Duke of Enghien) was engaged to head and lead fifty 
other banditti, who were destined fo pass in disguise into 
liaden and to bring the King of Sweden a prisoner to this 
capital. I'ortunately His Majesty had some suspicion of 
the attempt, and removed to a greater distance from our 
frontiers than Carlsruhe. So certain was our Government 
of the success of this shameful enterjwise, that our charge 
d’aflaires in Sweden was preparing to engage the discon- 
tented and disaffected there for the convocation of a diet 
and the establishment of a regency. 

According to the report in our diplomatic circle, Bona- 
parte and Talleyrand intended nevermore to release their 
royal captive when once in their ])ower ; but, after forcing 
him to resign the throne to his son, keep him a prisoner 
for the remainder of his days, which they would have taken 
care should not have been long. The Duke of Sudermania 
was to have been nominated a regent until the majority of 
the young King, not yet six years of age. The Swedish 
diets rvere to recover that influence, or rather that licen- 
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tiousness, to which Gustavus III, b> the re\oluuon of the 
igth of August, 1772, put an end All exiled regicides, or 
traitors, were to be recalled, and a rcY olutionaij focus 
organized in the North, equall) threatening Russu and 
Denmark The dreadful consequences of such an event 
are incalculable Thanks to the prudence of His Swedish 
Majest), all these schemes evaporated m air 

Not being able to dethrone a Swedish monarch, our 
Cabinet resolved to partition the Swedish temtorj, to vrbich 
effect I am assured that proposals were Inst summer nude 
to the Cabinets of Sr Reiersbui^, ilerJin and Copenhagen. 
Swedish Finland was stated to have been offered to Russia, 
Swedish Pomerania to Prussia, and Scania and BleDnge lo 
Denmark but the overture was rejected. 

ihe king of Sweden possesses both talents and m 
formation superior to most of his contemporaries, and he 
has surrounded himself with counsellors who, with tlicir 
experience, make wisdom more firm, morp useful, and more 
valuable His chancellor, d’Chrenhcicn, unites modest) with 
sagacit) , he is a most able statesman, an accomplished 
gentleman, and the mo>t agreeable of men He knows 
the languages, as well as the constitutions, of every countiy 
in Durope, with equal {lerfeclion as hi» native tongue and 
national code Had his Sovereign the ‘umt a«^i.ndcnC) 
o'ver the Luropean politics as Chnstma lud during ihe 
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negotiation of the 'i'roaty of Munster, other states would 
admire, and Sweden be proud of, anotiier Axel Oxensticrn. 

Count de Fersen, who also has, and is worthy of, the 
confidence of his Prince, is a nobleman, the honour and 
pride of his rank. A colonel before the revolution of the 
regiment, Royal Sttcdois, in the service of my country, 
his principles were so well appreciated, that he was en- 
trusted by I.ouis XVI. and Marie .Viitoinctte, when so 
many were justly susjiected, and served royally in distress, 
at the risk of his own existence. 'Phis was so much the 
more generous in him as he was a foreigner, of one of the 
most ancient families, and one of the richest noblemen in 
his own country. To him Louis -WTII. is indebted for 
his life : and he brought con.solalion’ to the deserted I\rarie 
Antoinette even in the dungeon of the Conciergerie, when a 
discover)’ would have been a .sentence of death. In 1797, 
he was appointed by his King plenipotentiary to the Congress 
of Rastadt, and arrived there just at the lime when Bonaparte, 
after the destruction of happiness in Ital)’, had resolved on 
the ruin of liberty in Switzerland, and came there proud 
of past e.xploits and big with future schemes of mischief. 
His reception from the Conqueror of Italy was such as 
might have been expected by distinguished loyalty from 
successful rebellion. He was told that the Congress of 
Rastadt was not his place ! — and this was true ; for what 
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can be common bet\\een honour and infamj, between \nrtut. 
and \ice? On his return to Sweden, Count de tersen was 
rewarded with the dignit) of i Grand Officer of State. 

Of another faithful and trust) counsellor of His Swedish 
Majest), Baron dArmfeldt, a panegyric would be pronounced 
in saying that he Vas the friend of Guslavus III From a 
page to that chevalier of ro)alt) he was advanced to the 
rank of general and during the war with Russia m 17^1) 
and 1790 he fought and bled b) the side of his Trincc 
and benefactor It was to him that his King said, when 
wounded mortall), by the hand of a regicide, at a masqutradt 
in March, 1793, "Uont be alarmed, ni) friend • \ou know 
as well as myself that all wounds art not dangerous bn 
fortunatel), his were not of that description 

In the will of this great monarch Baron dArmfeldt was 
nominated one of tht guardians of his present Sovereign, 
and a governor of the capital but the Duke Regent, who 
was a weak pnnee guided b> philosophical adventurers by 
Illuminati and 1 reemasons most of whom had imbibed the 
Irench revolutionary maxims sent him, in a kind of honour 
able exile, as an ambassador to Italy Shortly afterwards, 
under pretence of having discovered a conspiracy, m which 
the Baron was implicated he was outlawed He then took 
refuge in Russia, where he was made a general and as such 
distinguished himself under buwarow during the campaign 
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of 1799. recalled to his country, and restored 

to all his former places and dignities, and has never since 
ceased to merit and obtain the favour, friendship and ap{)ro- 
bation of his King.- He is .said to be one of the .Swedish 
general odicers intended to serve in union with the Russian 
troops expected in Pomerania. A\’hcrever he is employed, 1 
am convinced that he will fight, vanquish, or jrcrish like a 
hero. Last spring he was ofiered the place of a lieutenant- 
general in the Austrian service, which, with regard to salary 
and emoluments, is greatly superior to what he enjoys in 
Sweden ; he declined it, however, because, with a warrior of 
his stamp, interest is the last consideration. 
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l’\Ris, Septemt'cry 1805 

M\ Lord, — Belie\e me, Bonaparte dreads more the 
hbertj of the Press than all other engines — rmlitarj or 
political— used by his rivals or foes for his destruction 
He IS aware of the fatal consequences all former factions 
suffered from the public evposiire of their past crimes find 
future Mews, of the reality of their guilt, and of the fallacy 
of their boasts and promises He does not doubt but that 
a faithful account of all the actions and intrigues of lus 
gosernment, its imposition, fraud, duplicity and t)rannj, 
would make a sensible iltention in the public opinion, 
and that t\en those who, from molues of patriotism, from 
being tired of our re\oIutionar> conaulsions, or wishing for 
tranquillit), haac been his adherents might alter their senti 
ments when they read of enormities which must indicate 
insecurity, and prose to caeryone that he who waded 
through rivers of blood to seize jiower will never hesitate 
about the means of preserving it 

1 here is not a printing-ofliee, from the banks of the 
I Ibe to the (.ulf of Naples "bich is not under the direct ^ 
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or indirect inspection of our police-agents : and not a hook- 
-seller in ('tonnany, l-Vance. Italy, S|)ain. Portugal, Holland, 
or Switzerland, publishes a work which, if conttary to our 
policy or our Jhirs. is not either confiscated, or iiim'hased 
on the day it makes its appearance. besides our regular 
emissaries, we have persons tnivelling from the beginning to 
the end of the year, to pick uj) information of what liteiary 
productions are jirinting : of what .authors aie popular: -of 
their political ojiinifins and private circumstances, 'Phis 
branch of our /M//.V extends even to your country. 

before the Revolution, we had in this capital only l\'o 
daily papers, but from lySp to 1701) never less than lhirt\, 
and frecjuently sixty, journals weie daily printed. After 
bonajiarte had assumed the consular authority, they were 
reduced to ten. but though these were under a very strict 
insjiection of our minister of police, they were regarded still 
as too numerous, .and have lately been diminished to eight, 
by the incorporatioi} of Zc Clef tin Cabincl and Lc Jhilktin 
dc P Europe with the Gozclfe dc P'niticc, a paper of which the 
infamously famous barrere is the editor. According to a 
propo.sal of Bonaparte, it was lately debated in the Council 
of State whether it would not be politic to suppress all daily 
prints," with the sole exception of the pPouiteur. I’ouche 
and Talleyrand spoke much in favour of this measure of 
security. Real, however, is .said to have suggested another 
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plan, which wjis adopted , and our Government, instead of 
prohibiting the appeanncc of our dailj pajiers, has resolved 
by degrees to purchase them ally and to entrust them 
entirely to the direction of Barrere, who now is consulted 
in ever>thing conceniing books or newspapers 

All circulation of foreign papers is prohibited, until the) 
have prevnousl) obtained the slamp of approbation from the 
grand literary censor, Barrcre An) person offending against 
this law IS most severe!) punished \n Amencan gentle- 
man, of the name of Campbell, was last spnng sent to the 
lemple for lending one of )oiir old dail) |xii)crs to i 
person who lodged in the same hotel with him After 111 
imprisonment of ten weeks he made some pecuniar) 
sacrifices to obtain his libcrt), but was carried to Havre, 
under an escort of gendarmes, put on board a neutral 
vessel and forbidden, under pam of death, ever to set his 
foot on Irench ground again \ri \mtncan \essel was, 
about the same time confiscated at llordeauv, and the 
captain and crew imprisoned because some Lngltsh books 
were found on board, in which Bonaparte, Talle)'rand, 

I ouche, and some of our great men were rather ill treated 
The crew ha>e since been liberated, but the captain leas 
been brought here, and is still in the fempfe I he ve^sscl 
and the cargo have lieen sold as lawful ca[)turts though 
the captain ins prosed from the name's wTilten m the 
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books that they bdongal to a passenger. .A young 
(icrman student in surgery, who came here, to improve 
himself, has been nine months in the same state jnison, 
for having with liim a book, printed in (lermanv during 
Honapaite's cNpedition to I'-gypt, wherein llu; chief and the 
undertaking are ridiculed. 11 is mother, the widow of a 
clergyman, he.iring of the misfortune, of her sou. came 
here, and has jiresentcd to the banperor and I'hnprc.ss half- 
a-doxen petitions, without any effect whatever, and has 
almost •ruined herself and her' other children by the 
expenses of the journey. During a stay of four months 
she has not yet been able to gain admittance into the 
’I'emjde, to visit or sec her son, who perhaps exjiired in 
tortures, or died broken-hearted before she came here. 

A dozen copies of a funeral sermon on the Duke of 
liinghien had found their way here, ami were secretly 
circulated for some time ; but at last the jiolice heard of 
it, and every jicrson who was suspected of having read 
them was arrested. 'Fhc number of the.se unfortunate 
persons, according to some, amounted to one hundred 
and thirty, while others say that they were only eighty- 
four, of whom twelve died suddenly in the 'J’emple, and 
the remainder were transported to Cayenne ; upwards of 
half of them were women, some of the ei-devant highest 
rank among subjects. A Prussian, of the name of Biilow, 
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was shot as a spy in the camp of IJoulogne, iK'cause in 
his trunk ^^as an English book, with tho h\cs of Ilonajwrte 
and of some of hts genemls. E\crj day such and other 
examples of the sc\om> of our Government are related ; 
and foreigners who visit us continue, nevertheless, to 1*0 
o(r their guard. They would be less punished had they 
with them forged hills than printed books or newspa|*crs 
in which our impen.al familj and public functionaries are 
not treated with tfi/e respect llonaparte is convincetl that 
in every book where he is not spoken of with pnise, the 
Intent is to blame him , and such intents or negative guilt 
never escape with impiimt) 

As, notwithstanding the endeavours of our Govern* 
ment, we are more fond of foreign prints, and have more 
confidence in them than in our own, pn."'''eN have 

lately been estabhsbcvl at Antwerp, at Cologne, and at 
Menu, where tlie (rauffc dc IxyUtu Corn- 

spondinUny and Jmrnaf dc J^ntnkfort arc reprinted ; some 
articles left out, and others inserted in their room It was 
intcndcvl to rejinnt also the Councr dc /Ayudref, hut our 
tjpes and pirticuhrlv our paper, would detect the fraud 
I have read one of our own Journal dc FnxnHcrt^ m 
which were extracts from this French jxajKr, printetl in )Ovir 
rountr), winch I stronglv suspect are of our own nnmi 
f.icture I am told that several new Ixxiks. tvrit! n i*i 
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fo7-eig!ie7-s, in praise of our present brilliant Government, are 
now in the presses of those our frontier towns, and will 
soon be laid before the public as foreign productions. 

A clerk of a banking-house had lately the imprudence 
to mention, during his dinner at the restaurateur’s of Cadran 
Ve7i, on the Boulevards, some doubt of the veracity of an 
official article in the Mo77iteii7\ As he left the house he 
was arrested, carried before Fouche, accused of being an 
English agent, and before supper-time he was on the road 
to Rochefort on his way to Cayenne. As soon as the banker 
Tournon was informed of this expeditmis justice^ as it is 
called here, he waited on Fouche, who - threatened even to 
transport him if he dared to interfere with the transactions 
of the police. This banker was himself seized in the spring 
of last year by a police agent and some gendarmes, and 
carried into exile forty leagues from this capital, where he 
remained six months, until a pecuniary douceur procured 
him a recall. His crii7ic was having enquired after General 
Moreau when in the Temple, and of having left his card 
there. 
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LETTER LVI 

Paris Seffcml'crt 1S05 

My Lord, — The Pnncc of Porghese his latd) been 
ippomtcd 1 captTin of the Impenal Guird of his impcnil 
brothennlaw Nipoleoii the lirst, and is now in Gtrnnnj, 
miking his first campaign \ destxndiiU of 1 Mtilthy ind 
incient Romm fimil>, but bom viith 1 i\uik undcrslinchnp, 
he Mas east!) deluded into the ranks of the Rtioluhonists 
of his own countrj, b) 1 Pinsnn ibK, his insiructor and 
goiernor, md the gallint of thd Prmccss llorglicse, his 
mother He was the first secruirj of the first Jicobin 
club csliblished at Komt, m the spring of 179^, md in 
December of the stme )car, when the Ntipolilin troops 
im'adcd the I cclesiastical btates, he with his iirv^cnt 
brother in hw, another ho|>cfuI Roman Pnnci. banti Cruet, 
headed the Koman sans-ot/odcs m their retreat' To show 
his lo\t of equaht), he had preMOuslj sened as a common 
man m a comivan) of which the captain was a ftllon that 
sold cats’ meat and tnpc m the streets of Komc and the 
lieutenant a scullion of lus mothers kitchtn ‘'inct imficnal 
anstocrac) is now become the onlcr of tin. di\ he is as 
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insupportable for his pride and vanity as he, some years 
ago, was contemi)tible for his meanness. He married, in 
1803, Madame Le Clerc, who, between the death of a first 
and a wedding with a second* husband — a space of twelve 
months — had twice been in a fair way to become a motlier. 
Her portion was estimated at eighteen millions of livres — 
^750 ,000 — a sum sufficient to palliate many faux fas in 
the eyes of a husband more sensible and more delicate 
than her present Serene Idiof, as she styles the Prince of 
Borghese. 

The lady is the favourite sister of Napoleon, the ah/esf, 
but also the mo.st wicked of the female Bonapartes. She 
had, almost from her infancy, passed through all the filth 
of prostitution, debauchery and profligacy before she attained 
her present elevation ; rank, however, lias not altered her 
morals, but only procured her the means of indulging in 
new excesses. Ever since the wedding night the Prince of 
Borghese has been excluded from her bed ; for she declared 
frankly to him, as well as to her brother, that she would 
never endure the approach of a .man with a bad breath; 
though many who, from the opportunities they have had 
of judging, certainly ought to know, pretend that her own 
breath is not the sweetest in the world. Wien her husband 
had marched towards the Rhine, she asked her brother, as 
a favour, to procure the Prince of Borghese, after a useless 

9—2 
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life, a glorious ^eath This curious, demand of a wft, \ras 
made in Madame Bompartes drawing room, in the presence 
of fifty persons “You are always elourdie," replied 
Napoleon, smiling 

If Bonaparte, hoi\ever, overlooks the intngues of his 
sisters, he is not so easily pacified uhen an> reports reach 
him inculpating the virluts of his sisters in lav\ Some 
gallants of Madame Joseph Bonaparte have ahead) disap- 
peared to return no more, or are uandenng in the uiIJs 
of Ca>enne, but the Emperor is particularly attentive to 
everything concerning the morality of Madame Louis, whose 
descendants are destined to continue the Bonaparte dynast) 
Two officers after being cashiered, wore, with two of Madamv 
Louis maids shut up last month in the Temple, and have 
not since been heard of, upon suspicion that the Prmcuss 
preferred their society to that of her husband 

Louis Bonaparte, whose constitution has been much 
unpaired by his debaucheries was, last July, adiiscd by his 
physicians to use the baths at St Amand After his wife 
had accompanied him as far as Lille, sht went to visit one 
of her friends, Madame Ncy, the v'lfe of General Ncy, who 
commanded the c.'imp ncir MewtreuJ This Indy residcil 
in a castle called Leek, in the vicinity, wliert dinners, con 
certs, balls and other fesuviues celebrated the arrivil of 
the Princess , and to these the principal officers of the 
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cnmp were iiivUecl. One morning, .TboiU .nn hour after llic 
company liad retired to bed, the whole castle was disturbed 
and alarmed by an uproar in the ante-room of Princess 
Lcruis*’ beil-chamber. On coming to the scene of riot, two 
ohicers were found there fighting, and the Princess Louis, 
more than half undressed, came out and called the sentries 
on duty to separate the combatants, who were both wounded, 
'I'his affair occasioned great scajidal : and Ciener.al Ney, 
after having put the ofiicers under arrest, sent a courier to 
Napoleon at Boulogne, relating the particulars and demand- 
ing His Majesty’s order.s. It was related aiul h/iard as a 
fact that the quarrel originated about two of the maids of 
the Princess (whose virfuc was never susjiccted), with whom 
the officers were intriguing. 'I'he I'anpcror .ordered the 
culprits to be broken .and delivered up to his minister of 
I)olice, who knew how to proceed. 'J'he Princess Louis 
also received an invitation to join her sister-in-law, Madame 
Murat, then in the camj> at Boulogne, and to remain under 
her care until her husband’s return from St. Amand. 

General Murat was then at Paris, and his lady was 
merely on a visit to her imperial brother, who made her 
responsible for Madame Louis, whom he severely repri- 
manded for the misconduct of her maids. The bedrooms 
of the two sisters were on the same floor. One night. 
Princess Louis thought she heard the footsteps of a person 
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on the staircase, not like those of a female, and aften\ards 
the door of Madame Murat’s room opened softlj This 
occurrence deprived her of all desire to sleep , and 
cunosit}, or perhaps revenge, excited her to remove her 
doubts concerning the virtue of her guardian In about 
an hour afterwards she stole into Madame Murat’s bed 
room, by the way of their sitting room, the door in the 
passage being bolted Passing her hand over the pillow, 
she almost pricked herself with the strong beard of a man, 
and screaming out, awoke her sister, who enquired what 
she could want at such an unusual hour “ I believe,” 
replied the Princess, “ my room is haunted I have not 
shut mj eyes, and intended to ask for a place bj >our 
side, but I find it is already engaged” — “My maid alwajs 
sleeps with me when my husband is absent,” said Madame 
Murat — "It IS very rude of >our maid to go to bed wath 
her mistress without first shaving herself,” said the Pnn 
cess, and left the room The next morning an explanation 
took place , the ladies understood each other, and each, 
during the remaining part of her husband s absence, had 
for consolation a maid for a bed fellow Madame Murat 
also com meed the Emp^or that his suspicions with regard 
to the Pnneess Louts vvere totallj unfounded, and he, with 
some precious presents, indemnified her for his harsh 


treatment 



THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD 


135 


It is reported that the two maids of the Princess Louis, 
when before Fouche, first denied all acquaintance with the 
oifficers ; but, being threatened with tortures, they signed a 
prods verbal^ acknowledging their guilt. This valuable and 
authentic document the minister sent by an extra courier 
to the Emperor, who showed it to his step-daughter. Her 
generosity is proverbial here, and therefore nobody is sur- 
prised that she has given a handsome sum of money to 
the parents of her maids, who had in vain applied to see 
their children \ Fouche having told them that affairs of state 
still required their confinement. One of them, Mariothe, 
has been in the service of the Princess ever since her 


marriage, and is known to possess all her confidence \ 
though during that period of four years she has twice been 

a state o.-pregnancyrtlirougirtE condeTcendrnratfen-- 

tion of her princely master. 



the secret history of 


I3S 


Toi que j’ai plante de ma mam, 

Et loi que j’ai Mue 1 
Pui'squ’il faut prendre mon mousquet 
Et quitter ma chaumi^re, 

Je in’en ^als planter !c piquet 
par rfela U frontiere 

Adieu, poules, pigeons, Japms, 

Et ma chatle gentille, 

Autour de moi tous les matins 
passemblc» en famille ’ 

Toj, mon chicn, ne me quitte pas ’ 
Compognon dc tna glotre, 

Tu dois toujours suivre nies pas 
■Ton nom est U Vufoire 

Sa>s adieu, peniches, bateaux, 

Frames et cannonieres, 

Qui deviez porter sur les eaux 
2^os braves militaires ' 

Vous ne so)ej pas si contens, 

Mtisteurs de la Tamise 
Seulement pour quelquet utstans 
2,a farlte est remise ’ 

THE GRENADIER’S ADIEU 

TO THE CASir AT BOULOGNE 

The droio is beating, we must march, 

AVe’re summon’d to another field, 

A field that to our conq’nng swords 
Shall soon a laurel harsest yield 
If English folly light the torch 
Of war in Gemany ^ain — 

The loss IS theirs— the gain is ours— 

March ' march ' commence the bright campaign 
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There, only by their glorious deeds 

Our chiefs and gallant bands are known; 

There, often have they met their foes. 

And victor}' was all their own : — 

There, hostile ranks, at our approach. 
Prostrate beneath our feet shall bow ; 

There, smiling conquest waits to twine 
A laurel wreath round every brow. 

Adieu, my pretty turf-built hut' ! 

Adieu, my little garden ' too ! 

I made, I deck’d you all myself. 

And I am loth to part with you : 

But since my arms I must resume. 

And leave your comforts all behind. 

Upon the ‘hostile frontier soon 
My tent shall flutter in the wind. 

My pretty fowls and doves, adieu ! 

Adieu, my playful cat, to tliee ! 

Who every morning round me came. 

And were my little family. 

But thee, my dog, I shall not leave — 

No, thou shalt ever follow me, 

Shalt share my toils, shalt share my fame — 
For thou art called Victory. 

But no farewell I bid to you. 

Ye prams and boats, which, o’er the wave. 


I During the long continuance of the French encampment at 
Boulogne the troops had formed, as it were, a romantic town of huts. 
Every hut had a garden surrounding it, kept in neat order and stocked 
with vegetables and flowers.. They had, besides, fowls, pigeons and 
rabbits ; and these, with a cat and a dog, generally formed the little 
household of every soldier. 
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Were doom’d to waft to England s shore 
Our hero chiefs, our soldiers brave 
To you, good gentlemen of Thames, 

Soon, soon our visit shall be paid, 

Soon, soon your laemment be o’er — 

’Tis but a few short hours delay’d 

As I am unting on the subject of poetical agents, I will 
also say some words of our poetical flatterers, though the 
same persons frequently occupy both the one office and 
the other A man of the name of Richaud, who has sung 
previously the glory of Marat and Robespierre, offered to 
Bonaparte, on the evening preceding his departure for 
Strasburg, the following lines, and was m return presented 
with a purse full of gold, and an order to the minister of 
the interior, Champagny, to be employed m his offices 
until better provided for — 

STANCES 

SUR. LEI BRUITS DE GUCRRB AVCC L’AUTRICHB 

Rois tant de fois vaincus, O Rois dont I’lmprudencc 
Menace encore voire vainqueut, 

Fixez en ce moment vos regards sur U France, 

Ft perdet tout espoir en voyant sa splcndcur 

Quel oTgueil depVotaWe, insensfe que vous etes, 

Peut done encore vous abuser? 

Tremblez, si voire vok imoque les tempeles, 

La foudre \a partir, mais pout \ous ^eraser 

El toi Napoleon, s’ll trot i la vjcioirc 
Ramener ce peuple guemer. 
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Vas ! I’Europe est. temoin qu’au laurier cle la gloire 
Ton cccitr cut pn'firi Ic mocleste olivier. 

Mais du soldat fran9ais la valour irritec- 
T’appelle i do nouveaux exploits, 

Dis un mot, un soul mot, et Vicnuc dpouvauf<!c 
Va revoir nos drapeaux . . . poui- la dcrnierc fois. 


STANZAS 

ON THE RUMOUR OF A WAR WITH AUSTRIA 

Kings who, so often vanquish’d, vainly dare 
hlenace the victor that has laid you low — 

Look- now at France — and view your own despair 
In the majestic splendour of your foe. 

What miserable pride, ye foolish kings. 

Still your deluded reason thus misleads? 

Provoke the storm — the bolt with lightning wings 
Shall fall — but fall on your devoted heads. 

And thou, Napoleon, if thy mighty sword 
Shall for thy people conquer new renown ; 

Go — Europe shall attest, thy heart preferr’d 
The modest olive to the laurel crown. 

But thee, lov’d chief, to new achievements bold 
The arousM spirit of the soldier calls ; 

Speak ! — and Vienna cowering shall behold 
Our banners waving o’er her prostrate walls. 

I received four days afterwards, at the circle of Madame 
Joseph Bonaparte, with all other visitors, a copy of these 
stanzas. Most of the foreign ambassadors were of the party, 
and had also a share of this patriotic donation. Count de 
Cobenzel had prudently absented himself j otherwise, this 
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delendci of the Austrnn Cnrthagc would have been officsally 
Tnnounced to him 

Another poetaster, of the name of Brouet, m a long, 
dull, disgusting poem, after comparing Bonaparte with all 
great men of intiquitj, and proving that he surpasses them 
all, tells his countrymen that their Emperor is the deputy 
Divinity upon earth — the mirror of wisdom, a demi-god to 
whom future ages will erect statues, build temples, burn 
incense, fall down and adore A proportionate share of 
abuse is, of course, bestowed on your nation He s*iys 

V IjsncUfts on Mt bnllct <lun ccUl eph^merc 
Lc fcont lout radieux d un mmistre influent , 
i»ur faire palir 1 «ioilc d Anglcietre, 

Un bOLCii. loul nouveau porut au firmament, 

Et ce soKil du peuple franc 
Adtutri de t Europe eiifi^re 
Sur U lerte cst nomtne Bonafirte le Grasd 

For this delicate compliment Brouet was made deputy post 
master general in Italy, and a Kmght of the Legion of 
Honour It must be granted that, if Bonaparte is fond of 
flattery, he does not receive it gratis, but pays for it like 
a real Emperor 

It has lately become the etiquette, not only m our 
Court circle and official assemblies, but even m fashion 
able societies of persons who are, or wish to become, 
Bonaparte’s public functionaries, to distribute and have read 
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and applauded these (h'si'n/cnsfecl efiusions of our poetical 
geniuses. This fashion occasioned lately a curious blunder, 
at a tea-party in the hotel of ^fadatne Talleyrand. The 
same printer who had been engaged by this lady had also 
been employed by Chenier, or some other poet, to print a 
short satire against several of our literary ladies, in which 
J^Iadame do Genlis and Madame de .Stael (who has just 
arrived here from her exile) were, with olher.s, very severely 
handled. By mistake, a bundle of this production was 
given to the porter of Madame Talleyrand, and a copy was 
handed to each visitor, even to Madame do Genlis and 
Madame de Staiil, who took them without noticing their 
contents. Picard, after reading an act of a new play, was 
asked by the lady of the hou.se to read this ])oetic worship 
of the Emperor of the Ihench. After the two first lines 
he stopped short, looking round him confused, su.specting 
a trick had been played upon him. 'Phis induced the 
audience to read what had been given them, and IMadame 
Talleyrand with the rest ; who, instead of permitting Picard 
to continue with another scene of his play, as he had 
adroitly begun, made the most awkward apology in the 
world, and by it exposed the ladies still more who were 
the objects of the satire-; which, an hour afterwards, was 
exchanged for the verses intended for the homage of the 
Emperor, and the cause of the error was cleared up. 
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I have read somewhere of a tyrant of antiquitj who 
forced all his subjects to furnish one room of their houses 
m the best possible manner, according to their circum 

stances, and to have it consecrated for the reception of 

his bust, before which, under pam of death, thej were 
commanded to prostrate themselves morning noon and 
night The) were to enter this room, bare-headed and 

bare footed, to remain there only on their knees, and to 
leave it without turning their back towards the sacred 
representative of their Pnnee Ail laughing sneering 
coughing, speaking, or even whispering, were capitall) 
prohibited , but crying was not only permitted, but com 
manded, when His Majesty was offended, angry or unwell 
Should our system of cringing continue progressively to 

increase as it has done these last three jears, we, too, 
shall very soon have rooms consecrated, and an idol to 


adore 
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LETTER LVIII 

Paris, Septe 7 nber, 1805. 

My Lord, — Portugal has suffered more from the de- 
graded state of Spain, under the administration of the 
Prince of Peace, than we yet have gained by it in France. 
Engaged by her, in 1793, in a war against its inclination 
and interest, it was not only deserted afterwards, but 
sacrificed. But for the dictates of the Court of Madrid, 
supported, perhaps, by some secret influence of the Court 
of St. James’, the Court of Lisbon would have preserved 
its neutrality, and, though not a well-wisher of the French 
Republic, never have been counted among her avowed 
enemies. 

In the Peace of 1795, and in the subsequent Treaty 

of 1796, which transformed the family' compact of the 

French and Spanish Bourbons into a national alliance 

between France and Spain, there was no question about 

Portugal. In 1797, indeed, our Government condescended 

to receive a Portuguese plenipotentiary, but merely for the 

purpose of' plundering his country of some millions of 

money, and to insult it by shutting up its representative 

as a state prisoner in the Temple. Of this violation of. the 

10 
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h\\j» of cHihzed nations Spam ne\er complained, nor had 
Portugal am means to aatnge it \fter four 3 cars of 
negotiation, and an exjienduure of thirt) million^ the 
imbecile Spanish premier supported demands madi, by our 
Goitjnment, which, if assented to, would ha\e left Her 
Most faithful Majesty without any territory in Europe and 
without any place of refuge in \menca- Circumstances not 
permuting aour country to send any but pecuniary succours 
Portugal avould ln\e become an easy prey to the united 
bpanisU and I rench forces had the marauders agreed about 
thu jiartitjon of the «potl Their disunion, the con^equenct. 
of their aiidity, sa\ed it from rum, but not from ptfhgc- 
\ proMncc vns ceded to Spam, the banks and iht. 
naijgation of a n\er to Fninci^ and fifty millions to the 
priiait punse of the Honaparte family 

It misjht haM. been supposed that such renunaations 
and such offenng'., would ha\e satiated ambition, as well 
as cupidity , but though the Cabinet of Lisbon was in 
peace with the Cabinet of bl Cloud, the pretensions and 
encroachments of the latter left the former no rest UJiiIc 
pocketing tributes it required commercial monopolies, and 
when its commerce ivas favoured, it demanded seaports to 
ensure the security of us tiade. Its pretensions ro>e m 
proportion to the conde^cen ions of the State it oppressed 
Miih the money and the vUue of the diamonds which 
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I «ill, and I must, always remain the same Infatn) can 
not debase me, nor is it in the power of grandeur to exalt 
me” General, ambassador, field marshal, first consul, or 
emperor, Lasnes will always be the same polluted, but 
daring individual , a stranger to remorse and repentance, as 
well as to honour and virtue Where’ Bonaparte sends a 
banditto of such a stamp, he has resolved on destruction 
A kind of temporary disgrace was said to hue occa 
sioned Lasnes’ first mission to Portugal When comminder 
of the consular guard, in 1S02, he hid appropriated (0 him 
self a sum of money from the regimental chest, and, as a 
punishment, was exiled as an ambassador, is he said himself 
His resentment against Bonaparte he took care to pour out 
on the Regent of Portugal Without enquiring or caring 
about the etiquette of the Court of Lisbon, he brought the 
sans-culotte etiquette of the Court of the Tuilenes with him, 
and determined to fraternize with a foreign and legitimate 
Sovereign, as he had done with his own sanseirlolle friend 
and First Consul, and, wliat is the more surprising, he 
earned his point The Prince Regent not onl) admitted 
him to the To>al tabJ^ but stood sponsor to his child b} a 
wife who had been two years his mistress before he was 
divorced from his first spouse, and with whom the Prince *> 
consort, a Bourbon pnneess and a daughter of i king, w~is 
also obliged to associate 
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Avaricious as well as unprincipled, he pursued, as an 
ambassador, his former business of a smuggler, and, instead 
of being ashamed of a discovery, proclaiiucd it publicly, 
deserted his post, was not reprimanded in France, but was, 
without apology, received back again in Portugal. His con- 
duct afterwards could not be surprising. He only insisted 
that some faithful and able ministers should be removed, 
and others appointed in their place, more complaisant and 
less honest. 

New plans of Bonaparte, however, delivered Portugal 
from this plague ; but what did it obtain in return ? — another 
grenadier ambassador, less brutal but more cunning, as 
abandoned but more dissimulating. 

General Junot is the son of a corn-chandler near the 
corn-market of this capital, and was a shopman to his father 
in 1789. Having committed some pilfering, he was turned 
out of the parental dwelling, and therefore lodged himself 
as an inmate of the Jacobin club. In 1792, he entered as 
a soldier in a regiment of the army marching against the 
county of Nice ; and, in 1793, he served before Toulon, 
where he became acquainted wdth Bonaparte, whom he, in 
January, 1794, assisted in despatching the unfortunate Tou- 
lonese'j and with whom, also in the autumn of the same 
year, he, therefore, was arrested as a terrorist. 

In 1796, when commander-in-chief, Bonaparte made 
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Junot his aide de cflmp, and m that capacitj he accompanied 
him, m 1798, (o Egjpt There, as veil as in Italj, he 
fought bravelj, but had no particular opportunitj of dis 
tingmshmg himself He was not one of those select few 
vhom Napoleon brought uith him to Europe in i?99, 
but returned first to France in i8oi, when he was norm 
nated a general of division and commander of this capital, 
a place he resigned last >ear to General Alurat 

His despotic and cruel behaviour vhile commander of 
Pans made him not much regretted Fouche lost m him, 
indeed, an able support, but none of us htre eier e.\ 
penenced from him justice, much less protection As with 
all other of our modern public functiomnes, without monej 
nothing was obtained from him It required as much for 
not doing anj harm as if, in renouncing his usual \6\atious 
oppressions, he had conferred benefits He vas much 
suspected of being, with Fouche, the patron of a gang of 
street robbers and housebreal^ers, who, in the winter of 1803, 
infested this capital, and who, when finally discovered, were 
screened from justice and suffered to escape punishment 
I will tell you what I personally have seen of him 
Happening one evening to enter the rooms at Frascati, 
where the gambling tables are hept, I obsened him, un 
dressed, out of regimentals, m company with a young man, 
who afterwards avowed himself an aide de camp of this 
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fomp.Tny vd!.,-;!!'-: ih.-.v ’.o-ii not in tlir tirht to <io so, after 


so sn;niy Ii.id !;• --n eh:!?!;:.;.! oy the p'-r;on wiut 

now ft ittited. stirk. an nniso.i.!! 'tini in •'tifh an iinnsiial 
in.anncr. llefo;,; ajiy ;ino.*.,-r e.«ii!<i If yiven, jnnot inlet 
fered, a'-kiny the h.ink'f. wiiether they knc.v who he w.i''. 
Upon their atve.vetiny in tile negative, he said. “ I ani 
(tenoral jnnot, the eotinnander •>( Ikiris, .and this- officer 
who hits v.on the money i.s my aide-de o;imp : and I insist 
upon your 'payiny him this instant, if you do not wish to 
have your h.ml: eonfisatietl and yonr persons arre.sted.” 
'I'liey refused ifi })nrl with money whiidi they protested was 
not their own, and most of the individuals jirescnt joined 
them in their rc.si.stance. 5'ou are alto^^elher a .set of 
.scoundrels and sharpers,” interrupted jiinot ; “your business 
sh.all .soon be done.” So saying, he .seized all the money 
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on the table, and a bind of boxing match ensued betiieen 
him and the banters, in \ihich he, being a tall and strong 
man, got the belter of them The tumult, howe\er, brought 
in the guard, whom he ordered, as ihetr chief, to carry to 
prison sixteen persons he pointed out Fortunatel) I was 
not of the number — I sa> fortunately, for I ha%e heard that 
most of them remained imprisoned six months before this 
delicate affair was cleared up and settled In the mean 
time Junot not only pocketed all the money he pretended 
was due to his aide-de<amp, but the whole sum contained 
in the banbj which ivas double that amount It was be- 
lieved by eaeryone present that this was an affair arranged 
between him and his aide de camp beforehand to pillage 
the bank What a commander, what a general, and what 
an ambassador * 

Fitt^ the secretary of our embassy to Portugal, was 
formerly an abb^, and must be well remembered in your 
country, where he passed some years as an emigranti bjt 
was, in fact, a spy of Talleyrand I am told that, by his 
intrigues, he even succeeded m swindling your ministers out 
of a sum of money by some plausible schemes he proposed 
to them He is, as well as all other apostate pnests, a 
very dangerous man, and an immoral and unprincipled 
wretch During the lime of Robespierre he is said to 
have caused the murder of his elder brother and younger 
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sisit.r : iiu* Tinnu-r in- v! t<i to hinisrlf 

his ucnl:}’. .nnJ she hr ;5< <1 of Icuntirisn! hcrnusi’ 

^hr a-fu.M-d to < oli.ihii v.jth irin. H<- (l.'iiiy lusists of tlu* 
yu-.i! I'to’.ci'th’ti .'Oni cit.u ftu rc.'h.ip of 'I‘;i!U’yr,uu!. 

^r.v. 
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LETTER LIX 


Paris, SeptemUr, 1S05 

M\ I^ORD, — In some of the ancient republics, all 
citizens who, m time of danger and trouble, remained 
neutral^ were punished as traitors or treated as enemies 
WTien, by our Re\olution, civibzed society and the 
European commonwealth were menaced with a total mer 
thro^, had each member of it been considered in the 
same light, and subjected to the same laws, some 
indmdual states might, perhaps ha\e been less wealthy, 
but the whole community would haie been more happy 
and more tranquil, which would haie been much better 
It was a great error m the powerful league of 1793 to 
admit any neutrahty at all , every Goiemment that did 
not combat rebellion should hate been considered and 
treated as its ally The man who continues neutral, though 
only a passenger, when hands are wanted to presene the 
\essel from smlung, deserves to be thrown oterboard, to be 
sivallowed up by the waves and to pensh the first Had 
all other nations been united and unanimous, during 1793 
and 1794. against the monster. Jacobinism, we should no’ 
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have heard of either Jacobin directors, Jacobin consuls, or 
a Jacobin Emperor. But then, from a petty regard to a 
temporary profit, they entered into a truce \vitlr a revolu- 
tionary volcano, which, sooner or later, will consume them 
all ; for I am afraid that it is now too late for all human 
power, with all human means, to preserve any state, any 
government, or any people, from suffering by the threatening 
conflagration. Switzerland, Venice, Geneva, Genoa and 
Tuscany have already gathered the poisoned fruits of their 
neutralit}'. Let but Bonaparte establish himself undisturbed 
in Hanover some years longer, and you will see the neutral 
Hanse Towns, neutral Prussia and neutral Denmark visited 
with all the evils of invasion, pillage and destruction, and 
the independence of the nations in the North will be buried 
in the rubbish of the liberties of the people of the South of 
Europe. 

These ideas have frequently occurred to me, on hearing 
oiij- agents pronounce, and thch- dupes repeat : “ Oh ! the 
wise Governnient of Denmark ! Oh, wiiat a wise statesman 
the Danish minister. Count Bernstorf ! ” I do not deny 
that the late Count Bernstorf was a great politician ; but I 
assert also, that his \vas a greatness more calculated for 
regular times than for periods of unusual political con- 
vulsion. Like your Pitt, the Russian Woronzo-w, and the 
Austrian Colloredo, he was too honest to judge soundly and 
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to act nghtl), according to the present situation of affairs 
He adhered loo much to the old routine, and did not per 
ceue the immense difference between the goternment of a 
reY olulionar) ruler and the government of a Louis \ni 
or a Louis \ 1 V I am certam, had he still been alive; 
he would have repented of his errors, and tned to have 
repaired them 

His son, the present Danish Minister, follows his 
father’s plans, and adheres, m 1805, to a sjstem laid down 
b> him in 1795 , while the alterations that have occurred 
within these ten )ears have more affected the real and 
relative power and weakness of states than all the revolu 
tions which have been produced b> the insurrections, wars 
and pacifications of the two preceding cennines. He has 
even gone farther, in some parts of hi> administration, than 
his father ever intended, ttuhoul remembering the political 
TRCTH, that a vTeak state which courts the alliance of a 
powerful neighbour alwaja, becomes a vassal, while desinn? 
to become an aU>, he has attempted to exchange the coa 
nectionb of Denmark and Russia for new ones vvnth Prussia, 
and forgotten the obligations of the Cabinet of Cojvenlugcn 
to the Cabinet of St Petersburg, and the interested policv 
of the House of Brandenburg That, on the contrar)* 
Russia has ahvaj-s been a generous all} of Denmark, the 
flourishing state of the Danish dominions since the beginning 
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of llie !ast ('oimtry cvini'i-'. lls fii'-t.incc am! !^(.’nm-.i()!iinal 
poMiion pvovcui all cni'ro.u-hnu-ni*' from hciu}! fcnrctl or 
aucmp'cd ; uhiU- ;u Uu' snnu; linu- ii nffnnK pioua'iion 
equally npiu'-t the rivalry of .Swciicn ami ambition of 
Pritssia. 

'Hie IVinro Royal of iR-nmarl; i'. pairmlii- as well as 
enlighteneci. ami would rule with imue true jioliry ami 
Untre were he to fnlle)-,*.- seltK'tner t!u- aiiviee of his eoiin- 
seliors ami oftener the dietaies- c>f his own mimi. (.'ouni 
(Ic Sciiimmelmann, ('omit <ie Re.ventlow. ami ('omit ncriistorf. 
arc ail' pond ami mor.ii <'haraeter-- ; hut 1 fear that llieir 
united capacity taken topi'ther will mu fill up ilu: vaenmq 
left in the Ibnish f'ahijiei hy the death of its late jirime 
minister. 1 linve been personally acquainted with ihe.m all 
three, but I draw my conelusions from t(ie acts of llieir 
administr.rtion. not from my <jwn knowledge. Mad the late 
Count Rernslorf held the ministerial Iielm in 1803, a 
paragraph in the Mnntti-nr would m:ver have dishnmlod a 
Danish army in Moistein : nor would, in 1S05, intriguers 
have been endured wlio preached neulr.alily, after witnc.ssing 
repealed violation of the law of nations, nol on ihe remote 
banks of the. Rhine, but on ihe Danish fronlicr.s, on the 
Danish territory, on the banks of the Kibe. 

It certainly was no compliment to His Danish ^lajesly 
when our Government sent Grouvellc as a rc])resentative 
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to Copenhagen, a man «ho o«ed his education and in- 
formation to the Conde branch of the Bourbons, and iiho 
afterwards audaciousl> and sacnlegiouslj read the sentence 
of death on the chief of that famil), on his good and 
legitimate King, Louis \VI It can neither be called 
dignit) hor prudence in the Cabinet of Denmark to suffer 
this regicide to sene as a point of rall> to sedition and 
innoia^ion, to be the official propagator of re%olutionaij 
doctrines, and an official protector of all prosel>ies and 
sectaries of this tnti soaal fnth 

Before the Re\olution a secretar) to the Prince of 
Conde, Grouielle was trusted and rewarded b) His Serene 
Highness, and in return betra)ed his confidence, and re- 
paid benefactions and generosit) with calumnj and perse 
cubon, iihen his patron was obliged to seel, 'afetj in 
emigtation against the assassins of successful rebellion 
\t hen the national seals were put on the estates of the 
Pnnce, he appropriated to himself not onlj the whole of 
His Highness s librar), but a part of his plate. E\en the 
wardrobe and the cellar were laid under contnbutions bj 
this domestic marauder 

^\lth natural genius and acquired eKpenencei Grouielle 
unites impudence and immorabt) , and those on whom he 
fixes for his pre> ire therefore easil> duped, and irreme- 
diabl> undone He has furnished disaples to all factions 





■; H 

t * * 1 


< >* 

■> » * t i 

! '",‘0 

t 

■..uW 





to 

:!'.«• ?! 

vcd!ln>r..!! 

'i Jnhun.iK. 


, s \ .1 

\\:u' 

. *lvt 

1 , ’ 

: X 


5t\ ;,s;’!h5;!!U- ; \,i;:\- 


' » fc v' 4 

, 

'i * 

•"' i ■ 

:< i.d. 

** 4 * » 

:o NXu.it, 


h'i :r>f' 

2 “it) 1 


*- ,r< 


:o 

r.'',*! V ;. 

'ndi .uiti 

’'Kut's to 

U'-n. j',.T;- 

, ^ 

' t ’ ' « * 

% 

^ ; * 

. 

’,>“n 

•*.' .! 

iisiti i 

f‘.!nu;t-. hilt 

::5 f^'c’ 

v'.t" . 

j * ^ 



..r '■ 


! i ill.: 

!!?■' Duke 

<4* L!\;J5; 

;.:5 “r 

» 

..\ !»> * 

\ 

*\ 

• * t« 

p >i i»:?' .! 

Ml U.uif 11, 

■ih,,:'! jn*; 

< s '» * 

* ‘u" 

< - 

.4 . 

i 

d. 

iM'l’.'.ill 11> iT.inu'. 

< )i;r 

1 


in*::'' ^ 

;< J 

.,: ; 

:;.'■ <4 < 

"P ■nh.ii'.cn, 

<r.\j:'.!!- 

'V-U. 5 

^ f 


■ 

tl' ■■ 

: i- 

!. '■•s: ;il 

) !!’> 1 nntf . 

;o l>’u V. 

j‘ ‘?. 

W;: 

h riM 

t.n' 

* - 

1 

I' 1-. ciir, 

r 

< ‘)n''i(!( It <1 

Lv 


w* 

-•n 

i;;:> 


m'.f:, •!!'■:. ( nij>i 

!oU(l Ml .< 


ru:,-: 

^ >'l 

1* 

'.!!’.( -• 

, •: 

J 

I’.' ivln r 

if arid noi 


! ^ . 

. ' * t * 

*i:t 

( It X t 

:•'!!! 

a:. 

Ih- 

i 1 u Mry, 

1 K-'.uu’ic) . 

ii\‘,’ 1 Ii!t 

M 

’< ‘ wl 

Jr- i 

.»:i‘ 

5 

: * * 

»:)!!(!< n! 

i.il lit<’!i!. 

,uid in tile 

Xnrih. < 


’ '< '* 

u t\ :* 

1 

1. " j> 

inuniit 

[iiM-c m.iirtlai', ol 

< tij;)])!;*-;}!)!) v, ]; 

-•• l! 


’. < !!-■ 

-sn* 

! !)!iirr 

> i)f fjur 

iin'i ndinrii'i 

Is, 


..n<l id! 

iiuiir 

! -> d 

HI 

1 ind ’.tin, 

I icnninrk, 

Sv.cUcn 

•ir.d X 

!'r‘i'.. 

iV, 








THE SECRET HISTORY Or 


i6o 


LETTER LX 

Paris, Oclober, 1805 

M\ Lord, — ^T he insatiable avance of a\\ tbe members 
of the Bonaparte family has already and frequently been 
mentioned , some qf our phiIosof>htrs, howeter, pretend 
that ambition and vanity exclude from the mind of 
Napoleon Bonaparte the passion of covetousness , that he 
pillages only to get money to pay his military plunderers, 
and hoards treasures only to purchase sla\e«, or to recom 
pense the associates and instruments of his authority 

Whether their assertions be just or not, I will not 
take upon myself to decide, but to judge from the great 
number of imperial and royal palaces, from the grul 
augmentation of the imjienal and royal domains , from 
the immense and valuable quantity of diamonds, je'veb, 
pictures, statues libraries museums, Xc, disinterestedness 
and self denial are certainly not among Napoleon’s lartues. 

In France he not only disposes of all the former 
palaces and extensile demesnes of our King, but h'us 
greatly increased them, by national property and by LncN 
and estates bought by the imperial treasury, or confiscated 
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I by imperial dbcrees. In Italy, he has, by an official act, 
declared to he the property of his crown, first, the royal 
palace at IMilan, and a royal villa, which he now calls 
Villa • Bonaparte ; second, the palace of Monza and its 
dependencies ; third, the palace of Mantua, the palace of 
The, and the ci-devant ducal palace of Modena ; fourth, a 
palace situated in the vicinity of Brescia, and another 
palace in the vicinity of Bologna ; fifth, the ci-devant ducal 
palaces 'of Parma and Piacenza ; sixth, the beautiful forest 
of Tesin. Ten millions were, besides, ordered to be drawn 
out of the royal treasury at Milan to purchase lands for 
the formation of a park, pleasure-grounds, &c. 

To these are added all the royal palaces and domains 
of the former Kings of Sardinia, of the Dukes of Brabant, 
of the Counts of Flanders, of the German Electors, princes, 
dukes, counts, barons, &c., who, before the last war, were 
Sovereigns on the right bank of the Rhine. I have seen a 
list, according to which the number of palaces and chateaux 
appertaining -to Napoleon as Emperor and King, are stated 
to be seventy-nine ; so that he may change his habitations six 
times in the month, without occupying during the same year 
the same palace, and, nevertheless, always sleep at home. 

In this number are not included the private chateaux 
and estates of the Empress, or those of the Princes and 
Princesses Bonaparte. Madame Napoleon has purchased, 

VOL. n II 
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Since her husbands Consulate, m her o;\n name, or jn the 
mme of her children, nme estates ^ith their chateaux four 
national forests, and six hotels at Pans Joseph Bonaparte 
possesses four estates and chateaux m France, three hotels 
at Pans and at Brussels, three chateaux and estates m 
Italy, and one hotel at Milan, and another at Turin 
Lucien Bonaparte has now remaining onl> one hotel at 
Pans, another at Bonne and a third at Cbambi^i) He 
has one estate m Burgundy, two m Languedoc, and one 
m the vicinity of this capital At Bologna, Ferrara, 
Florence and Rome, he has his own hotels, and in the 
Papal States he has obtained, in exchange for property in 
France, three chateaux with iheir dependencies Louis 
Bonaparte has three hotels at Pans, one at Cologne, one 
at Strasburg and one at Lyons He has two estates iii 
Flanders three m Burgundy, one m Tranche Comtt?, and 
another in 'Msace He has also a chateau four leagues 
from this city At Genoa be has a beautiful hotel, and 
upon the Genoese territory a laige estate Ife has bought 
three plantations at Martmia^ and t«o at Guadeloupe To 
Jerome Bonaparte has hitherto been presented only an 
estate m Brabant, and a hotel m this capital Some of 
the former domains of the House of Orange, in the Bataxiaii 
Republic, have l/egn purchased by the agents of our Govern 
meni, and are said to be intended for him 
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]3iit while Napoleon Bonaparte lias thus heaped wealth 
on his wife and his brothers, his mother and sisters have not 
been neglected or left unprovided for. Madame Bonaparte, 
his mother, has one hotel at Baris, one at Turin, one at 
!Milan, and one at Rome. Her estates in France are - four, 
and in Italy two. Madame Bacciochi, I’rincess of Piombino 
and Lucca, possesses two hotels in this capital, and one 
palace at Piombino and another at Lucca. Of her estates 
in France, she has only retained two, but she has three in 
the kingdom of Italy, and four in her husband’s and her 
own dominions. The Princess Santa Cruce possesses one 
hotel at Rome and four chateaux in the Papal territory. 
At Milan she has, as well as at Turin and at Paris, hotels 
given her by her imperial brother, together with two estates 
in France, one in Piedmont, and two in Lombardy. The 
Princess Murat is mistress of two hotels here, one at 
Brussels, one at Tours, and one at Bordeaux, together with 
three estates on this, and five on the other side of the Alps. 
The Princess Borghese has purchased three plantations at 
Guadeloupe, and two at IVIartinico, with a part of the 
treasures left her by her first husband, Le Clerc. With 
her present husband she received two palaces at Rome, and 
three estates on the Roman territory ; and her imperial 
brother has presented her with one hotel at Paris, one at 
Cologne, one at Turin, and one at Genoa, together with 


II — 2 
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three estates m France and fi\e m Ital> For his mother, 
and for each of his sister^ Napoleon has al'so purchased 
estates, or lands to form estates, in their natne island of 
Corsica 

The other near or distant relate es of the Emperor 
and king ha\e also experienced his bountj Cardinal 
Fesch has his hotels at Pans, Milan, Ljons, Turin and 
Rome, with estates both m France and Italj* Seventeen, 
either first, second, or third cousins, bv Ins father's or 
mothers side, have all obtained estates either m the French 
empire, or in the kingdom of Ital}, as vrell as all brothers, 
sisters, or cousins of his oivn wife, and the wives of his 
brothers, or of the husbands of his sisters Their exact 
number cannot well be known, but a gentleman who has 
long been collecting materials for some future histor) of 
the House of Bonaparte, and of the French empire, has 
alread> shown me sixtj si\ names of mdivaduals of that 
description, and of both sexes, who all, thanks to the im 
penal liberalit) have sudden!) and unexpected!) become 
people of propert) 

\Mien )ou consider that all thc^ immense riches have 
been sei7ed and distributed within the short penod of five 
)ears, it is not harardous to sa) that, m the anmls of 
Furope, another such revolution in propert), as well as lA 
power, IS not to be found The wealth of the families of 
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all Other Sovereigns taken together does not amount to 
half the value of . what the Bonapartes have acquired and 
possess. 

Your country, more than any other upon earth, has to 
be alarmed at this revolution of property. Richer than 
any other nation, you have more to apprehend ; besides, it 
threatens ^mu more, both as our frequent enemies and as 
our national rivals ; ' as a barrier against our plans of 
universal dominion, and as our superiors in pecuniary 
resources. May we' neyer live to see the day when the 
mandates of Bonaparte or Talleyrand are honoured at 
London, as at Amsterdam, Madrid, Milan and Rome._ The 
misery of ages to come will then be certain, and posterity 
will regard as comparative happiness, the sufferings of their 
forefathers. It is not probable that those who have so 
successfully pillaged all surrounding states will rest con- 
tented until you are involved in the same ruin. Union 
among yourselves only can preserve you from perishing in 
the universal wreck ; by this you will at least gain time, 

and may hope to profit by probable changes and unex- 

« 

pected accidents. 
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LETTER lAI 

P\Ris, October^ 1805 

M\ Loud, — The counsellor of state and mtendant of 
the imperial cnil list, Dam, paid for* the place of a com 
missary-general of our armj m Oerimny the immense sum 
of SIX millions of livres — ^250,000— which was divided 
between Madame Bonaparte (the mother), Madame Napo 
Icon Bonaparte, Pnncess Louis Bonaparte, Princess Murat 
and the Princess of Borghese. By this >ou ma> conclude 
in what manner we intend to treat the wretched inhabitants 
of the other side of the Rhine This Daru is too good a 
calculator and too fond of monej to throw awa> his ex 
penses , he is master of a great fortune, made entirel) b) 
his arithmetical talents, which have enabled him for jears 
to break all the principal gambling banks on the Continent, 
where he has travelled for no other purpose On his 
return here, he became the terror of all our gamesters 
who offered him an annuity of one hundred thousand 
livres — ;i(^4,ooo — not to play , but as this sum would have 
been deducted from what is weekly paid to 1 oucht, this 
minister sent him an order not to approach .a gambling 
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table, under pain of being traiisported to Cayenne. He 
obeyed, but the banker.^ soon experienced that he h.ad 
deputies, and for fear that even from (he other side of the 
Atlantic he might forward his calculations hither, Fouche 
reconunended him, for a sniaf/ douceur, to the office of an 
intendant of Bonaparte's civil list, ujion 'condition of never, 
directly or indirectly, injuring our gambling-banks. He 
has kept his promise, with regard to 1 'ranee, but made, last 
spring, a gambling tour in Italy and Cermany, which, he 
avows, produced him nine millions of livres — ;^375,ooo- 
He alw.ays points, but never keeps a bank. He begins to 
be so well known in many parts of the Continent, that the 
instant lie arrives all banks arc shut up, and remain so 
until his departure. This was the case at Florence last 
April. He travels always in style, accompanied by tvx) 
mistresses and four servants. He is a chevalier of the 
I.vegion of Honour. 

I-Ie will, however, have some difficulty to make a 
great profit by his calculations in Germany, as many of the 
generals are better acquainted than he with the country, 
where their extortions and dilapidations have been felt and 
lamented, for these ten years past. Augereau, Bernadette, 
Ney, A^an Damme, and other of our military banditti, have 
long been the terror of the Germans and the reproach of 
France. 
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In a fonner letter I ha^e introduced to }ou our field 
marshal, Bemadotte, of tvhom Augereau ma> justl) be 
called an elder re\ olutionar) brother— like him, a Pansian 
b) birth, and, like him, sernng as a common soldier 
before the Resolution But he has this merit abose Berna 
dotte, that he b^n his political career as a police sp\, 
and finished his first mihtarj engagement b> desertion into 
foreign countries, in most of which, after ag-'in enlisting 
and again deserting, he was also again taken and again 
flogged Ital) has, indeed, since he has been made a 
general, been more the scene of his denstations than 
German) Lombard) and Venice wall not soon forget the 
thousands he butchered, and the millions he plundered , 
that «ath hinds reeking with blood, and stained with human 
gore, he seized the trinkets which deiotion had gnen to 
sanctit), to ornament the fingers of an assassin, or decorate 
the bosom of a harlot The outrages he commiitud dunng 
1796 and i?97, in Ital), are too numerous to find place 
in any letter, e>en were the> not disgusting to relate, and 
too enormous and too improbable to be beliei ed He 
frequentl) transformed the temples of the diimit) into 
brtAheU for prostrVwWtwi , asid vttgwis who had canseccatcd 
them<=ehes to remain the unpolluted ser\-ants of a Ood, 
be bajoneted into dens of impunt), mfam) and profligac) ; 
and m these abominatjons he pnded himself In August, 



THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD 1 69 ’ 

1797, on his way to Paris to take command of ‘the sbirri, 
who on the 4th of the following September hunted away 
or .imprisoned the representatives of the people of the 
Legislative Body, he paid a prostitute, with whom he had 
passed the night at Pavia, with a draft for fifty louis d’or 
on the municipality of that town, who dared not dishonour 
it; but they kept the draft, and in 1799, handed it over to 
General Melas, who sent it to Vienna, where I saw the very 
original. 

The general and grand officer of Bonaparte’s Legion 
of Honour, Van Damme, is another of . our military heroes 
of the same stamp. A barber, and son of a Flemish 
barber, he enlisted as a soldier, robbed, and was con- 
demned to be hanged. The humanity of the judge 
preserved him from the gallows ; but he was burnt on 
the shoulders, flogged by the public executioner, and 
doomed- to serve as a galley-slave for life. The Revolu- 
tion broke his fetters, made him a Jacobin*, a patriot and 
a general; but the first use he made of his good fortune 
was ta cause the - judge, his benefactor, to be guillotined, 
and to appropriate to himself the estate of the family. He 
was cashiered by Pichegru, and dishonoured by Moreau, for 
his ferocity and plunder in Holland and Germany ; but 
Bonaparte restored him to rank and confidence ; and by a 
douceur of twelve hundred thousand livres — ;,^50,ooo — 
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properl) applied and divided betiieen some of the members 
of the Bonaparte family, he procured the place of a 
governor at Lille, and a commander m*chief of the ci-deiant 
Flanders In landed property, in jewels, m amount in the 
funds, and in ready money (he always keeps from prudence, 
SIX hundred thousand hvres — ;^25,ooo — in gold), his nches 
amount to eight millions of hvres — ^335,000 For a a 
deiant sans-ciitotte barber and galley slave, you must grant 
this IS a very modest sum 
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LETTER LXII 

Paris, October, 1805. 

My Lord, — You must often have been surprised at the 
immense v’ealth which, from the best and often authentic 
information, I have informed you our generals and public 
functionaries have extorted and possess ; but the catalogue 
of private rapine .committed, without authority, by our 
soldiers, officers, commissaries and generals, is likewise 
immense, and surpassing often, the exactions of a legal 
kind — that is to sa)^ those authorized by our Government 
itself, or by its civil and military representatives. It compre- 
hends. the innumerable requisitions demanded and enforced, 
whether as loans, or in provisions or merchandise, or in 
money as an equivalent for both ; the levies of men, of 
horses, oxen and carriages ; corvces of all kinds ; the 
emptying of magazines for the service of our armies in 
short, whatever was required for the maintenarice, a portion 
of the pay, and divers wants of those armies, from the time 
they had posted themselves in Brabant, Holland, Italy, 
Switzerland, and on either bank of the Rhine. Add to 
this the pillage of public or private warehouses, granaries 
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ind m^^'lzme^ whether belonging to indnidinK to the 
state, to societies to towns, to hospitals and e\en to 
orphan houses ^ 

But these and other sorts of ngutsUions, under the 
t]ipelhtion of subsistence neoissat) for the armies, and for 
what was wanted for accoutring quartering, or remoiang 
them included also an infinite consumption for the pleasures, 
luxuries, whinib and debauchencs of our a\il or mihtarj 
Commanders ^Io^t of those articles were delnered m kind, 
and what were not u«ed[ were set up to auction comerted 
into read) nione>, and dntded among, the plunderers*. 

t797» Ciencral Xej had the command in the \aanit) 
of the free and impernl at) of UeUlar Ke there put 
in requisition all pmaie •'•lorci of cloths , and after dis 
posing of them ba a public «a(e, retook them upon another 
requisition from the purcha'iers, and «:old them a 'tecond 
time Leather and liiieii undenvent the ’eame oix-ration 
\ olumes be hlltd with similar examples all of public 

notorict) 

This Oeiieral \e), who i:» now one of the pnncqval 
commanders under Bonaparte in (lerman}, was a Uinkropt 
tobacconist at 'strasburg m 1790, and is the ‘^on of an oM 
clothes man of S< 3 rre Ltuis, where he was born m 176^ 
Having entered as a common soldier in the regiment of 
\I>ace, to escape the pursuit of his creditors he was there 
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picked up- by some Jacobin emissaries, whom he assisted 
to seduce the men into an insurrection, which obliged most 
of the officers to emigrate. . From that period he began to 
distinguish himself as an orator of ‘the Jacobin clubs, and 
was therefore, by his associates, promoted by one step to 
an adjutant-general. Brave and enterprising, ambitious for 
advancement, and greedy after riches, he seized every oppor- 
tunity to distinguish and enrich himself ; and as fortune 
supported his endeavours, he was in a short time made 
a general of division, and acquired a property of several 
millions. This is his first camjjaign under Bonaparte, 
having previously served only under Pichegru, Moreau and 
Le Courbe. 

He, with General Richepanse, was one of the first' 
generals supposed to be attached to their former chief. 
General Moreau, whom Bonaparte seduced into his interest. 
In the autumn of 1802, when the Helvetic Republic 
attempted to recover their lost independence, Ney was 
appointed commander - in - chief of the French army in 
Switzerland, and ambassador from the First Consul to the 
Helvetic Government. He there conducted himself so 
much to the satisfaction of Bonaparte, that on the rupture 
with your country, he was made commander of the camp 
near Montreuil ; and last year his wife was received as . a 
maid-of- honour to the Empress of the French. 
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This maid of- honour is the daughter of a washer 
IS Oman, and s\ag kept by a man tniUmer at Strasbu^ at 
the time that she eloped s\ith. Ney With him she had 
made four campaigns as a mistress before the municipality 
of Coblentz made her his wife Her conduct since has 
corresponded with that of her husband When he publidj 
lived with mistresses, she did not U\e pnvatelj with her 
gnllants, but the instant the Emperor of the French told 
hmi to save appearances, if he desired a place for his wife 
at the Impernl Court, he showed himself the most atten 
tive and faithful of husbands, and she the ino5t tender and 
dutiful of wives Her manners are not polished, but they 
are pleasing ^ and though not handsome m her person, she 
IS lively, and her conversation is entertaining, and her 
societ) agreeable The Princess Louis Bonapirte is par 
ticular!) fond of her, more so than Napoleon perhaps 
desires She has a fault common with most of our Court 
ladles, she cannot resist, when opportumtj presents itself, 
the temptation of gambling, and she is far from being 
fortunate Report sajs that more than once she has been 
reduced to ai-quit her gambling debts b) per'sonal favours. 

Another of our generals^ and the richest of them all 
who are now serving under Bonaparte, is bis brother m 
law, rnuce Murat According to some, he had been a 
Septembn/er, terrorist, Jacobin, robber and assassin long 
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before he obtained his first commission as an officer, which 
was given him by the recommendation of Marat, whom he 
in return afterwards wished to immortalize, by the exchange 
of one letter in his own name, and by calling himself 
M«rat instead of M?/rat Others, however, declare that his 
father was an honest cobbler, very superstitious, residing 
at Bastide, near Cahors, and destined his son to be a 
capuchin friar, arjd that he was in his novitiate when the 
Revolution tempted him to exchange the frock of the 
monk for the regimentals of a soldier. In what manner, 
or by what achievements, he gained' promotion is not 
certain, but in 1796 he was a chief of brigade, and an 
aide-de-camp of Bonaparte, with whom he went to Egypt, 
and returned thence with him, and who, in 1801, married 
him to his sister, Maria Annunciade, in 1803 made him a 
Governor of Paris, and in 1804 a Prince! 

The wealth which Murat has collected, during his 
militarj' service, and by his matrimonial campaign, is rated 
at upwards of fifty millions of livres — ;,£’2, 100,000. The 
landed property he possesses in France alone has cost him 
forty-two millions — ;^I j750j00o — and it is whispered that 
the estates bought in the name of his wife, both in France 
and Italy, are not worth much less. A brother-in-law of 
his, who was a smith, he has made a legislator; and an 
nncle, who was a tailor, he has placed in the senate. A 
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cousin of his, who ^vas a chimne) sweeper, is now a tribune , 
and his niece, who \\as an apprentice to a mantua rnaVcr, 
IS now mamed to one of the Emperor’s chamberlains He 
has been very generous to all hts relations, and would not 
ha\e been ashamed, even, to present his parents at the 
Imperial Court, had not the mother, on the first informa 
tion of his princely rank, lost her life, and the father his 
senses, from surprise and joy The roilhons are not few 
that he has procured his relatives an opportumt> to gain 
His brother m law, the legislator, is worth three millions of 
livres — ^is5,ooo 

It has been asserted before, and I repeat it lagam “ It 
is avarice, and not the mama of innovation, or the jargon 
of hbertj, that has led, and ever wall lead, the Resolution— 
us promoters us accomplices and Us instruments ^^'here 
ever the) penetrate, plunder follows , rapine was their first 
object, of which ferocity has been but the means Tin. 
French Revolution v\as fostered b> robber) and murder , 
two nurses that will adhere to her to the last hour of her 
existence 

General Murat is the trust) executioner of all the 
Emperor’s ‘:ecret deeds of \engeance, or public acts of re\o 
Iutionar% justice It was under his private responsiliilit) 
that Pichegru, Moreau and Georges were guarded, and 
be saw PichCoru strangled Georges guillotined, and ^Iorcau 
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LETTER LXIII 


Paris, October, 1805 

My Lord, — Since Bonaparte's departure for Germanj, 
the Mgilance of the police has much increased our 
patrols are doubled during the night, and our spies more 
numerous and more insolent during the da> Many sus 
^ected persons have also been exiled to some distance from 
this capital, while othen, for a measure of safety, have been 
shut up in the Temple, or in the Castle of Vincennea 
These kttres de cachet, or mandates of arrest, are expedited 
during the Emperor’s absence exclusivel) b) his brother 
Louis, after a report, or upon a request, of the minister of 
police, Fouche 

I have mentioned to you before that Loms^ Bonaparte 
IS both a drunhard and a bbertme When a young and 
unprincipled man of such propensities enjoys an unre* 
strained authonty, it cannot be surpnsing to hear that he 
abused vt He had not beexi his brother's military 
viceroy for twenty four hours before one set of our 
Parisians were amused, while others were shocl.ed and 
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scandalized, at a tragical intrigue enterprized by His Imperial 
Highness. 

Happening to see at the opera a very handsome young 
woman in the boxes, he despatched one of his aides-de-camp 
to reconnoitre the ground, and to find out who she was. 
All genikmcn attached to his person or household are also 
his pimps, and are no novices in forming or executing 
plans of seduction. Caulincourt (the officer he employed 
in this affair) returned soon, but had succeeded only in 
one part of the business. He had not been able to speak 
to the lady, but was informed that she had only been 
married a fortnight to a manufacturer of Lyons, who was 
seated by her side, jealous of his wife as a lover of his 
mistress. He gave at the same time as his opinion that it 
would be necessary to employ the police commissary to 
■ arrest the husband when he left the play, under some 
pretext or other, while some of the f?-ic?ids of Prince Louis 
took advantage of the confusion to seize the wife, and 
carry her to his hotel. An order was directly signed by 
Louis, according to which the police commissary, Chazot, 
was to arrest the manufacturer Leboure, of Lyons, and put 
him into a post-chaise, under the care of two gendarmes, 
who were to see him safe to Lyons, where he was to sign 
a promise of not returning to Paris without the permission 
of Government, being suspected of stock-jobbing {agiotage). 


12 — 2 
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Everything succeeded Tccording to the proposal of Qiulm 
court, and Louts found Madame I eboure crying in his 
saloqn It is said tint she promised to surrender her virtue 
upon condition of only once more seeing her husband, to 
be certain that he i\as not murdered but that Louis re 
fused, and obtained by brutal force, and the assistance of 
his infamous associates, that conquest over her honour 
which had not been yielded to his entreaties or threats 
His enjoyment, however, was but of short continuance, he 
had no sooner fallen asleep than his poor injured Mctim 
left the bed, and ilying into his anteroom stabbed herstlf 
with his sword On the next morning she was found a 

corpse, weltering m her blood In the hope of burying 
this infamy in secrecy, her corpse was on the next 
evening, when it was dark, put into a sack, and thrown 
into the river where, being afterwards discovered the police 
agents gave out that she had fallen the victim of assassins 
But when Madame Leboure was thus seized at the opera 
besides her husband her parents and a brother were m 
her company, and the latter did not lose sight of the 
carnage m which his sister was placed till it had enttred 
the hotel of Louis Bonaparte, where, on the next day, he, 
with his father, m vam chimed her As soon as the 
husband was informed of the untimely end of his wift, he 
wrote a letter to her murderer, and shot himself mime 
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(li;Uciy ancrw.uds {iirouj;h tlu* hc.ul, Inil ])i.s own lic.ncl was 
not tlu: phro where he .sluniUl have sunt the bullet : to 
tlesiroy with it the <'.U5''e of his wretelu'dne.'-s would only 
have been att ae; of retaliation, in a country where [)Owcr 
forces the law to He dormant, and where justice is invoked 
iii v.ain v.hen the etitnin.-d is powerful. 

1 h.ive said lh.it this inlri;:ue, as it is styled by 
courtesy in our f.ishionab’e cindes. nmuscii one p.arl of the 
I’.irisinns : and I believe the wou! ivtatu is not improperly 
employed isi this instance. .\t a dozen jt.trties where I 
have been sinee. this unfortun.ate adventure has alway.s 
been an object of eonvcr.''ation, of but not 

of blame, excejn at Matl.nne k'ouche's, where Madame 
Leboure was very much blamed indeed /'/• //i/r’/V/y /rtv/ so 
oVif mu\ and fooUxhly scrupulotts. 

Another inlriyue of Jlis Imperial Highness, which did 
not, indeed, end tragically, was related Iasi night, at the tca- 
jiariy of Madame Reomier. A man of the name of 
Deroux had lately been condemned by our criminal 
tribunal, for forging bills of exchange, to .stand in the 
pillory six hour.s, and after being marked with a hot iron 
on his .shoulders, to work in the gallcy.s for twenty yeans. 
His daughter, a young girl, under fifteen, who lived with 
her grandmother (having lost her mother), went, accom- 
panied by the old lady, and presented a petition to Loui.s, 
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in fa\our of her father Her >outb and modestj, more 
than her btiufy, inspired the unprincipled libertine with a 
desire of ruining innocence, under the colour of denienc) 
to guilt He ordered her to call on his chamberlain 

Dannsson, in an hour and she should obtain an ansiier 
There, either seduced b> paternal affection, intimidated 
b) threats, or imposed upon bj delusive and engaging 
promises she exchanged her virtue for an order of release 
for her parent and so satisfied was Louis ^v^th his bargain 
that he added her to the number of his regular mistresses 
As soon as Deroux had recovered his hbert), he visited 
his daughter in her new situation, where he saw an order 
of Louis on the imperial treasurj, for twelve thousand 
hvres — ; i£^5oo —destined to pa> the upholsterer who had 
furnished her apartment This gave him, no doubt the 
idea of making the Pnnee pa) a higher value for his 
child, and he forged another order for sixl) thousand 
hvres — ;^2,5oo — so doseJ) resembling it that it v'as 
without suspicion acquitted by the imperial treasurer 
Possessing this rnonc), he fabricated a pass m the name 
of Louis, as a courier carrying despatches to the Emperor 
in German), iwrb uhicb be set oat, and amvt-d safi- on 
the other side of the Rhine His forgeries wen. onlv 
discovered after he had written a letter from rranl^fori to 
Louis acquitting his daughter of all know ledge of what he 
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1i:ui done. In the fn^t nnimont of anger, her imperial 

lover oruertul her to he arre-ited, hut he ha.'^ since forgiven 
her, ' .and t.then her h.n'lc to his f.ivotir. 'I'lii-s- inch of 

Deronx has ple.jsed I'onrhe, who long op])osed his release, 
from a knowledge his' tlangerous talent .and vicious 
(•iianacter. lie h.ad once h.-fore rele.ased himself with a 

forged order from the tninister of police, whose hand- 
writiitg he had only seen for a minute upon his own 

mandate of impri'-omnesT,. 
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LETIER LXIV 

P\RiS, October, 1805 

My Lord, — Though loudly complained of bj the 
Cabinet of St Cloud, the Cabinet of St Petersburg has 
conducted itself m these cntical times \sith prudence mih 
out weakness, and 'vith firmness wathout obstinac> In its 
connections with our Go^emment it has ne^e^ lost sight 
of Its OT\n dignii), and, therefor^ never endured without 
resentment those impertinent inno\ations in the etiquette 
of our Court, and in the manner and language of our 
Emperor to the representatnes of legihmale sovereigns. 
Hid similar becoming sentiments directed the councils of 
all other princes and the behaviour of their ambassadors 
here, spirited remonstrances might have raoderaicd the 
pretensions or passions of upstart vanit), while a forbear 
ance and silence, equallj impolitic and shameful, have aug 
mented insolence bj flattering the pnde of an insupportable 
and outrageous ambition 

The Emperor of Russia would not have been so well 
represented here, had he not been so wisely served and 
advised in his council chamber at St Petersburg Ignorance 
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and folly commonly, select fools, for their agents, while genius 
and capacity employ men of tJieir own mould, and of their 
own cast. It is a remarkable truth that, notwithstanding 
the frequent revolutions in Russia, since the death of 
Peter the First the ministerial helm has always been in 
able hands j the progressive and uninterrupted increase of 
the real and relative power of the Russian empire evinces 
the reality of this assertion. 

The Russian chancellor, Count Alexander Woronzoff, 
may 'be justly called the chief of political veterans, whether 
his talents or long semces are considered. Catherine II., 
though a voluptuous Princess, was a great Sovereign, and 
a competent judge of merit ; and it was her unbiased 
choice that seated Count Woronzoff, while yet young, in 
her councils. Though the intrigues of favourites have 
sometimes removed him, he always retired with the esteem 
of his Sovereian, and was recalled without caballing or 
cringing to return. He is admired, by all who have the 
honour of approaching him, as much for his obliging con- 
descension as for his . great information. Xo petty Hevs, 
no petty caprices, no petty vengeances find room in his 
generous bosom. He is known to have conferred benefac- 
tions, not only on his enemies, but on those who, at the 
'’Cty time, were meditating his destruction. His opinion is 
that a patriotic minister should regard no others as his 
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enemies but those conspmng against their countr), and 
acknowledge no fnends or favourites incapable of well 

serving the State Pnnce de Z waited on him one 

da>, and, after hesitating some time, began to compliment 
him on his liberal sentiments, and concluded b) asking 
the place of a governor for his cousin, with whom he had 
reason to suppose the Count much offended “ I am 
happ) said his Excellencj, “to oblige you, and to do 
my duty at the same time Here is a libel he wrote 
against me, and presented to the Empress, who graciously 
has communicated it to me, m answer to my rccommenda 
tion of him yesterday to the place you ask for him to^Jty 
Read what I have wTitten on the libel, and you will be 
comanced that it will not be my fault if he is not lo-da\ 
a governor” In two hours afterwards, the nomiintion was 

announced to Pnnce de Z , who was himself at the 

head of a cabal against the minister In any country such 
an act would have been laudable, but where despotism 
rules with unopposed sway, it is both honourable and 
praiseworthy 

Prince Adam de Cxartonnsky, the assistant of Count 
de Woronzoff, and minister of the foreign department, unites 
with the vngour of youth, the experience of age He his 
travelled in most countnes of Europe, not solely to figure 
at Courts, to dance at balls, to look at pictures, or to collect 
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curiosities, but to study the ch.ir.nclcr^ of the people, the 
laws by which they arc governed, and their moral or social 
influence with regard to their comforts or misery. He, 
tlicreforc. brought hack with him a stock of knowledge not 
to be acquired from books, but only found in the world by 
frequenting different and oj)posite societies with observa- 
tion, penetration and genius. With manners as polished 
as his mind is well informed, he not only possesses the 
favour, but the friendshij) of his Prince : and, what is still 
more r.arc, is worthy of both. All sovereigns have favourites, 
few ever had any friends : because it is more easy to flatter 
vanity than to display a liberal disinterestedness ; to bow 
meanly than to instruct or to guide with delicacy and 
dignity : to abuse the confidence of the Prince than to use 
it to his honour, and to the advantage of his government. 

That such a monarch as an Ale.xandcr, and such 
ministers as Count dc Woronzoff and Prince de Czarto- 
rinsky, should appoint a Count de jMarkoff to a high and 
irnportant post was not unexpected by anyone not ignorant 
of his merit. 

Count de l\Iarkoff w.a.s, early in the reign of 
Catherine II., employed in the office of the foreign 
department at St. Petersburg, and was, whilst young, en- 
trusted with several important negotiations at The Courts 
of Berlin and Vienna, when Prussia had proposed the first 
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pirtitjon of Poland He afteniards went on his tn^eIs, 
from ^vhich he was recalled to fill the place of an 
ambassador to the late King of Sweden, Giista\’us III 
He was succeeded, m 1784, at Stockholm, b> Count 
Itluschin Puschin, after being appointed a secrelarj of state 
in his own countr}, a post he occupied with distinction, 
until the death of Catherine 11 , when Paul the hirst 
re\enged upon him, as well as on most others of the 
faithful servants of this Princess, his discontent with his 
mother He was then exiled to his estates, where he 
retired with the esteem of all those who had known him 
In 1801, immediatel) after his accession to the throne, 
Alexander mvated Count < 3 e MarkolT to his Court and 
council, and the trust) but difficult task of representing 
a legitimate Sovereign at the Court of our upstart usurper 
was conferred on him I imagine that I see the great 
surprise of this nobleman, when, for the first lime, he 
entered the audience»chamber of our little great man, and 
saw him fretting, stanng, sweating abusing to nght and to 
left, for one smile confemng twenl) frowns, and for one 
civil word making use of fifl> harsh expressions marching 
in the diplomatic audience as at the head of Ins troops 
and commanding foreign ambassadors as his Trench sohhtrs. 

I have heard that the report of Count de Markoff to his 
Court, describing this new and rare show, is a chf-iTtru re 
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of w’t, equally amusing and inslructivc. He is said to 
have requested of his Cabinet new and particular orders 
how to act — whether as the rej)rcsentativc of an indciicndenl 
Sovereign, or, as most of the other members of the foreign 
diplomatic corps in Fmnee, like a valet of the I'irst Consul; 
and that, in the latter case, he im])lorcd as a favour an 
immediate rcc..all ; preferring, had he no other choice left, 
sooner to work in the mines at Siberia than to wear in 
France the disgraceful fetters of a I’lonaparte. Mis subse- 
quent dignified conduct proves the answer of his (roiirt. 

Talleyrand's craft and dissimulation could not delude 
the sagacity of Count de Markoff, who was, therefore, soon 
less liked by the minister than by the First Consul. All 
kind of low, vulgar and revolutionarj’ chicanery was made 
use of to vex or to provoke the Ivussian ambassador. 
Sometimes he was reproaclicd with having emigrants in Ins 
service ; another lime protection was refused to one of his 
secretaries, under pretence that he was a Sardinian subject. 
Russian travellers were insulted, and detained on the most 
frivolous pretences. 'Fwo Russian noblemen were even 
arrested on our side of the Rhine, because Talleyrand had 
forgotten to sign his name to their passes, which were other- 
wise in order. The fact was that our minister suspected 
them of carrying some papers which he ^Yanted to see, and, 
therefore, wrote his name with an ink of such a composition 
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that, after a certain number of days, eierj thing written with 
It disappeared Their effects and papers were strictlj 
searched by an agent preceding them from this capital, 
but nothing i«3 found our minister being misinformed 
by his spies 

When Count de Markoff left Sweden, he earned with 
him an actress of the French theatre nt Stockholm, Mndame 
Hus, an Alsatian b} birth, but who bad quitted her 
country twehe >ears before the Revolution, and could, 
therefore, never be included among emigrants She 
had continued as a mistress with this nobleman, is the 
mother of several children by him, and an ngreublc 
companion to him, who has never been marned As 
I have often said, Tallejrand is much obliged to anj 
foreign diplomatic agent who allows him to be the m 
direct provider or procurer of his mistresses After m nin 
tempting Count de Markoff with new objects he introduced 
to the acquaintance of Madame Hus some of his female 
emissanes Their manccuvres their insinuations, and tven 
their presents weVe all thrown awaj The lady remained 
the faithful friend and therefore refused with indignation 
to di^rade herself into a sp\ on her lover Our minister 
then first discovered that, not onl> was ^^adamc Hus an 
emigrant, but had been a great benefactress and constant 
companion of emigrants at St Petersburg, and of course 
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deserved to be watched, if not punished. Count de 

MarkofT is reported to have said to Talleyrand on this 
grave subject, in the presence of two other foreign am- 
bassadors ; “ Apropos ! what shall I do to prevent my poor 

Madame Hus from being shot as an emigrant, and my 

poor children from becoming prematurely orphans ? ” — 
“Sir," said our diplomatic onacle, “she should have peti- 
tioned the First Consul for a ])ermission to return to 
France before she entered it ; but out of regard for you, if 
she is prudaii, she will not, I daresay, be troubled by our 
Government.” — “ I should be sorry if she was not,” replied 
the Count with a significant look ; and here this grand 
affair ended, to the great entertainment of tliose foreign 
agents who dared to smile or to laugh. 
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r\ris Oci>lcr, 1805 

Rr\ I 01 D, — IIiL region of Honour, though onlj pro 
cliimcd upon IJoniparte's assumption of the impernl nnk, 
(Intcs from th<i first >e'ir of his consuhte lo prcp-ire the 
public mind for a progressive clcvition of himself, -mcl for 
conscriucntnl distinctions imong all classes of his subjects 
he distributed among the nulitar), arms of lionour, to which 
were attaclicd precedence and privileges granted bj him 
and, therefore liable to ctasc with his power or lift Iht 
numbtr of these arms increased m proportion to the ap- 
proach of the period fixed for the change of his title and 
iht trtclion of his throne When he judged them numerous 
enough to support his changes he made all these wearers 
of arms of honour kni{,hts Never Ixifore were so man) 
ehev alters created en masse thej amounted to no less than 
twent) two thousand four hundred, distributed m the dif 
ferent corps of difierent armies, but pnncipall) m the arm) 
of 1 nqland lo these were afterwards joined five tliouvand 
nine hundred civil functionaries nicn of letters artists, i^c 
lo remove, however, all ideas, of etjuaht), even among the 
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ninnhct.v of ilu' Lotion of Honour, tlu-y were divided into 
four c!u«cs- i;r.md ofiia-i.->. romin.'uuier.-.. oilicers and simple 

I'.veiyone who Irr- ohM-rved !'.onaj>.ir!e’s incessant cn- 
dc.iV(Mit,s U) intntdr luiusrlf amujii; the .^overei; 4 ns of l‘Airo[»e. 
was coin'incedi that he would cajole, or force, as many of 
thetn as he could into his tevolutionaiy knkdilhood : l)ut I 
heard num. w'ho :u<’ not ipnorant *u' the selfishness ami cor- 
ruption of our times, deny the possibility of any independent 
I’rincc sulTeriny, his name to lie reyi.stercd among criminals 
of every description, from the tliief who picked the pockets 
of his fello\v-<-iti,'ens in the street, down to the regicide 
wilt) sal in judLunent and condemned his King : from the 
plunderers wiio have laid waste jiiovinees, repuhlic.s and 
kingdoms, flown to the ass.issin.s who shot, drowned or 
guillotined their <-onntrymen <■/: wnw. for my part, I 
never had but one opinion, and unfortunately it has turned 
out a just one. 1 alwav.s was convimted that those princes 
who received other presents from l{oiia[)artc could have no 
plausible excuse to decline his ribands, crosses and stars. 
Bui who could have presumed to think that, in return for 
these blood-stained baubles, they would have sacrificecl 
those honourable and dignified ornaments which, for ages 
past, have been the exclusive distinction of what birth had 
exalted, virtue made eminent, talents conspicuou.s, - honour 

13 


VOL. II 





Tiic SnCRET HISTORY OF 


illustrious, or %-nlour roentonous? Who ^\ould ha\e dared 
to saj that the Prussian Eagle and the Spanish Golden 
Fleece should thus be prostituted, thus polluted? I do not 
mean b) this remark to throw anj blame on the confemng 
those and other orders on Napoleon Bonaparte, or e^en 
on his brothers , I know it is usual, between kpUmate 
so^erelgns in allnncc, sometimes to e^cbange their knight 
hoods , but to debase rojal orders so much as to present 
them to a Cnmbaceres, a Tallej-rand, a Fouche, a Berna 
dotte, a Fesch, and other tile and criminal wretches, I 
do not den) to hate excited m) astonishment, as well as 
m> indignation \\hat honest— \ do not sa> what nobte— 
subjects of Prussia, or of Spam, will hereafter think them 
seUes rewarded for their Io>alij, mdustrj, patriotism or 
zeal, when the) remember that their Sotereigns ha\e 
nothing to gne but what the rebel has obtained, the 
robber worn, the murderer ailhfied and the regicide de- 
based ? 

The number of grand officers of the Legion of Honour 
does not )et amount to more than eight), according to a 
list Circulated at Milan last r/nngi qf which I ha\e ‘^een 
a cop> Of these grind officers, three had been shoe- 
makers, two tailors, four bakers, four barbers, six friars, 
eight ahb^% six officers three pedhrs, three diandlers, 
seien drummers sixteen soldiers and eight regicides, four 
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were la^Yful Kings, and the six others, Electors or Princes 
of the most ancient houses in Europe. I have looked 
over our own official list, and, as far as I know,, the calcu- 
lation is exact, both with regard to the number, and to 
the quality. 

This new institution of knighthood produced a singular 
effect on my vain and giddy countrymen, who, for twelve 
years before, had scarcely seen a star or a riband, except 
those of foreign ambassadors, who were frequently insulted 
when wearing them. It became now the fashion to be a 
knight, and those who really were not so, put pinks, or 
rather blooms, or flowers of a darker red, in their button- 
holes, so as to resemble, and to be taken at a distance for, 
the red ribands of the members of the Legion of Honour. 

A man of the name of Villeaume, an engraver by 
profession, took advantage of this knightly fashion and 
mania, and sold for four louis d’or, not only the stars, 
but pretended letters of knighthood, said to be procured 
by his connection with persons of the household of the 
Emperor. In a month’s time, according to a register kept 
by him, he had made twelve hundred and fifty knights. 
When his fraud w'as discovered, he was already out of the 
way, safe with his money ; and, notwithstanding the re- 
searches of the police, has not since been taken. 

A person, calling himself Baron von Rinken, a subject 
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and an agent of one of the manj Princes of Hohenlohe 
according to his own as«;ertion am\ed hero with real letters 
and patents of knighthood which he offered for sale for 
three hundred luTes—^i- The stars of this Order were 
as large as the star of the grand officers of the Legion of 
Honour, and nearlj resembled it hut the ribands wue of 
a different colour He had ahead) disposed of a dozen 
of these stars, when he was taken up h\ the police and 
shut up in the Tempk, where he still remains. Four other 
agents of inferior pett) German pnnees ha\e also been 
arrested for oflenng the Orders of their Soy ensigns for salt 
A Captain Romnis who tcceued «i\ wounds m his 
campaign under Pichesru m 1794 wore the star of the 
I^ion of Honour without being nominated a knight He 
has been tried b) a nuhtarj commission depmed of his 
pension and condemned to four jears mipn-jonmcnt m 
irons, pro\ed that he had presented fourteen petltIou^ 
to Bonaparte for obtaining this mark of distinction but in 
\~tm while hundreds of other; who had hardU seen an 
eneni) or at Ihv most, made but one campaign or been 
once wounded had succeeded m their demands. As «oon 
as sentence had been pronounced against him he took a 
small pistol from his pocket and shot him elf tlirough the 
head saMiig * ‘^omc one else will soon do t!ic same for 
Ponaparte. 
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A cobbler, of the name of Matthieu, either in a fit of 
madness or from hatred to the new order of things, 
decorated himself with the large riband of the Legion of 
Honour, and had an old star fastened on his coat. Thus 
accoutred, he went into the Palais Royal, in the middle 
of the day, got upon a chair, and . began to speak to his 
audience of the absurdity of true republicans not being on 
a level, even under an Emperor, and putting on, like him, 
all his ridiculous ornaments. “We are here,” said he, 
“either all grand officers, or there exist no grand officers 
at all; we have all fought and paid for liberty, and for the 
Revolution, as much as Bonaparte, and have, therefore, the 
same right and claim with him.” Here a police agent and 
some gendarmes interrupted his cloqimicc by taking him 
into custody. When Fouclu? asked him what he meant by 
such rebellious behaviour, he replied “that it was only a 
trial to see whether destiny had intended him to become 
an Emperor,, or to remain a cobbler. On the next day he 
was shot as a conspirator. I saw the unfortunate man in 
the Palais Royal ; his eyes looked wild, and his words 
were often incoherent. He was certainly a subject more 
deserving a place in a mad-house than in a tomb. 

Cambaceres has been severely .reprimanded by the 
Emperor for showing too much partiality for the Royal 
Prussian Black Eagle, by wearing it in preference to the 
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Imperial Legion of Honour He was guen to understand 
that, except for four dajs in the jear, the imperial etiquette 
did not permit anj subjects to display their knighthood of 
the Prussian Order In Madame Bonaparte’s last draning 
room, before His Imperial Majesty set out for the Rhine 
he was ornamented with the Spanish, Neapolitan, Prussian 
and Portuguese Orders, together wth those of the Frencli 
Legion of Honour, and of the Italian Iron Crown I have 
seen the Emperor Paul, who was also an amateur of 
nbands and stars, but never vnth so many at once I 
have just heard that the Grand Master of Malta has pre 
sented Napoleon with the Grand Cross of the Maltese 
^Order This is certainly a negative compliment to him, 
who, in /ulj, 1795, otHcialJy declared to his then sectaries, 
the Turks and Mussulmans, “that the Grand Master, Com 
manders, Knights and Order of Malta ext^fed no mote * 

I have heard it related for a certamtj, among our 
fashionable ladies, that the Empress of the Trench also 
intends to institute a new order of female knighthood, noi 
of honour, but of confidence of which all our Court ladies, 
all the wives of our genenU, public functionaries, arc 
to be members The Impenal princesses of the Bonap,irte 
family are to be hereditary grand officers, together with as 
many foreign empresses, queens, princesses, countesses and 
baronesses as can be bayoneted into this revolutionary 
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sisterhood. Had the Continent remained tranquil, it would 
already have been officially announced by a Senatus Con- 
sultum. I should suppose that Madame Bonaparte, with 
her splendid Court, and brilliant retinue of German princes 
and electors at Strasburg, need only say the word to 
find hundreds of princely recruits for her knighthood in 
petto. .Her mantle, as a Grand Mistress of the Order of 
Confidence, has been already embroidered at Lyons, and 
those who have seen it assert that it is truly superb. The 
diamonds of the star on the mantle are valued at six 
hundred thousand livres — ^^25,000. 
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PvRis, OJokr, 1805 

M\ Loris— S ince Komparte’s departure for German), 
fifteen mdniduah haae been brouglit here chimed from 
"V'endec and the Western Departments and ire im 
prisoned in the Temple. Ihut crime is not cxactl) known, 
but pni-ale letters from those countnes rehte that Uk> 
were recruiting for another insurrection, and tlut some of 
them were entrusted as ambassadors from their discon 
tented countnmen to Louis XVIII. to ash for his return 
to Trance, and for the .\«>i5tance of R.U5>sia, Sweden and 
England to support his cliims 

The«e an., howeier, repoitb to whidi 1 do not afiiM 
much credit Had the pnsoners in the Temple been 
guilt), or onlv tiausfd of such cnnie^ the) would long ago 
hi\e been tortured, tried and executed, or e.\ecutcd with 
out a trill 1 suppose them mere hostages, arrested b) 
our Ooiernment, as secuntj for the iranquillit) of the 
Chouan DejxiTtment« during our armies’ occupation the- 
where, ^\e Ini'e, iKTCrthclesi^ two mo\'ible columns of 
si\ thousand men each in the counti), or in its «ctmt), 
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aiul il wtuiij] hi’ noi only iiniK^lltir, l)Ut a rnu’lty, (o engage 
or allure the unfnrUmatc jiciiph; these wretched countries 
into atiy j>lt»!<. which, situated as alTairs now are. would 
he productive of gteat and cettain evil to them, without 
even the prohahilily of any henefit to tlie cause of royalty 
atul of the Hourhon^. I «i(r ni>* mean to say that thi;re 
.are not those who lehel ag.titisf honaparte’s lyr.uiny, or that 
the llourhons have tto friends ; on the eontrary, the latter 
are not few. and the former very numerous. lUil a kind 
of apathy, the effect of imav.tiling resistance to usurpation 
and opjircssion. has seized on most minds, and annihilated 
wh.nt little icmained <tf our never very gre.at public spirit. 
We are tired of everything, even of our e\isience, and 
care no more whether we are governed by a Maeimilian 
Robesjuerre or hy a Xapoleon Uonajrarte, by a Harms 
or by Louis XVI 11. Lxcepi. perhaps, among the military, 
or among some andutious schemers, remnants of former 
factions, I do not believe a .Moreau, a .Macdonald, a 
Lucien Bonaparte, or any j)er.son exiled hy the Emperor, 
and formerly pojtular, could collect fifty trusty conspirators 
in all France ; at least, ns long .as our .armies are victorious, 
and org.anized in their present formidable manner. Should 
anything happen to ’Oiir present chief, an impulse may be 
given to the minds now sunk dowat, and raise our characler.s 
from their present torpid state. ]3ut until such an event. 
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\\e j,haU remain as we are, indolent but submissive, sicn 
ficing our children and treasures for a cause we detest, 
and for a man we abhor I am sorry to say it, but it 
ccrtainl) does no honour to my nation when one million 
desperadoes of civil and military banditti are suffered to 
govern, tyrannize and pillage, at their ease and undisturbed, 
thirty millions of people, to whom their past crimes are 
known, and who have every reason to apprehend their 
future wickedness 

1 his astonishing nsxgnation (if I can call it so, and if 
It does not deserve a worse name), is so much the more 
incomprehensible, as the povert> of the higher and middle 
classes is as great as the misery of^the people, and except 
those employed under Bonaparte, and some few upstart 
contractors or army commissaries, the greatest privations 
must be submitted to m order to pay the enormous taxes 
and make a decent appearance, 1 know families of h'e, 
six and seven persons, who formerl) were wealth), and 
now have for a scant) subsistence an income of twelve or 
eighteen hundred hvres — ;^50 or ^75 — per )ear, with 
which the) are obliged to live as the) can, being deprived 
of all the resource that elsewhere labour offers to the m 
dustnous, and all the succours compassion bestows on the 
necessitous You know that here all trade and all com 
merce are at a stand or destro)ed, and the hearts of our 
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modern rich are as unfeeling as their manners are vulgar 
and brutal. 

A family of ci-devant nobles of my acquaintance, once 
possessing a revenue of one hundred and fifty thousand 
livres — ;^6,3oo — subsist -now on fifteen hundred livres — 
year ; and this sum must support six indivi- 
duals — the father and mother, with four children ! It does 
so, indeed, by an arrangement of only one poor meal in 
the day; a dinner ^four times, and a supper three times, in 
the week. They endure their distre.ss with tolerable cheer- 
fulness, though in the same street, where they occupy the 
garrets of a house, resides, in an elegant hotel, a man who 
^vas once their groom, but who is now a tribune, and has 
within these last twelve )'ears, as a conventional deputy, 
amassed, in his mission to Brabant and Flanders, twelve 
millions of livres — ^500,000. He has kindly let my friend 
understand that his youngest daughter might be received 
as a chambermaid to his wife, being informed that she has 
got a good edticatioh. All the four daughters are good 
musicians, good drawers, and very able with their needles. 
By their talents they supported their parents and themselves 
during their emigration in Germany ; but here these are of 
but little use or advantage. Those upstarts who want in- 
struction or works of this sort, apply to the first most 
renowned and fashionable masters or mistresses ; while 
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Others, and those the greatest number, cannot afford even 
to pa> the infenor ones and the most cheap This famil} 
IS one of the many that r^ret having returned from their 
emigration But, you may ask, v\hy do they not go back 
again to Germany ^ First, it would expose them to sus 
picion, and, perhaps, to rum, were they to demand passes, 
and if this danger or difficulty were removed, they have no 
money for such a long journey 

But this sort of penury and wretchedness is also common 
with the families of the former wealthy merchants and trades- 
men Paper money, a maximum and requisitions, have 
reduced those that did not share in the crimes and pillage 
of the Revolution, as much as the presented nobility 
\nd, contradictory as it may seem, the number of persons 
employed in commercial speculations has more than tnpled 
since we expenenced a general stagnation of trade, the 
consequence of war, of want of capital, protection, en 
couragement, and confidence , but one of the magazines 
of 1789 contained more goods and merchandize tlian twenty 
modern magazines put together Tlie expenses of these ntiv 
merchants are, however, much greater than sixteen years ago, 
the profit less, and the credit stiU less than the profit 
Hence numerous bankruptcies, frauds, swandlmg, forgtnes, 
and other evils of immorality, extravagance and nusei) 
The fair and honest dealers suffer most trom the intrusion 
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of these infamous speculators, who— expecting, like other 
vile men wallowing in wealth under their e}-c.s, to make 
rapid fortunes, and to escape detection as well as punish- 
'mont — commit crimes to soothe disappointment. Nothing 
is done but for ready money, and even hankers’ bilks, or 
bills accepted by bankers, arc not taken in payment before 
the .signatures are avowed by the parties concerned. You 
can easily conceive what eonfu.sion, what expense.s, and 
what loss of time these precautions must occasion ; but the 
numerous forgeries and fabrications have made them abso- 
lutely necessary. 

The farmers and land-holder.s are belter off, but they 
also comjilain of the heavy taxe.s, and low price paid for 
what they bring to the market, which frequently, for want 
of ready money, remains long unsold. They take nothing 
but cash in payment ; for. notwithstanding the endeavours 
of our Government, the notes of the Bank of France have 
never been in circulation among them. They have also 
been subject to losses by the fluctuation of paper money, 
by extortions, requisitions and by the maximum. In this 
class of my countrymen remains still some little national 
spirit and some independence of character ; but these are 
far from being favourable to Bonaparte, or to the Imperial 
Government, which the yearly increase of taxes, and, above 
all, the conscription, have rendered extremel}' odious. \ ou 
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may judge of the greit difference in the taxation of lands 
and landed property now and under our kings, i\hen 
I inform you that a fnend of mine, ^\ho, m 1792, 
possessed, m one of the Western Departments, twenty-one 
farms, paid less in contribution for them all than he does 
now for the three farms he has recovered from the wreck 
of his fortune 
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. LETTER LXVn 


Paris, Oilobcr, 1805. 

My T.ord, — 111 a military empire, ruled by a military 
despot, it is a necessary policy that the education of youth 
should also be military. In all our jiublic schools or 
prytanees, a boy, from the moment of entering, is registered 
in a company, and regularly drilled, exercised and reviewed, 
punished for neglect or fault according to martial law, and 
advanced if displaying genius or application. All our 
private schools that wish for the protection of Government 
are forced to submit to the same military rules, and, there- 
fore, most of our conscripts, so far from being recruits, are 
fit for any service as soon as put into requisition. The 
fatal effects to the independence of Europe to be dreaded 
from this sole innovation, I apprehend, have been too little 
considered by other nations. • A great Power, that can, 
without obstacle, and with but little expense, in four weeks 
increase its disposable military force from one hundred and 
twenty to one hundred and eighty thousand young men, 
accustomed to military duty from their youth, must finally 
become the master of all other or rival Powers, and dispose 
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at leisure of empires, kingdoms, principalities and republics 

— NOTHI^G CAN SA\E THtVf BUT THE Ar>OPTJO^ Of SIMILAR 
Mf VSURES FOR TlIElR PRE5,ER\ \TlOS AS IlWF BEEN ADOPTFl) 
fOR THUR SUIJUGATION 

hen rCtat ATihlatn for the year 13 (a work containing 
the official statement of our mibtary forces) was presented 
to Bonaparte by Betthier, the latter said, “Sire, I la) 
before )our Majesty the book of the destiny of the N\orld, 
which your hands direct a> (he sovereign guide of the 
armies of jour empire This compliment is a truth and 
therefore no flatter) It might as justly ha\e been addressed 
to a Moreau a Macdonald, ale Courbe or to any other 
general, as to Bonaparte, because a superior number of 
well disciplined troops, lei them be well or even indif 
ferentl) commanded, wilf defeat those inferior m number 
Three to one would even overpoAver an armv of gnnts 
Add to it the unity of plans of dispositions, and of 
execution which Bonaparte enjojs exclusive!) over such a 
great number of troops, A\hile ten, or perhaps fift), will 
direct or contradict every movement of his opponents I 
tremble when I meditate on Berthiers assertion, mas 
1 never live to see it realized, and to see all hitherto 
independent nations prostrated acknowfLdgu that 
and destiny are the same, and the same distributor of good 
and evil 
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One of the bad consequences of this our military 
eduyation of youlli is a total absence of all religious and 
moral lessons. Arnaud had, last August, the courage to 
complain of this infamou.s neglciT, in the National Institute. 
“'I'he youth." .“^aid he, “receive no other instruction but 
lessons to march, to firc; to bow, to dance, to .sit, to 
lie and to impose with a good grace. I do not a.slc for 
Siiarlans or Romans, but we want Athenians, and our 
.schools are only forming Sybarites.” Within twenty-four 
hour.s afterwards, Arnaud was visited by a police agent, 
accompanied by two gendarmes, with an order signed by 
louche, which condemned him to resitle at Orleans, and 
not to return to I’aris without the permission of the 
(lovernment, a punishment regarded here as very woikrafc 
for such an indiscreet zeal. 

A schoolmaster at Auteuil, near this capit.al, of the 
name of (iouron, had a private seminary, organized upon 
the footing of our former colleges. In some few months 
he was offered more pupils than he well could attend to, 
and his house shortly became very fashionable, even for 
our upstarts, who sent their children there in preference. 
He was ordered before Fouchd last Christmas, and com- 
manded to change the hour.s hitherto employed in teaching 
religion and morals, to a military exercise and instruction, 
as both more tieccssajy and more salubrious for French 
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>outh H-iving replied thit such an alteration was con 
tni)r to his phn and agrtemenf with the parents of. his 
scholars the minister stopped him short by telling him that 
he miisi obey what had been prescribed by Government, 
or stand the consequences of his refractory spirit Hwng 
consulted with his friends and patrons, he divided the 
hours, and gave half of the time usually allotted to religion 
,or morality to the study of military e\ercise His pupils 
however, remained obstinate brdlce the drum, and tore and 
burnt the colours he had bought As this was not his 
fault, he did not expect any further disturbance, particularly 
after having reported to the police both his obedience and 
the unforeseen result But last March his house was sud 
denly surrounded in the night by gendarmes, and some 
police agents entered it All the boys were ordered to 
dre&s and to pack up their effects and to follow the 
gendarmes to several other scliools, where the. Government 
had placed them, and of which their parents would be 
informed Gouron his wife, four ushers and si\ servants, 
were all arrested and carried to the police office whcri, 

I ouche, after reproaching them for thcir fanatical behaviour, 
as Jie termed it, told then^ as they were so fond of tencli 
ing religious and moral duties, a suitable situation had been 
provided for them m Cayenne, where the negroes stood 
sadly in need of their early arrival, for which reason they 
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would all. set out on that very morning for Rooheforl, 
Wheh Gouron' asked what was to become of his pro|)erfy, 
furniture, &:c., he was told that his house was intended by 
Government for a preparatory school, and would, with U;; 
contents, be purchased, and the amount paid him in lands 
in Caj-enne. It is not necessary to say thdt this e.samjde 

i 

of imperial justice had the desired effect on all other re- 
fractory private schoolmasters. 

The parents of Gouroms pupils werf^ with a se'vere 
reprimand, informed where their .sons bad been jjla-'y.'d, end 
where they would be educated in a manner agreeable to 
the Emperor, who recummenied tbe.m .net to remove t;:ef;;- 
without a previou.s notice to the ponce, d, hatte.', 0/ the 
name of Maille, however, ordered hhs oc.n ho.ee e, be'ea.oe he 
had been sent to a dearer schc-oi than t,he .m-tneo Jr. hit 
turn he was carried be.‘'ore the poh'oe, and- after a '.ho.n 


e.vamination ot a quarte.-'Cr'an-norr- ---nt * 
his wife and tv-o children, to 'one noem fhe 
Rochefort and to settle "o'to .nno at Gan'en.'; 
Avould also be gi'.e.o bir.o for hoc propen:;' no . 
particulars wene related to -ooe op a .nerpno' 
had, for two p^rar. preoion'. to toon oeen 0 
care, but "doo war .ro" anoonp nro'-e c--noe 
Government 7 he 00 h ore.em urn net ro 
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iiUimid'xted, and \^eak enough to remain contented, pre 
fernng no doubt, his personal safet> to the future happiness 
of his child In >our country, >ou httle comprehend i\hit 
a valuable instrument terror has been m thS hands of our 
rulers since the Revolution, and how often fear lias bVen 
mistaken abroad for affection and content 

All these minutta and pettj venations, but great oppres 
sions, of petty t> rants, you may easily guess, tike up a greit 
deal of time, ind that, therefore, a minister of police, (hough 
the most powerful, is also the most occupied of his colleagues 
bo he certainl) is, but, last >ear, a new organization of this 
ministry was regulated by Bonaparte , and roiichc was 
allowed as assistants, four counsellors of state, and an au^ 
mentation of sixty four police commissanes The French 
empire was then divided into four arfondissentenfs, with 
regard to the general police not including Pans and its 
vicinit), inspected by a prefect of police under the nimisitr 
Of the first of these arrondtssemeuls, the counsellor of state, 
Rea! is a kind of deput) minister , the counsellor of state, 
Miot, IS the same of the second, the counsellor of statt, 
Pelet de la Lozere of the third, and the counsellor of 
state Dauchy, of the fourth The secret police agents 
formerI> called spies, were also considerablj increastd 
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LETTER LXVIII 

Paris, Octobe?-, 1805. 

My Lord, — Before Bonaparte set out for the Rhine, 
the Pope’s Nuncio was for the first time publicly rebuked 
by him in Madame Bonaparte’s drawing-room, and ordered 
loudly to write to Rome and tell his Holiness to think 
himself fortunate in continuing to govern the Ecclesiastical 
States, without interfering ivith the ecclesiastical arrange- 
ments that might be thought necessary or proper by the 
Government in France. 

Bonaparte’s policy is to promote among the first dig- 
nitaries of the Gallican Church the brothers or relatives 
of his civil or military supporters ; Cambaceres’ brother is, 
therefore, an archbishop and cardinal, and one of Le Brun’s, 
and two of Berthier’s cousins are bishops. As, however, 
the relatives of these senators, ministers ' or generals, have, 
-like themselves, figured in many of the scandalous and 
blasphemous scenes of the Revolution, the Pope has some- 
times hesitated about sanctioning their promotions. This 
was the case last summer, when General Dessolles’ brother 
was transferred from the bishopric of Digne to that of 
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Chamber}, and Bonaparte nominated for his successor (he 
brother of General Miolbs, who was a curate of Bngnolo, 
Ilf the diocese of Ai\ This curate had not onj) been one 
of the first to throw up his letters of priesthood at the 
Jacobin club at Ai\, but had also sacniegiousi} dented 
the diMnit} of the Christian religion, and proposed, m imiti 
tion of Parisian atheists, the worship of a Goddess of 
Reason m a common prostitute with whom he li\ed The 
notoriet} of these abominations made e\en his parishioners 
at Bngnoles unwilling to go to church, and to regard him 
as their pastor, though seveni of them bad been imprisoned, 
fined, and even transported as fanatics, or as refractor) 

During the negotiation with Cardinal Tesch last jear, 
the Pope had been promised, among other things, that, for 
the future, his conscience should not be wounded bj ha\ing 
presented to him for the prelacy an) persons but those of 
the purest morals of the French empire , and that all his 
objections should be attended to, m case of promotions 
his scruples removed, or his refusal submitted to Whi-n 
Cardinal hesch demanded his Hohness's Bull for the curate 
RIiollis, the Cardinal secretar> of state, (lonsabi, showed no 
less than twenty acts of apostas) and hh«;pherm, which 
made him unworth) of such a dignit> 'lo this was replied 
that, haling obtained an indulgence t/t toto for what wa-. 
pist, he was a proper subject abosi, all, as he had tin. 
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protection of the Emperor of the French. The Pope’s 
Nuncio here then addressed himself to our minister of the 
ecclesiastical department, . Portalis, who advised him not to 
speak to Bonaparte of a matter upon which his mind had 
been made up ; he, nevertheless, demanded an audience, 
and it was in consequence of this request that he, in his 
turn, became acquainted with the new imperial etiquette 
and new imperial jargon towards the representatives of 
Sovereigns. On the same e, veiling ,the Nuncio expedited 
a courier to Rome, and I have heard to-day that the 
nomination of Miollis is confirmed by the Pope. 

From this relatively trifling occurrence, his Holiness 
might judge of the intention of our Government to adhere 
to its other engagements ; but at Rome, as well as in most 
other Continental capitals, the Sovereign is the dupe of the 
perversity of his counsellors and ministers, who are the 
tools, and not seldom the pensioners, of the Cabinet of 
St. Cloud. 

But in the' kingdom of Ital}' the parishes and dioceses 
are, if possible, still worse seiwed than in this country. 
Some of the bishops there, after having done duty .in 
the National Guards, worn the Jacobin cap, and fought 
against their lawful Prince, now live in open adultery ; and, 
from their intrigues, are the terror of all the married , part 
of their flock. The Bishop of Pavia keeps the wife of 
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a merchant, bj ^\hQr^ he has two children , and that the 
public nn) not be mistaken as to their real father, the 
merchant receded a sum of monej to establish* himself at 
Brescia, and has not seen his wife for these two )eaTS 
past General Gourion, who was last spring m Italy, has 
assured me that he read the advertisement of a curate 
after his concubine, who had eloped with another curate, 
and that the police minister at 'Milan openly licensed 
women, to be the housekeepers of pnests 

A grand vicar, Sarini, at Bologna, was, m 1796, a fnar, 
but relinquished then the convent for the tent, and ex 
changed the breviary for the musket He married a nun 
of one cloister, from whom he procured a divorce m a 
month to unite himself with an abbess of another, deserted 
by him in her turn for the wife of an innkeeper, who 
robbed and eloped from her husband Last spring he 
returned to the bosom of the Church and, by imkwg our 
Empress a present of a valuable diamond cross, of which 
he had pillaged the statue of a Madonna, he obtained the 
dignity of a grand vicar to the great edification, no doubt, 
of all those who had seen him before the altar or in ilic 
camp at the brothel or in the hospital 

Another grand vicar of the same bishop in the samt. 
ut>, of the name of Rami, has two of his illcgitimat*, 
children as singing boys in the same cathedral where he 
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officiates as a priest. Their mother is dead, but her 
daughter, by another priest, is now their father’s mistress. 
This incestuous commerce is so little, concealed that the 
girl does the honours of the grand vicar’s • house, and, with 
naivete enough, tells the guests and visitors of her Iiappi- 
ftess in having succeeded her mother. I have this anecdote 
from an officer who heard her make use of that expression. 

In France our priests, I fear, are equally as debauched 
and unprincipled ; but, in yielding to their vicious propen- 
sities, they take care to save the appearance of virtue, and 
though their guilt is the same, the .scandal is less. Bona- 
parte pretends to be severe against all those ecclesiastics 
who are accused of any irregularities after having made 
their peace with the Church. A curate of Picardy, su.s- 
pected of gallantry, and another of Normandy, accused of 
• inebriety, were last month, without further trial or cere- 
mony than the report of the minister Portalis, delivered 
over to Fouche, who transported them to Cayenne, after 
they had been stripped of their gowns. At the same time. 
Cardinal Cambaceres and Cardinal Fesch, equally notorious 
for their excesses, were taken no notice of, except that 
they were laughed at in our Court circles. 

I am, almost every day, more and more convinced 
that our Government is totally indifferent about what becomes 
of our religious establishment when the present race of 
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pncsts \s cxUngu\sh<id , which in the course of niiure 
must h-ippen m less than thirtj sears Our militar) system 
and our military education discourage all >oung men from 
entering into orders, while, at the same time, the army is 
both more honourable and more profitable than the Church 
Already we want curates, though several haae bet.ii ifnpottc.d 
from CJermany and Spam, and, 'in some departments four, 
and c\en ai\, parishes Imc only one curate to serve them 
all The bishops e\hort and the parents advase their 
children to study theology but then the law of consenp 
tion obliges the student of theology, as well as the student 
of pbilnsophy to march together and when once m the 
ranks, and accustomed to the licentiousness of a military 
life, they arc either unwilling unfit, or unworthy to return 
to anything else I he Pope, with all his entreaties, and 
with all his prayers, was unable to procure an exception • 
from the conscription of young men preparing IhemscUts 
for priesthood Bonapartt always answered “Holy lather 
were I to consent to your demand, I should soon have an 
army of priests instead of an anm of soldiers Our 
Lmperor is not unacquainted with the real chancltr and 
spirit of his Vohmietrs l\hen the Pope represented the 
danger of rchgipn expiring m 1 ranee, for want of prie'’ts to 
officiate at the altars he was answered that Bonaparte at 
the beginning of his consulate found neither altars nor 
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priests in France ; that if his reign survived the latter, the 
former would always be standing, and survive his. reign. 
He trusted that the chief of the Church would prevent 
them from being deserted. He assured him that when 
once he had restored the iiberties of the seas, and an unin- 
ter7iiptcd tranquillity on the Continent, he should attend 
more, and perhaps entirely, to the affairs of the Church. 
He consented, however, that the Pope might institute, in 
the Ecclesiastical States, a seminary for two hundred young 
Frenchmen, whom he would exempt from military conscrip- 
tion. This is the stock from which our Church establish- 
ment is to be supplied ! 
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LLTTEK L\I\ 

PvKi*; Octdtr^ i'^05 

Lokd, — T he short journe> of Count dc H'\ug\MU 
fo ^ lenm, md the long stij of our Imperial Grand 
’Marshal, Duroc, at Berlin, had alreadj caused here many 
speculations, not quite corresponding ^\lth the news and, 
perhaps interests of our Court, when our -violation of the 
Prussian territor) made our courtiers e.\claim, ‘This act 
proves that the Emperor of the French is in a situation to 
bid defiance to all the world, and, therefore, no longer courts 
the neutralitj of a Prince whose power is mcrelj artificial 
who has indemnities to restore but no delicacj, no regard 
to tlamis Such was the language of those very men 
who a month before, declared that His Prussian AlajC't) 
held the balance of peace or war m his hands , that ht, 
was 111 a position in which no Prussian Monarch ever was 
before that while his ncotraht) presened the tranqmllit) 
of the North of Germany, the South of Europe would '!0on 
be indebted to his powerful mediation for the return of 
jleace 

The real cause of Ihia alteration in our courtier* 
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political jargon has not yet been known ; but I think it 
may easily be discovered without any official publication. 
Bonaparte had the adroitness to cajole the Cabinet of 
Berlin into his interest, in the first month of his consulate, 
notwithstanding his own critical situation, as well as the 
critical situation of France ; and he has ever since taken 
care both to attach it to his triumphal car and to incul- 
pate it indirectly in his outrages and violations. Convinced, 
as he thought, of the selfishness which guided all its 
resolutions, all his attacks and invasions against the law of 
nations, or independence of states, were either preceded or 
followed with some offers of aggrandizement, of indemnity, 
of subsidy, or of alliance. His political intriguers were 
generally ' more successful in Prussia than his military 
heroes in crossing the Rhine or the Elbe, in laying the 
Hanse Towns under contribution, or in occupying Hanover ; 
or, rather, all these acts of violence and injustice were 
merely the effects of his ascendancy in Prussia. When it 
is, besides, remembered Avhat provinces Prussia accepted 
from Kis • bounty, what exchange of presents, of ribands, of 
private letters passed between Napoleon the First and 
Frederick William III., between the Empress of the French 
and the Queen of Prussia, . it is not surprising ^if the 
Cabinet of St. Cloud thought itself sure of the submission 
of ,the Cabinet of Berlin, and did not esteem it enough 
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to fear it, or to think that it would Inve bpint enough to 
resent, or e\en honour to feel, the numerous provocations 
offered 

^\hatcver lionaparte and Talleyrand write or assert to 
the contrarj, their gifts are only the wages of their contempt 
and they despise tnore that state they thus reward than 
those nations at whose expense they are liberal, and with 
whose spoil the) delude selfishness or meanness into their 
snares The more legitimate Sovereigns descend from their 
true dignit), and a liberal poliq, the nearer they approach 
the baseness of usurpation and the MachiaveUism of re- 
bellion l*iie other upstarts, they never suffer an equal 
If )Ou do not keep jourself above them, they will crush 
jou beneath them If they have no reason to fear )ou, 
they will t reate some quarrel to destroy you 

It is said here that Durocs journe) to Berlin was 
mcul^ to demand a jnssage for the French troops through 
the Prussian terntor) in rnneonn, and to prevent the 
Russian troops from passing through the Prussian terntor) 
in Poland This request is such as might have been ex 
peeled from our Emperor and lus minister lUitthcr, 
however the tone m which this curious negotiation with 
a neutral power was begun, or that, at last, the generosii) 
of the Russian Monarch awakened a sense of dutj in the 
Cabinet of Berlin, the arrival of our pacific envo) was 



THE COURT OE ST. CLOUD 


223 


immediately followed with warlike preparations. Fortunate, 
indeed, was it for Prussia to have resorted to her military 
strength instead of trusting any longer to our friendly 
assurances. The disasters that have since befallen the 
Austrian armies in Suabia, partly occasioned by our forced 
marches through neutral Prussia, would otherwise soon have 
been felt in Westphalia, in Brandenburg and in Pomerania. 
But should His Prussian Majesty not order his troops to 
act in conjunction, with Russia, Austria, England and Sweden, 
and that very soon, all efforts against Bonaparte will be 
vain, as those troops which have .dispersed the Austrians 
and repulsed the Russians will be more than equal to 
master the Prussians, and one campaign may be sufficient 
to convince the Prussian ministers of their folly and errors 
for • years, and to punish them for their ignorance or 
selfishness. 

Some preparations made in silence by the Marquis de 
Lucchesini, his affected absence from some of our late 
Court circles, and the number of spies who now are 
watching his hotel and his steps, seem to indicate that 
Prussia is tired of its impolitic neutrality, and inclined to 
join the confederacy against France. At the- last assembly 
at our -Prince Cambaceres’, a rumour circulated that pre- 
liminary articles for an offensive alliance with your country 
had already been signed by ‘the Prussian minister, Baron 
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IhrclLiibcrc on one s»dt, ind b) jour nnnistcr to the 
Court of Ucrhn on the other according to winch jou 
were to tnkc si\tj thousiml l^nissnns md twdse thou'S'utd 
ll<.%\'\n'> into jour pij, for fne jenrs ccrtiin A coun;.r 
from Duroc wts sntd to Imc brought tins news which at 
first nndc some impression, but it wore iwaj bj degrees, 
■\nd our (iO\ernment, to judge from the expressions of 
perxons in its confidence seems more to court thin to 
fear t rupture wuh Prussn Indeed, besides ill other 
reasons to carrj on t wir m the North of 1 urope, Pona 
p-irlei numerous new ind joung generals are impatient to 
enrich thcmscUes, as Italj, Switrerhnd, Holland and the 
South of (icrmau) arc almost exhausted 
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LETTER LXX 


Paris, October 1805. 

My Lord, — The jirovocalions of our Government must 
have been extraordinar)- indeed, wlien they were able to 
awaken the Cabinet of Berlin from its long and incompre- 
hensible infatuation of trusting to the friendly intentions of 
honest Talleyrand, and to the disinterested policy of our 
generous Bonaparte. To judge its intents from its acts, the 
favour of the Cabinet of St. Cloud was not only its wish 
but its want. You must remember that, last year, besides 
his ordinary ambassador, Lucchesini, His . Prussian Majesty 
was so ill advised as to despatch General KnobelsdorlT 
as his extra representative, to assist at Napoleon’s corona- 
tion, a degradation of lawful sovereignty to which even 
the Court of Naples, though surrounded with our troops, 
refused to subscribe ; and, so late as last June, the same 
Knobelsdorff did, in the name of his Prince, the honours 
at the reviews near Magdeburg, to all the generals of our 
army in Hanover who chose to attend there. On this 
occasion the King lodged in a farm-house, the Queen in 
the house of the curate of Koestelith, while our sa?is-culofte 
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officers, Bernadotte Co, were quartered and treated m 
stjie at the castle of PuUbulI, fitted up for their accom 
modation This ^\as certainly ver> hospitable, and \cry 
axil, but It \\as neither prudent nor politic. Upstarts, 
e\penencing such a reception from princes, are cominced 
that they are dreaded, because they kno\\ that thej have 
not merit to be esteemed 

Do not confound this Knobelsdotff with the late field 
marshal of that name, who, m 1796, answered to a request 
which our then ambassador at Berlin (Abbif Si^jes) had 
made to be introduced to him, non ft s\^s phrase, the 
very words this regicide used when he sat in judgment on 
his King, and voted uv mokt lt s\ns phra<ie. This 
KnobelsdorfT is a ver) different character He pretends 
to be equally conspicuous in the cabinet as m the field, 
in the boudoir as in the stud) A demi philosopher, a 
demi savant, a demi gallant and a dcmi politician, constitute, 
all taken together, nothing except an insignificant courtier 
I do not know whether he was among those Prussian 
officers who, in 1798, crifIi when it was inserted m the 
public prints that the Grand Bonaparte had been killcrl 
m an insurrection at Cairo, but of this I am certain, that 
were Knobelsdotff to survive Napoleon the First, none of 
His Imperial Majest)’s own dutiful subjects would mouni 
him more sincerely than this subject of (he King of Pfussta 
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He is said to possess a great share of the confidence of his 
King, who has already employed him in several diplomatic 
missions. The principal and most requisite' qualities in a 
negotiator are political information, inviolable fidelity, pene- 
trating but unbiased judgment, a dignified firmness and 
condescending manners. I have not been often enough in 
the society of General Knobelsdorlf to assert whether nature 
and . education have destined him to illumine or to cloud 
the Prussian monarchy. 

I have already mentioned in a former letter that it was 
Count de Haugwitz who, in 1792, as Prussian ambassador 
at Vienna, arranged the treaty which then united the 
Austrian and Prussian Eagles against the Jacobin Cap of 
Liberty. It is now said in our diplomatic circle that his 
second mission to the same capital has for an object the 
renewal of these ties, which the Treaty of Basle dissolved ; 
and that our Government, to impede his -success, or to 
occasion his recall, before he could have time to conclude, 
had proposed to Prussia an annual subsidy of thirty millions 
of livres — ^1,250,000 — zvhich it mtezided to exact from 
Portugal for its neutrality. The present respectable appear- 
ance of Prussia shows, however, that whether the mission of 
Haugwitz had the desired issue or not. His Prussian Majesty 
confides in his army in preference to our parchments. 

Some of our politicians pretend that the present 

15—2 
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minister of the foreign department m Prussia, Baron de 
Hardenberg, is not such a friend of the system of neutralit) 
as his predecessor All the transactions of his admmistra 
tion seem, nevertheless, to procbim that, if he wished his 
country to take an active part in the present conflict, it 
would not have been against France, had she not begun 
the attack wnth the invasion of Anspach and BayTeuth Lot 
It be recollected that, since his ministry, Prussia ha'> 
acknowledged Bonaparte an Emperor of the French, has 
exchanged orders with him, and has sent an extraordinary 
ambassador to be present at his coronation — not common 
compliments, even between Princes connected b> the 
nearest ties of friendship and consangumuj Under his 
administration, the Rhine has been pissed to seize the 
Duke of Enghien, and the Elbe to capture Sir George 
Rumbold , the Hanse Towns have been pillaged, and 
even Emden blockaded , and the representations against 
all these outrages have neither been followed b) public 
reparation nor a becoming resentment , and was it not also 
Baron de Hardenberg, who, on the 5th of April, 17951 
concluded at Basle that treaty to which we owe all our 
conquests, and Germany and Italy all their disasters ? It 
IS not probable that the parent of pacification will destroy 
Us own progeny, if selfpresenatton docs not require U 
Baron de Hardenberg is both a learned nobleman and 
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an enlightened statesman, and does equal honour both to 
his own rank and to the choice of his Prince. The late 
Frederick 'William II. nominated him a minister of state 
and a counsellor of his Cabinet. On the 26th of January, 
1792, as a directorial minister, he took possession, in the 
name of the King of Prussia, of the Margravates of Anspach 
and Bayreuth, and the inhabitants swore before him, as their 
governor, their oaths of allegiance to their new Sovereign. 
He continued to reside, as a kind of viceroy, in these states 
until March, 1795, when he replaced Baron de Goltz as 
negotiator with our republican plenipotentiary in Switzer- 
land ; but, after settling all differences between Prussia and 
France, he returned to his former post at Anspach, where 
no complaints have been heard against his government. 

The ambition of Baron de Hardenberg has always been 
to obtain the place he now occupies, and the study of his 
life has been to gain such information as would enable him 
to fill it with distinction. I have heard it said that in most 
countries he had for years kept and paid private agents, 
who regularly corresponded with him and sent him reports 
of what they heard or saw of political intrigue or machina- 
tions. One of these his. agents I happened to meet with, 
in 1796, at Basle, and were I to conclude from what I 
observed in him, the minister has not been very judicious 
in his selection of private correspondents. Figure to your- 
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self a bald headed personage, r^bout fort) )ears of age, 
near seven feet high, deaf as a post, stammering and 
mating convulsive efforts to express a sentence of die 
words, which, after all, his gibberish made unintelligible 
His dress was as eccentric as his person was singular, and 
his manners corresponded with both He called himself 
Baron de Bulow, and I saw him afterwards m the autumn 
of 1797, at Pans, with the same accoutrements and tht 
same jargon, assuming an air of diplomatic mjster), even 
while displaying before me, m a coffee-house, his letters ind 
instructions from his principal As might be expected, he 
bad the adroitness to get himself shut up m the lertiph 
where, I have been told, the generositj of jour Sir Srdnej 
Smith prevented him from starving 

No member of the foreign diplomatic corps here 
possesses either more knowledge or a longer experience, 
than the Prussian ambassador. Marquis de I ucchesmi 
He went, with several other philosophers of Italj, to admire 
the late hero of modem philosoph) at Berlin, I redenck 
the Great, who received him well, caressed him often, but 
never trusted or employed him I suppose it was not at the 
mention of the Marquis’ name for the place of a governor 
of some province that this Monarch said, “M} subjects of 
that province have always been dutiful, a philosopher slnl! 
never rule m my name but over people with whom I 
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am discontented, or whom I intend to chastise.” This 
Prince was not unacquainted with the morality of his 
sectaries. 

During the latter part of the life of this King, the 
Marquis de Lucchesini was frequently of his literary and 
convivial parties ; but he was neither his friend nor his 
favourite, but his listener. It was first under Frederick 
^^filliam II. that he began his diplomatic career, with an 
appointment as minister from Prussia to the late King of 
Poland. His first act in this post was a treaty signed on 
the 29th of March, 1790, with the King and Republic 
of Poland, which changed an elective monarchy into an 
hereditary one; but nobvithstanding the Cabinet of Berlin 
had guaranteed this alteration, and the constitution decreed 
in consequence in 1791, three )'ears afterwards Russian 
and Prussian ba)mnets annihilated both, and selfishness 
banished faith. 

In July, 1790, he assisted as a Prussian plenipotentiary 
at the conferences at Reichenbach, together with the English 
and Dutch ambassadors, having for object a pacification 
between Austria and Turkey. In December of the same 
year he went with the same ministers to the Congress at 
Sistova, where, in May, 1791, he signed the Treaty of Peace 
between the Grand Seignior and the Emperor of Germany. 
In June, 1792, he was a second time sent as a minister 
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to AVarsa\v where he remained until Januarj, 1793, when 
he was promoted to the post of ambassador at the Court 
of Vienna He continued, however, to reside wath Hts 
Prussian Jfajestj during the greatest part of the campaign 
on the Rhine, and signed, on the 34th of June, 1793, in 
the camp before Afentz, an oflensne and defensive alliance 
with jour Court, an alliance which Prussian policj respected 
not above eighteen months In October, 1796, he requested 
his recall, but this hts Sovereign refused, inch the most 
gracious expressions , and he could not obtain it until 
March, 1797 Some disapprobation of the new political 
plan introduced hy Count de Haugwitz m the Cabinet at 
Berlin is supposed to haae occasioned his determination to 
retire from public emplojment As he, howe'er, continued 
to reside in the capital of Prussia, and, as man) believed, 
secretly intngued to appear again upon the scene, the 
nomination, m iSoo, to his present important post was as 
much the consequence of his own desire as of the favour 
of his King 

The Marquis de Lucchesim lues here m great st)Ie 
at the beautiful Hotel de I’lnfantado, where his ladj-’s routs 
assemblies and circles arc the resort of our nio-;t fishioniWe 
gentr) Madame de Lucchesim is more agreeable thin 
handsome, more fit to shine at Berlin than at Pans, for ^ 
though her manners are cle^nt, the> want that case, lint 
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finish which a German or Italian education cannot teach, 
nor a German or Italian society confer. To judge from 
the number of her admirers, she seems to know that she 
is married to a philosopher. Her husband was born at 
Lucca, in Italy, and is, therefore, at present a subject of 
Bonaparte’s brother-in-law, Prince Baciocchi, to whom, 
when His Serene Highness was a marker at a billiard-table, 
I have had the honour of giving many a shilling, as well 
as many a box on the ear. 
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It A\as judged that he ^\as m Us secrets, it was, therefore, 
resolved thTt, if he refused to become a traitor, he should 
perish a victim Desmarets, Fouche’s private secretar), who 
IS also the secretarj of the secret and haute police, there- 
fore ordered him to another private interrogatory Here 
he vvas offered a considerable sum of money, and the rank 
of an admiral in our service, if he would divulge what he 
knew of the plans of his Government, of its connections 
with the discontented m this country, and of its means of 
keeping up a correspondence with them He replied, as 
might have been expected, with indignation to such olTcrs 
and to such proposals, but as they were frequently repeated 
with new allurements, he concluded with remaining silent 
and giving no answers at all He was then told that the 
torture would soon restore him his voice, and some select 
gendarmes seized him and laid him on the rack, there he 
uttered no complaint, not even a sigh, though instruments 
the most diabolical were employed, and pains the most 
acute must have been endured When threatened that he 
should expire in torments, he said, “I do not fear to die, 
because my country will avenge my murder, while my God 
receives my soul " During the two hours of the first day 
that he was stretched on the rack, his left arm and right 
leg were broken, and his nails tom from ihe toes of Iioth 
his feet , he then passed into the hands of a surgeon, and 
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was under his care for five Aveeks, but before he Avas per- 
fectly cured, he AA'as carried to another private interrogatory, 
at AAdiich, besides Desnrarets, Fouche and Real AA'ere present. 

The minister of police iioav informed him that, from 
the mutilated state of his body, and from the sufferings he 
had gone through, he must be convinced that it Avas not 
the intention of the French Government ever to restore 
him to his native countr)', AA’here he might relate occur- 
rences AA’hiclr the policy of France required to be buried in 
obliAuon ; he, therefore, had no choice betAveen serving the 
Emperor of the French, or perishing Avithin the Avails of 
the prison Avhere he AA’as confined. He replied that he 
Avas resigned to, his destiny, and Avould die as he had 
lived, faithful to his King and to his country. 

The man in the full possession of his mental qualities 
and corporeal strength is, in most cases, very different 
from that unfortunate being Avhose mind is enervated by 
sufferings and Avhose bod)' is AVeakened by Avants. For five 
months Captain Wright had seen only gaolers, spies, tyrants, 
executioners, fetters, racks and other tortures ; and for five 
AA'eeks his food had been bread and his drink AA'ater. The 
man Avho, thus situated and thus perplexed, preserves his 
native dignity ^ind innate sentiments, is more Avorthy of 
monuments, statues or altars than either the legislator, the 
victor or the saint. 
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This mterrogatoiy «as the hst undergone by Captain 
U'nght He \\as then again stretched on the nch, and 
A\hat IS called by our regenerator the ^NIIR^Al torments, 
uere inflicted on him After being pinched with red hot 
irons all o\er his body, btandj, mwed ^vlth gunpoiider, ivas 
infused m the numerous rounds and set fire to several 
times until nearlj burned to the bones In the commlsions, 
the consequence of these terrible sufferings, he is said to ha\e 
bitten off a part of his tongue though, as before, no groans 
were heard As life still remained he nas again put under 
the care of his former surgeon, but, as he iias excecdingl) 
exhausted, a sp), in the dress of a Protestant clerg>Tnan, 
presented himself as if to read pn>ers njth him Of this 
offer he accepted, but \ihen this man began to ask some 
insidious questions, he cast on him a look of contempt and 
ne\er spoke to him more At last, seeing no means to 
obtain an> information from him, a mameluke hst iieck 
strangled him in his bed Thus expired a hero iihose fate 
has excited more compassion, and iihose character has 
receiied more admiration here, than any of our ^/vw/ men 
who have fallen fighting for our Emperor Captain Wnghl 
has diffused new rajs of renown and glory on the Ilntish 
name, from his tomb as well as from his dungeon 

\ou haie certainly a right to call me to an account 
for all the particulars I ha%c related of this scandalous and 
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abominable transaction, and, though I cannot absolutely 
guarantee the truth of the narration, I am perfectly satisfied 
of it myself, and I hope to explain myself to your satisfac- 
tion. Your unfortunate countryman was attended by and 
under the- care of a surgeon of the name of Vaugeard, who 
gained his confidence, and was worthy of it, though em- 
ployed in that infamous gaol. Either from disgust of life, 
or from attachment to Captain Wright, he survived him 
only twelve hours, during which he wrote the shocking 
details I have given you, and sent them to three of the 
members of the foreign diplomatic corps, with a prayer to 
have them forwarded to Sir Sidney Smith or to Air. Wind- 
ham, that those his friends might be informed that, to his 
last moment. Captain Wright was worthy of their protection 
and kindness. From one of those ministers I have obtained 
the original in A^augeard’s own handwriting. 

I know that Bonaparte and Talleyrand promised the 
release of Captain Wright to the Spanish ambassador; but, 
at that time, he had already suffered once on the rack, 
and this liberality on their part was merely a trick to im- 
pose upon the credulity of the Spaniard or to get rid of 
his importunities. Had it been otherwise. Captain Wright, 
like Sir George Rumbold, would himself have been the first 
to announce in your country the recovery of his liberty. 
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letter lwii 

1’\K1S Odol>tr^ iSq^ 

M\ Lord, — Should Bonaparte agam return here \nc 
tonouSj and a pacificator, great changes in our internal 
goiernment and constitution are expected and wall certamlj 
occur Since the legtslatue corps has completed the Napo- 
leon code of aval and cnnnnal justice, it is considered b> 
the Emperor not onh as useless, but troublesome and 
superfluous. For the same reasons the tnbunale wall aUo 
be hid asidt^ and His Majest) wall rule the I rcnch 
empire, wath the assistance of his senate and with tliu 
ad\ace of his council of state, e\clusi\el) \ou know that 
the senators, as well as the counallors of state are norm 
nated b> the Emperor that he changes the latter according 
to his whim, and that though the former according to the 
present constitution, are to hold their offices for life the 
alterations which remove entirelv the legislature and the 
tribunate maj aUo make senators movable But as all 
members of the senate arc favountes or relative^ he will 
probabl) not think it necessar) to resort to such a mtasuri. 
of pol:n 
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In a former letter I have already mentioned the hete- 
rogeneous composition of the senate. The tribunate and 
legislative corps are worthy • to figure by its side ; their 
members are also ci-dcvant mechanics of all descriptions, 
debased attorneys or apostate priests, national spoilers or 
rebellious regicides, degraded nobles or dishonoured officers. 
The nearly unanimous vote of these corps for a consulate 
for life, and for an hereditary Emperor, cannot, therefore, 
either be expressive of the national will, or constitute the 
legality of Bonaparte’s sovereignty. 

In the legislature no vote opposed, and no voice de- 
claimed against, Bonaparte’s imperial dignity ; but in the 
tribunate, Carnot — the infamously notorious Carnot — pro 
forvta, and with the permission of the Emperor in petto, 
spoke against the return of a monarchical form of govern- 
ment. This farce of deception and roguery did not 
impose even on our good Parisians, ' otherwise, and so fre- 
quently, the dupes of all our political and revolutionary 
mountebanks. Had Carnot expressed a sentiment or used 
a word not previously approved by Bonaparte, instead of 
reposing himself in the tribunate, he would have been 
wandering in Cayenne. 

Son of an obscure attorney at Nolay, in Burgund)^, he 

was brought up, like Bonaparte in one of those military 

schools established by the munificence of the French ■ 

16 • 


voL. 11 
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monarchs , and had obtained, from the late King, the 
commission of a captain of engineers ^^hen the Revolution 
broke out He was particularly indebted to the Prince of 
Conde for his support during the earlier part of his life, 
and yet he joined the enemies of his House, and voted 
for the death of Louis XVI A member, vvith Robespierre 
and Barrere, of the Committee of Public Safety, he partook 
of their power, as well as of their crimes, though he has 
been audacious enough to deny that he had anything to 
do with other transactions than those of the armies U’ere 
no other proofs to the contrary collected, a letter of hfs 
own hnnd to the ferocious Lebon, at Arras, is a written 
evidence which he is unable to refute. It is dtted 
November 16th, 1793 “You must take,” says he, “in 

your energy, all measures of terror commanded or required 
by present circumstances Continue your revolutionary 
attitude , never mind " the amnesty pronounced w ilh the 
acceptance of the absurd constitution of 1791 , it is a crime 
which cannot extenuate other crimes Anti republicans cm 
only expiate their folly under the axe of the guillotine 
The public treasury will always pay the journeys and 
expenses of informers, because they have deserved well of 
their country Let all suspected traitors expire by the 
sword or by fire , continue to march upon that revolu 
tionary line so well delineated by you The committee 
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applauds all your undertakings, all your measures of vigour; 
they are not only all permitted, but commanded by your 
mission.’' — Most of the decrees concerning the establish- 
ment of revolutionary tribunals, and particularly that for 
the organization of the atrocious military commission at 
Orange, were signed by him. 

Carnot, as an officer of engineers, certainly is not with- 
out talents ; but his presumption in declaring himself the 
sole author of those plans of campaign, which, during the 
years 1794, 1795 and 1796, were so triumphantly executed 
by Pichegru, Moreau and Bonaparte, is impertinent, as 
well as unfounded. At the risk of his own life, Pichegru 
entirely altered the plan sent him by the Committee of 
Public Safety ; and it was Moreau’s masterly retreat, ^vhich 
no plan of campaign could prescribe, that made this general 
so famous. The surprising successes of Bonaparte in Italy 
were both unexpected and unforeseen by the Directory ; 
and, according to Berthier’s assertion, obliged the com- 
mander-in-chief, during the first four months, to change 
five times his plans of proceedings and undertakings. 

During his temporary sovereignty as a director, Carnot 

honestly has made a fortune of twelve millions of livres — 

;^5oo,ooo; which has enabled him not only to live in 

style with his wife, but also to keep in style two sisters, 

of the name of Aublin, as his mistresses. He was the 

16 — 2 
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fnend of the ftlher of these giri'', and pronn<cd h\m when 
condemned to the guillotine in 1793 to bt their second 
fither but he debauched and mined them both befon. 
either ins fourteen Nears of 150, and \oung \ubhn, who. 
in 1796, reproached him with the infami of his conduct 
was deliNered up bj him to a militarj commi Mon which 
condemned him to be shot as an emigrant He has two 
children b) each of these unfortunate girR 

bonaparte emploas Carnot, but duspiscs and misiruits 
hmt, being well aware that, should another Jsational Con 
Ncntjon be conioVed and the Emperor of the Irciich be 
arraigned, as the. King of trance was he would wath as 
great ple-asure, tote fpr the e.\eculion of Mapoleon the lirst 
as he did for that of I.«oui$ \\ I Ht has w idcd too far 
m blood and crime to retrograde. 

To thib sample of a modern Inbuni. I will add a 
speameii of a modem legislator Baptiste Ca\ iignac was, 
btfoa the Rea olunon an c\ase ofhccr, turned out of h s 
phee for mfidehta but the department of I-ot clectti g 
him, m iTO', a represcmatue of the people to the National 
Coniention he there \oted for the death of I.^ouk \M 
and remained a faithful associate of Marat and Kobc^pictrc- 
\ftcr the eincuation of \erdun b\ the I’ru sans m OcIoIkt 
I7p^ he made a report to the Comennotv according to 
which tighii four citucns of iKai town were ara^ted and 
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executed. Among these were twenty-two young girls, under 
twenty years of age, whose crime was the having presented 
nosegays to the late King of Prussia on his entry after the 
surrender of Verdun. He was afterwards a national com- 
missary with the armies on the coast near Brest, on the 
Rhine and in the Western Pyrenees, and everywhere, he 
signalized himself by unheard-of ferocities and sanguinar}^ 
deeds. The following- anecdote, printed and published by 
our revolutionary annalist, Prudhomme, will give you some 
idea of the morality of this our regenerator and Imperial 
Solon : — “ Cavaignac and another deputy, Pinet,” writes 
Prudhomme, “ had ordered a box to be kept for them at 
the play-house at Bayonne on the evening they expected 
to arrive in that town. Entering very late, they found two 
soldiers, who had seen the box empty, placed in its front. 
These they ordered immediately to be arrested, and con- 
demned them for having outfaged the national representation, 
to be guillotined on the next day, when they both - were 
accordingly executed ! ” Labarrere, a provost of the Mare- 
chauss^e at Dax, was in prison as a suspected person. His 
daughter, a very handsome girl of seventeen, li^'ed with an 
aunt at St. Severe. The two pro-consuls passing through 
that place, she threw herself at their feet, imploring mercy 
for her parent. This they not only promised, but offered 
her a place in their carriage to Dax, that she might see 
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him restored to libertj On the road the monsters insisted 
on a ransom for the blood of her father Waiting, afflicted 
and ashamed, at a fnend’s house at Dax, the accomplish 
ment of a promise so dearly purchased, she heard the 
beating of the alarm drum, and loolved, from cunosit}, 
through the iMndow, when she saw her unfortunate parent 
ascending the scaffold • After having remained lifeless for 
half an hour, she recovered her senses an instant, when she 
exclaimed, “Oh, the barbarians* they violated me while 
flattering me with the hope of saving my father'" and then 
expired In October, 1795, Cavatgnac assisted Barras and 
Bonaparte in the destruction of some thousands of men, 
women and children m the streets of this capital, and was, 
therefore, in 1796, made by the Director) an inspector gerferal 
of the customs , and, in 1803, nominated b) Bonaparte a 
legisLator His colleague, Citizen Pmet, is now one of our 
Emperor’s counsellors of slate, and both are commanders 
of His Slajest) ’s L^ion of Honour , rich, res/ecfed and 
fregiienled b> our most fashionable ladirs and 
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Paris, October, 1805. 

Mv Lord, — I suppose your Government too vigilant 
and too patriotic not to be informed of the great and 
uninterrupted activity which reigns in our arsenals, dock- 
yards and sea-ports. I have seen a plan according to 
which Bonaparte is enabled, and intends, to build twenty 
ships of the line and ten frigates, besides cutters, i?i the 
yea?-, for ten years to come. I read the calculation of the 
expenses, the names of the forests where the timber is to 
be cut, of the foreign countries where a part of the 
necessary materials are already engaged, and of our own 
departments which are to furnish the remainder. The 
whole has been drawn up in a precise and clear manner 
by Bonaparte’s maritime prefect at Antwerp, M. Malouet, 
well known in your country, where he long remained as 
an emigrant, and, I believe, was even employed by your 
ministers. 

You may, perhaps, smile at this vast naval scheme of 
Bonaparte ; but if you consider that he is the. master of 
all the forests, mines, and productions of France, Italy, 
and of a great part of Germany, with all the navigable 
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rucrs ind seaports of these countries and Holland, and 
rtmember also the chnneter of the man, jou will, perhaps, 
think It /tss impracticable The greatest obstacle he has 
to encounter, and to rtmoae, is want of experienced naval 
ofTitcrs, though L\eu in this he has advanced greatl) since 
the present war, during which he has added to his na\a! 
forces twent) nine ships of the line, thirty four frigates 
twenls one cutters, three thousand prams gunboat^ 
pinnaces, ^..c, with four thousand naval officers and thirty 
seven thousand sailor^ according to the same account 
signed b) Malouet It is true that most of our new 
naval heroes have never ventured far from our coast and 
all their naval laurels have been gathered under our land 
batteries , but the impulse is given to the national spirit, 
and our conscripts in the maritime departments prefer, to 
a man, the navy to the arm), which was not formerly the 
case 

It cannot have escaped >our observation that the 
incorporation of Genoa procured us m the South of our 
empire, a naval station and arsenal, as a counterpoise to 
Antwerp our new naval station in the North where twelve 
ships of the line have been built, or are building, since 
1803, and where timber and other materials are collected 
for eight more At Genoa two ships of the line and four 
frigates have lately been launched and four ships and two 
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frigates are on the stocks; and the Genoese Republic has 
added sixteen thousand seafaring men to our navy. Should 
Bonaparte terminate successfully the present war, Naples 
and Venice will increase the number of our sea-ports and 
resources on the borders of the Mediterranean and Adriatic 
Seas. All his courtiers say that he will conquer Italy in 
Germany, and determine at Vienna the fate of London. 

Of all our admirals, however, we have not one to 
compare with your Nelson, your Hood, your St. Vincent 
and your Cornwallis.' By the appointment of Murat as 
grand admiral, Bonaparte seems to indicate that he is 
inclined to imitate the example of Louis XVI., in the 
beginning of his reign, and entrust the chief command of 
his fleets and squadrons to military men of approved 
capacity and courage, officers of his land troops. Last 
June, when he expected a probable junction of the fleet 
under Villeneuve with the squadron under Admiral Winter, 
and the union of both with Ganteaume at Brest, Murat 
was to have had the chief command of the united French, 
Spanish and Batavian fleets, and to support the landing of 
our troops in your countr}' ; but the arrival of Lord Nelson 
in the West Indies, and the victory of Admiral Calder, 
deranged all our plans and postponed all our designs, 
which the Continental war has interrupted,; to be com- 
menced, God knows when. 
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I he best amongst our bad admirals is certaml) 
Iruguet, but he uas disgraced last >ear, and exiled 
iwcnt) leagues from the coast, for having declared too 
publiclj “that our flotillas would never be serviceable before 
our fleets were superior to jours, 'ojhen they would become 
useless' An intriguer bj long habit and b> character, 
having neither propertj nor principles, he joined the Revolu 
tion, and was the second in command under Latouche, in 
the first republican fleet that left our harbours He directed 
the expedition against Sardinia, in Januarj, 1793 during 
which he acquired neither honour nor glory, being repulsed 
with great loss by the inhabitants After being impnsoned 
under Robespierre, the Director) made him a minister of 
the marine, an ambassador to Spam and a vice admiral of 
France In this capacity be commanded at Brest dunng 
the first eighteen months of the present war He has an 
irreconcilable foe in Talleyrand with whom he quarrelled 
when on his embassy in Spam, about some extortions at 
Madrid, which he declined to share with his principal at 
Pans Such was our ministers inveteracy against him in 
179S, that a directorial decree placed him on the list of 
emigrants, because he remained m Spam after having been 
recalled to France In 1799 during Talleyrands disgrace 
Truguet returned here, and, after m vain challenging his 
enemy to fight, caned him in the Luxembourg gardens, 
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a chastisement which our premier bore with true Christian 
patience. Truguet is not even a member of the Legion of 
Honour. 

Villeneuve is supposed not much inferior in talents, 
experience and modesty to Truguet. He was, before the 
Revolution, a lieutenant of the royal navy ; but his principles 
did not prevent him from deserting to the colours of the 
enemies of royalty, who promoted him first to a captain 
and afterwards to an admiral. His first command as such 
was over a division of the Toulon fleet, which, in the winter 
of 1797, entered Brest. In the battle at Aboukir he was 
the second in command ; and, after the death of Admiral 
Brueys, he rallied the ships which had escaped, and sailed 
for Malta, where, two years afterwards, he signed, with 
General Vaubois, the capitulation of that island. When 
hostilities again broke out, he commanded in the West 
Indies, and, leaving his station, escaped your cruisers, and 
was appointed first to the chief command of the Rochefort, 
and afterwards of the Toulon fleet, on the death of Admiral 
Latouche. Notwithstanding the gasconade of his report of 
his negative victory over Admiral Calder, Villeneuve is not 
a Gascon by birth, but only by sentiment. 

Ganteaume does not possess either the intriguing 
character of Truguet or the valorous one of -Villeneuve. 
Before the Revolution he was a mate of a merchantman. 
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but KbcT BIOS! of thi. oftictre of lire former torai ln^■) 
hi,l erw^^n Cd or ireneha!, he K^s in r;,^ najit i raptim 
of lire ripjblican nm. md 1796 m idmiral nunng 
lire bollie of \lioul.ir he ms the chief of the stoff under 
\clnuri{ iJrue\s and hiwseff faj s^vlmrnlng when 

/"Oncrt toah (in. and blew up Romparte wrote to him 
on thi*; occasion I he picture you ha\e sent me of the 
di'^^ti.r of and of \‘our own dreadful situation is 

homble but bt asMirctl that, haMm; such a miraculous 
escape, m^TiN\ mt<.nUb \ou to arengw one daj our nat-j 
and our fnendb. This note wais written m \ugust, 1798, 
shorllN after Ronapartc hid professed htinself a Mussulman 
Mhcn, m the summer of 1799, our gcnmlm'Chief had 
dctcmnncd to leave lus annj of Cg>pt to us lieslw^ 
t»antcaumc etjuippcd and commanded the quadron of 
fnttale> which brought him lo Europe, and was, after his 
consulate, apiwinted a coun ellor of state and commander 
at bro^t In jSoo be escaped with a dmsion of the Brest 
Reet to Toulon and, m the summer of I'Jot, when he was 
ordered to cam succours to LtOPh 'cmr “^bip, Sttflsun 
fell in I'lth Inin and was captured Vs he did not, how 
cvxr, succeed m landing m Et^-pt the troops on board his 
ship's a itmponrv di i^ce was incurred and he was dc- 
pnva?d of the command but made a maritime prefect 
Last }nr favour was restored him with the command 
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of our naval forces at Brest. All ofiicers wlio have served 
under Ganteaume agree that, let his fleet be ever so 
superior, he will never fight if he can avoid it, and that, 
in orderly times, his capadfy would, at the uUnost, make 
him regarded as a good master of a merchantman, and 
nothing else. 

Of the present commander of our flotilla at Boulogne, 
Lacrosse, 1 will , also say some few words. A lieutenant 
before the Ivcvolulion, he became, in 17S9, one of the most 
ardent and violent Jacobins, and in 179a was employed by 
the friend of ihc Blocks, and our minister, Monge, as an 
emissary in the B’est Indies, to preach there to the negroes 
the rights of man and insurrection against the whites, their 
masters. In 1800, Bonajjartc advanced him to a captain- 
general at Guadeloupe, an island which his plots, eight 
years before, had involved in all the horrors of anarchy, 
and where, when he now attempted to restore order, his 
former instruments rose against him and forced him to 
e.scape to one of your islands — I believe Dominico. Of 
this island, in return for his hospitable reception, he took 
plans, according to which our General Lagrange en- 
deavoured to conquer it last spring. Lacrosse is a perfect 
revolutionary fanatic, unprincipled, cruel, unfeeling and in- 
tolerant. His presumption is great, but his talents are 
trifling. 
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l*\Ri«S Oifof'cr, 1805 

M\ Loru, — I he defeat of the Austrians his excited 
great tatiifiction among our courtiers and public func- 
Honartos , but the nnss of the lohabitints here are too 
miserable to feel for an)lhing Use but their o>Nn suITenngs. 
Ihey kno^\ Ner> i\eU that c\cr) \ictor) ri\cts their fetters, 
tint no disasters can enakc them more hca\>, and no 
triumph lighter Totally indifTorcnt about cxtcrnil occur 
rences, as nell as about internal oppressions, they strite to 
forget both the past and the present, and to be indifTtrenl 
as to the future . liiej would be glad could tliey ceisc to 
feel that the) exist The police oflicers were now, with 
their gendarmes, bi>oneiing them into illumuntions for 
Bonaparte’s successes, as they dragooned them hst jear 
into rejoicings for lus coronation I ne\er obseraed before 
bo much apath) , and in mote than one place I hcarti the 
people SI), “Oh' how much better we should be with 
fewer xiuoncs and more tranquilhi), with less splendour 
and more secuntj, with an honest peace instead of a 
brilliant war" But in a countr) groaning under a military 
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government, tiie opinions of the people are counted for 
nothing. 

At IMadamc Joseph ]?onaparte’s circle, however, the 
countenances were not so gloomy. 'I’here a real or affected 
joy seemed to enliven the usual dulncss of these parties ; 
some actors were repeating patriotic verses in honour of the 
victor ; while others were singing airs or vaudevilles, to 
inspire our warriors with as much hatred towards your 
nation as gratitude towards our Emperor. It is certainly 
neither philosophical nor philanihropical not to exclude the 
vilest of all passions, hatred, on such a happy occasion. 
Martin, in the dress of a conscript, sang six long couplets 
against the tyrants of the seas ; of which I was only able 
to retain the following one : — 

Jc (ICh's/f le J5eii|)le anglais, 

Jc (Mcslc son ininisli-TC ; 

J'aimc i’Empcrcur ties Fnancais, 

J’aiinc la paix, je hais la guerre; 

Mais puisqu’il faul la soiitcnir 
Contre une A’aCion Satirms^i', 

Mon plus doux, inon plus grand desir 
Esl de inontrer lout mon courage. 

But what arrested my attention, more than anything 
else which occurred in this circle on that evening, was a 
printed paper mysteriou.sly handed about, and of which, 
thanks to the civility of a counsellor of state, I at last 
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got 1 Sight It \\-as ^ list of those persons, of different 
coumnes, whom the Emperor of the French has /sfJ 
upon to rff^are afl tkt an tenl dynasties of Luryf' snlh n 
n^nh \ears /> co}n/ From the names of these indmduah, 
some of whom are kno^rn to me, I couM perceive that 
Itonajwrti. had more difticultv to select proper Empero-s, 
Ivinsts and Efectors, than he would have had, some vears 
arjo to choo«e directors or consuls. Our ircon-i«*encv is 
however evident even here, I did not read a name that 
IS not found in the annal> of Jacobrnitm and republicanL.Qi 
^^e have, at the ^me time, tak-en care not to fo-get our 
selves in this new dis^bunon of supremaev I ranee is to 
fumj«h the Mock of the new dvnasCes for ■\u.'ima, England, 
Spam Denmark ard Sweden What would vou thvnE 
were vou to awake one mommg the subject of King Arthcr 
O Connor the First ’ ^ ou would. I dare 'av be even more 
surpn^ed than I am tn being the 'subject of Napoleon 
Bonaparte the Firii ^ou know, I «;uppo e, tha* 0 Connor 
js a general of dm ion, and a commander of the Legion of 
Honour the bosom fnend of Tallevrand and couriin" at 
this moment, a voung ladv, a relation of our Eojpre>s, whose 
portion mav one dav be an empre. But I am told that 
no'with'^tand ng Talleviand- recommendations, ard the ap- 
probation of Her ■Maie<tv, the lads pwifeis a colonel her 
to the In h rreneral Should, however, 


own countnTfiar 
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our Emperor announce his determination, she would be 
obliged to marry as he commands, were he even to give 
her his groom, or his horse, for a spouse. 

You can form no idea • how wretched and despised all 
the Irish rebels are here. O’Connor alone is an exception ; 
and this he owes to Talleyrand, to Ceneral Valence and to 
Madame de Genlis ; but even he is looked on with a sneer, 
and, if he ever was respected in England, must endure with 
poignancy the contempt to which he is frequently exposed 
in France, '\^'1len I was in your country I often heard it 
said that the Irish were generally considered as a debased 
and perfidious people, extremely addicted to profligacy and 
drunkenness, and, when once drunk, more cruelly ferocious 
than even our Jacobins. I thought it then, and I still 
believe it, a national prejudice, because I am convinced 
that the vices or virtues of all civilized nations are relatively 
the same ; but those Irish rebels we have seen here, and 
who must be, like our Jacobins, the very dregs of their 
country, have conducted themselves so as to inspire not 
only mistrust but abhorrence. It is also an undeniable 
truth that they were greatly disappointed by our former 
and present government. They expected to enjoy liberty 
and equality, and a pension for their treachery; but our 
police commissaries caught them at their landing, our 
gendarmes escorted them as criminals to their place of 

17 


VOL. II 



258 TIIF SECRET HISTORY OF 

destimtton nnd there the> received just enough to prevent 
them from st-irving If they complained they were put m 
irons and if they attempted to escape they were sent to 
the galle)s as malefactors or shot as spies Despair there 
fore, no doubt induced manj to perpetrate acts of which 
they were accused and to rob swindle and murder because 
they were punished t? thieves and assassins But some of 
them who have been treated m the most fnendly hospitable 
and generous manner m this capital have proved themselves 
ungnteful as well as infamous. A bdy of my acquaintance 
of a once large fortune had nothing left but some furniture 
and her subsistence depended upon what she got by letting 
furnished lodgings Mischance brought three >oung Irish 
men to her house who pretended to be in dail> expectation 
of remittances from their country and of a pension from 
Bonaparte Dunng six months she not only lodged and 
supported them but embarrassed herself to procure them 
linen and a decent apparel At last she was informed that 
each of them had been allowed sixty 1 vres — £,2 los— in 
the month, and that arrears had been paid them for nine 
months Their debt io her v as above three thousand 
j,yj-e5 — — but the day after she asked for payment 
the) decamped and one of them persuaded her daughter 
T girl of fourteen to elope with him and to assist him in 
robbing her mother of all her plate He has indeed been 
0 
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since anotcil ;^iul senlcnced to the g;i!!cys for eight years; 
hm (his pimishinent neither |•e^Ioret] the (laughter her 
virttie nor tisc mother her prttpcriy. 'I’he other two denied 
tlteir debts, aiul, as site Itnd no other evidence but lier 
own scraps of accounts, ihiw conld not be forced to jrav; 
their obdnrate clTronteiy and infamy, however, excited such 
an indignatioit in tlu- jndges. that they delivered tlnan 
over as swindicis to the rrUmnti! Contr/ionu/ ; ;md the 
minister of p(i]ice uniered them to be Itanspoited ;is rogues 
and v.'igabonds to the e<^!onie^. 'I'he danghler died shortly 
after, in conscijiience of a misc.nriage, and the mother did 
not survive her more than a month, and ended her days in 
the Hotel 1 >ien, one of tnir eominon hosjrilals. 'I'lnis, these 
depraved young men mined and murdered their benefactress 
and lier child ; and tli'-playcd. before (bey were tliirty, such 
a consummate villainy as few wret< hes grown lioary in vice 
have j)erpetrated. This act of scandalous notoriety injured 
the Irish reputation very much in (his country; for here, 
as in many’ other jilaces, inconsiderate jjeople are apt to 
judge a whole nation according to the behaviour of some 
few of its outcasts. 


1 7—2 



rni S»CKIT «IJ.TOR\ Of 


i.r/rruR lwv 


I’vms Octolery 1805 

Mn I.nKn, -The i>bn of the ciinpugn of the Austrians 
i*. iniontprchcif'ihJc to all our militarj men — not on account 
of Its profundii), hut on account of its absurditj or inco- 
horcncj In the present circumstances, half measures must 
atwa)> Ik* tiestructise, ami it is belter to stnke strongly and 
lirmlj than justly To im-adc Ihsan.a without disarming the 
hasarnn arms, and to enter Suabia and jet acknowledge 
the neutrabi) of Switzcrlaml, are such political and military 
errors as rcijuirc long successes to repair, but which such 
an enemy as Ilonapartc always takes care not to leave 
unpunished 

The long inactivity of (he army under the Archduke 
Charles Ins as much sutpnscd us as the defeat of the army 
under General son Mack, but from what I know of the 
former, I am persuaded that he would long since have 
pushed forward had not his movements been unfortunately 
combined with those of the latter Ihe House of Lorraine 
never produced a more valiant warrior, nor Austna a more 
liberal or better instructed statesman, than this Prince Heir 
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to the talents of his ancestors, he has commanded with 
glor}'^ against France during the revolutionary war; and, 
although he sometimes experienced defeats, he has rendered 
invaluable services to the chief of his House by his courage, 
by his activity, by his constancy, and by that salutary firm- 
ness which, in calling the generals and superior officers to 
their duty, has often reanimated the confidence and the 
ardour of the soldier. 

The Archduke Charles began, in 1793, his military 
career under the Prince of Coburg, the commander-in-chief 
of the Austrian armies in Brabant, where he commanded 
the advanced guard, and distinguished ‘imself by a valour 
sometimes bordering on temerity, but\ ich by degrees 
acquired him that esteem and popularity among the troops 
often very advantageous to him afterwards. He was, in 
1794, appointed governor and captain-general of the Low 
Countries, and a field-marshal lieutenant of the army of the 
German empire. In April, 1796, he took the command- 
in-chief of the armies of Austria and of the empire, and, 
in the following June, engaged in several combats with 
General Moreau, in which he was repulsed, but in a 
manner that did equal honour to the victor and to the 
vanquished. 

The Austrian army on the Lower Rhine, under General 
Wartensleben, having, about this time, been nearly dispersed 
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bj (Itntn! Jouwhn, the Archduke left some divisions of 
his forces under (ienenl Uniour, to impede the progress of 
Nforeiu, and went with the remainder into Innconia, 
where he defeated Jourdan near Ambcrg and \U1r7burg, 
routed his arny entircl), and forced hmi to repass the 
Riiint in the greatest confusion, and with immense loss 
Hie retreat of ^^orcau was the consequence of the vac 
tones of this Prince After the capture of Kehl, in Januarj, 
i 7 fJ 7 » he assumed the command of the armj of Ital>, 
where he in vam emptojed all his cflbrls to put a stop to 
the vacionous progress of Itonapartc, with whom at last ho 
signed the prelinimancs of peace at Ix.oben In the spring 
of 1799, he again defeated Jourdan m Suabia, as he had 
done two jears before m 1 raneonia , but m Switzerland 
he met with an abler adversar) in General Massena, still, 

I am inclined to think that he disph)cd there more real 
talents than anjavhere else and that this part of his 
campaign of 1799 was the most interesting, in a militar) 
point of view 

The most implacable enemies of the politics of the 
House of Austria render justice to the plans, to the frank 
ness, to the moralitj of Archduke Charles and, what is 
remarkable, of all the chiefs who have commanded against 
revolutionary 1 ranee, he alone has seized the true manner 
of combating enthusiasts or slaves , at least, his proclama 
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tions are the only ones conipo.sed with adroitness, and are 
wliat they ought to be, because in them an appeal is made 
to the public opinion at a time when opinion almost con- 
•stitutes half the strength of armies. 

The present opposer of this Prince in Italy is one of 
our best, as well as most fortunate, generals, A Sardinian 
subject, and a deserter from the Sardinian troop.s, he as- 
sisted, in 1792, our commander, General Anselm, in the 
conquest of the county of Nice, rather as a spy than as a 
soldier. His knowledge of the Maritime Alps obtained, in 
jtyQS? place on our staff, where, from the services he 
rendered, the rank of a general of brigade was soon con- 
ferred on him. In 1796 he was promoted to serve as a 
general of division under Bonaparte in Italy, where he 
distinguished himself so much that when, in 1798, General 
Berthier was ordered to accompany the army of the East 
to Egypt, he succeeded him as commander-in-chief of our 
troops in the temporar}' Roman Republic. But his merci- 
less pillage, and, perhaps, the idea of his being a foreigner, 
brought on a mutiny, and the Directory was obliged to 
recall him. It was his campaign in .Switzerland of 1799, 
and his defence of Genoa in- rSoo, that principally ranked 
him high as a militar)’ chief. After the battle of Marengo, 
he received the command of the army of Italy : but his 
extortions produced a revolt among the inhabitants, and 



Tin SICMT lllSTOjn Ol 


2f4 

lit IivLtl for soiiit tient in rttrtit md disgnct^ after a 
Moltni ({inrrtl with Hompartt, during uhich man) se\cre 
irullis utrt Mid and heard on l>olh sides 

\fier the IVace of fmiciillc, he seemed inclined to 
join More-au, and otlitr discontented gentrals but obser\ 
mg no doubh their want of aicws and union he retired 
to an estate he has Iiought near Pans, where Bonaparte 
MMlcd him after the rupturi. with )Our countrj, and made 
him, wt nn> tonclude, such offers as tempted him to leave 
hjs retreat J-ast je-ar he was nominated one of our 
1 nipcrors field marshals, and as such he relieved Jourdan 
of the command in tlic kingdom of Ilal> He has pur 
< based u//A tt farf of lus spoil, for fifteen millions of 
hvres ;^625 ooo— properi), m innee and Italj , and is 
considered worth double that sum in jewels, mone) and 
other valuables. 

Massena is called m Prance, the spoiled child of for 
tune and as Bonaparte like our former Cardinal Matann 
has more confidence m fortune than in merit, he is, perhaps, 
more indebted to the former than to the latter for his 
present situation lus familiant) has made him disliked at 
our Imperial Court where he never addresses Napoleon 
and Madame Bonaparte as an Emperor or an Empress 
without smiling 

General St C>t our second in command of the army 
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!i<‘ ‘•rrVitl jn I'.aly. ;>.;ui in t.'-Mi'ji iu’ I'oiniii.indctl llu; 
Ofiitrc 03 ;;ir .,;niy n 3 ih,‘ Rinjir, and in I'nining 

ir.r- vi( 3ory oi' i In!!' .Xft'-r liic I’c.n c of I.nncville, 
Ju' '-.-.s a < nii:iM-!!n} n|' >.3aU' of the military 

M-etjon. a. td.n.- i,.- .till oeetipic'.. liotwilhsiaiulinit; his 


prc*-! .n: omphofin iJt, '1 ijeamh uttiler Ante year.-' of ai^e, 

he is rati-ii r itjtiin!, f'tin, ti’.e laiiitises he has undeiL;oiic 
and tlse v.nuiiils lie iia- r<eti\ed. Altiioujdi he has never 
eonjhaJ' d ; a pefi'eraMn-e)!;, f, tJjcre is no donhl but tlial 
he v.onld fill slab a ;ila>e v.ith hontnir to himself and 
advantage tn his entiniry. 

Of the fi-nru} ohirt-fs v.ho comiu.'ind under /\rrhdukc 
Charles, Count de llelkearile is already Icjiown by his 
exphiits dtirinj: the last v.ar. lie had distinguished him- 
self already in 1703. jiaiticularly wlieii Valenciennes and 
Mnubeiige \\e.re besieged by the united Austrian and 
Engdish forces ; and, iit 179-1, he commanded the column 
at the head of which the Emperor marched, when Landrecy 
was invested. In 179^'. ho was one of the members of the 
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touniil of the \rU)dult Cinrits uhtn tlm Inna vom 
iiniuUd for llu first time tv i t,tncnl tn-cliicf oo whuh 
occasion Ik wnv promoted to i fiLldnnrshnl Ittultmm 
lie di'phNtd iptn nknts tlurjnj, thi. cnmpai?n of 

«79t) Mben Ik lKide<i n mnll r^orps phctd Ixtwctn 
t tiKnt Suwirow in lt\h ntul Vnhdukc Chirks in 
Swilrcihnd ind in this dilicitc post !k ronlnbutal 
c«pnU\ to tin. sin.vs'ss of Ixith Afltr the 1 uicv of 
luiKsilk Ik ms ipiKnnitd i commindtr m-clm.f for iIk 
1 iniKror in tin. a-ifr\xnt \tiKtnn ’stntcs vherc the trooj's 
tonijiOMn^ tin. irni\ uinkr tin. AithduVt Chirks wlk, h l 
Minirntr rectistd ind imjKxlotl In him Ufon. tin imnl 
of tin. 1 nmx Ik considtnnl hv militir> nKn ns ^rtith 
suinnor to tnost of tin j^tmnls now cmplowl h\ Uk 
I nijn-ror of lurmnio 
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I Paris, October, 1805. I 

1 . 

t Avould give my brother, the Emperd,^ 
I ni'ii ■ ' pi<^ce of advice. Let him hastd^ 

of ('.crmain, onf' recollec^ 

to malu- pe-arc ^ approaching 

all States nui-^t Lorraine must impress him wi]^, 

extinction of tin paragraplt to 

! "Ml I' ‘niteur. he discovered an arriire pensL, 
horror. \\ hcii ’ ^ ,} 

, , . , politicians, but never before avowed b,, 

mserlccl in the P 

, , 1)\ I linisters. “That he has determined o„ 

long suspected ' ^ 


, . , pis -c of di'nasties, because a usurper ca,^, 

himself, or b\ 1 

, ban ety or honour as long as any legitimaiic. 

the univeisal v •’ o j o jjs 

. p s ■ his power, or reproach him for h' ,, 

never reign i\itl 

,.Pui ‘ih prosperity, or infatuated with vanij. 
prince ina) dr r r j n, 

... :1 1 oke a language - which his placeme,. 

rank. Lleiatei ,F 


never reign i\itl 


and pride, he 
courtier-,, and 
prcniaiu7-c. if 1 


not read in t 
which the mos' 
kind has de'-ti' 


his brother Joseph, at first thougl^^ 
ei ( indiscreet. If all lawful sovereigns ci^ 
aot words their proscription, and the fai, 

1 . j 

besi . .r 1 usurper that ever desolated mai^j^ 
t [ for them, it may be ascribed to th| 
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'Mifi Mliith I’roMdttK-t. iti its wnth soineijmes 
^ nU tfio <. ({ Kinitd to Ih, j,nnd Lxinjpks of the iicjssj 
of huiintj lift 

' Hfftjnnd, vitd I^uis Itompirle, m his wifes 

room, ' btt-n li) tii) broditrs side he "oiild not 
fn^c nmitccsNinl) -ihrmtU or -iwikcncd those «bom n 
should ln\c (hxii his |>ohc> to keep in i soft slumber 
imtd fus hfowH hid fiui them down to nst no more, but 
hi' sofditr hkt frtinhiest frequcotl) injures his political 
Mtws. I his I m\s<{/ /card l^un saj to Abbe Si^jes 
thou,,h s».\cnl fortij,n imtwssador- were in the saloon 
ntir enough not to miss i word IC it wis reaffy meant 
Is 1 rtdfction On Najiofton it wis imprudent if designed 
Is 1 dtfiinct to othtr pnnc<,s it wis unbecoming and* 
inijn-rtuKHt I am mthned to behc'e it, considenng the 
mUisutuil to sshom it sms iddrcssed a premeditited de 
chntion lint our rmperor expected i universaJ war was 
prciwred for it ind «"is certain of its fortunate issue 

Uhen this ijicjcs is often consulted and publicly 
flittered, our politicnm say, Uoe to the happiness of 
soitfeigns and to the tronijoillity of subjects the bend 
of manUnd is busy, and it x'ork and in fact ever since 
r;Sp the infinious evabW bis figured either as a plotter 
or as in ictor in ill our dreadful md sangumar) revolu 
lionar) epochas The accomplice of La Fayette m n^9 
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<'f lUisvfn in i79>, of Marat in 1702. of Robespierre in 
of 'iaUien in J71)}. of Itauas in 1705. of Rewhel in 
1707. and of Ronapatie in 1700, lie has hiihcrlo planned, 
served. betra\ed or deseiied ail factions. He is one of 
the few of our prand etiniinnls. whf). after enticing and 
saeritieing lii*' associate'', has been fortunate enough to 
survive them. Honaji.irie has hea]ird upon him presents, 
place's and pensions ; national property, senatories, knight- 
hoods and jialaccs : but he is, neveitheless, not supjiosed 
one of our Kmperot's most <Iutifui suiijeets. because man\ 
of the late ehangi's h.iw differed Irom his meta])hysical 
si'hemes of innovation, of regeneration, and of overthrow. 
He h.a.s K'o high an <'j)ini(m of his own deseits not to 
* consider it beiie.ith his philosophic.il dignity to be a con- 
tented subject of a fellou -subject, elevated into supremacy 
by his labours and dangers. llis n!ocic<:(y has-, for the.se 
siNtecn year.s jiast, ascribed to his talent.s all the ghny and 
pro'ipcnly of hVance, and all her mi.scry and misfortunes 
to the disregard of his counsels, and to tlic neglect of his 
•advice. I’onaparte knows it : and that he is one of those 
crafty, sly, and dark conspirator.s, more dangerous than the 
bold assassin, who, by sophistry, art and perseverance 
insinuate into the minds of the unw.ary and daring, the 
ideas of their plots, in such an insidious manner that they 
t.akc them and foster them as the production of their own 
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lo U.m mvhimtwm anm^t iluonci A courier 

tn’*n laUfxuTid ni lo jjt)ju;nru at UJnj ms 

trtdftcti lo lo Uitf rorjn und'T the eomnntul of 

Marnio i’, to ttfmi}, jo ca^c tijc. f m|v ror Iwd adwnced 
ti*i fir n'o f.c'iiviiij, lu fo tkhver Im paj^rs. Tho 
r<> incf ^l!rI *uril and intcmiji'cil b) ^otnt Austnnn 

} < t ? tfivij V nml a\ I' nsi onf) *^0101. kiv hours after 
Ijrtn^ if\fn»p f\\ of iJns oip’u'i that Uomiwrtc expresswi 
frinVlc, T% tcHtcrl alio\c» il m*. suppo'cd bj his 
a'rn ikit the \ustrnn f^ottrnmtnt had ilrcad) m Ks 
jvmrr nltult mule our xclietiux of m/Tinormt 

nt I’nii no Icn.cr im nirus it \ anna I he wnttr of 
tht' li’lrr uidcil tlui (»en«.nl Mirmoni i\is hiphl) dis 
iri.'XMtl on acumm of this accuknt, t\bich might retard iht. 
proijHxt of ri>'onhj, (o f tirojie us long lost peace and inn 

quiHitt 

^ll^ oTircr inadu his fir»t campaign under I'lchcgru 
m 179} and «aS «n I7y<», appomted b\ llonaparte one of 
hl^ atdearkoamp Ills etlucation had been entire!) mdi 
tin. and m ihu pnriict tin, war nfibrdcd him he soon 
ciamctl hOM wlU lu, remembered the lessons of theor) 

In tlu \car i7c/«, at the batik of Sami Georges, before 
he chargetl at the head of the eighth haltahon 
of gruindurs, and coninbulcd much to its fortunate issue 
In Octolu-r of the same jear, Ronaparle, as a mark of 
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his s< nJ him !.> prcsen! (d ihr Director}- the 

jUKncnms cnloms uhi-'h ih<- atniy of It;sly had rotuiucrcd ; 
fro:n ulmm Is- r^*- ' i\'cd it? f<-turji a pair of pistols, with a 
fr.i?ef?!.)l hi?.: ifom (\>r:u>:. On Ins rclurn lo haly he u'.is, 
fur the fsr^; liin*'. umpluu,.! ji-.- hi-, chief in a political 
r.!pif-i!v. A jcp'.jhlic. aj'.d iiothitry hut a rc-pulilic, hcitig 
tl’.cn the order oj r!v> ui}. s mu li.iiian patriots were con- 
voked at K-i arr.mce a plan for a ( a'salpine Republic, 

and tor tlu: incur;- jratiur; v.ith it of Modena, RcrIoL'na and 
<!the: n-.'Utr.d states ; Marrrtoni was nominated a I-'rench 
repti'Oiiean plenip.itrntiar}, .--aul assi..te<l as such in the 
oicaniAation of a < •mimon-.v.-.dth. which since has been hy 
turm a prmtrtK- of Au.-ati.r or a tributary state of I-’rance. 

Marmont. thou-’h creaibatirijr for ;i bad cause, is an 
h'me'l m.rn ; ids batiiis ate neither soilcil with jrlunder, 
nor stained v. i’b i»!oud. itunaparle, anuriirt his other 
<}ua!ities, wishe-r to see everyone ahfuit him rich ; and those 
who have been iof> dvlieate to accumulate wealth hy pillage, 
he gencniiiy prrrvidcs for. hy jmtting into recjuisiLion some 
great heireSs. After the Peace of Camirtr i-'ormio, J^ona- 
parle arrived at I’aris, where he demanded in marriage 
for his aide-de-earnp Marmrjnt, Mademoiselle Perrcgcaux, 
lire sole chilri of the first hanker in l-'rance, a well-educated 
and accomplished young lady, who would be much more 
agreeable did not her continual smiles and laughing indi- 
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iMr A ^if \cIf«ii»ficiion aiul tonipf-iccnc)- whlcli 

iiuy ly frit, Imt nocr lo Iva putthUicd. 

'IJif* lunlcf, iVrirKcati^ U one of ihc^c fortunate 
«ho. Ijy and a^'iuluil), }U5 succeeded in 

^mr (ex Nc-r* tn mile an ampfc fuTiunc. A Swm by 
b'rJti, liVc Nulrr, he also, like lum, after |;raufjing the 
of aiuhti, an ambition to shine in other 

('arcs tiun in the rountm/!iou«c and «(>on iJic exchange. 
I ndrr I.a fa)ritp, m he »\ax the chief of a batulion 

of th'* jfi National f»t«fdx, under Kobcxpttfre, a coni* 
imv^uma for jmrclusm^ proxi'ionx , and under Itonapartc 
he i\ Kxtunc a *<nitur ami a commander of the f^'on 
of llononr 1 am tli.it he lias made all lux monc) by 
his coiUKctions with sour countrj , but I intKt' ihil the 
fjiountc of N’a}K))con »-a» ncicf be the fnend of Great 
Hnt.i!n lie IS a widower, but ^^adcmolsc^c Man, of the 
I.mjM-ror s theatre, coosoIcn him for the loss of his wife. 

I'ltncral Mamiont accom|vimcd Konapartc to tgjTh 
.ind distinguishctl himself at the capture of Malta, and 
when, in the following >c.ir, the siege of St. Jean d'Acre 
was undertaken, he was ordered to c.xlend the fortifications 
of Alex-indm, and if, m iSoi, they retarded )Our progress, 

U was owing to his abilities, being an officer of engineers 
as well as of the artiUcr) He returned with Bonaparte to 
I'.uroiH., and was, after his usurpation, made a counsellor 
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of Mate. A*, silc bntsh- ttf MarcnL,'o he eonimanded the 
anillcry. .uk! ^i;:suvl after u.ud*.'. with the Aitslrintj gciicml, 
('ounl nohen'eUent. the Arnh'-tiee of 'I'reviso, wliich pre- 
ci.'tied sh.ort!y the 1‘e.ieo of lanuvillf. Xotliing ha'r ahnted 
Itemapaitc's attaehte.cju to this tilheer, whom he appointed 
a comn^ae.der iivehi'-f Jo HoHand, when a eliange of govern- 
ment wa': intettr'eil there, atu! whom he will entriist every- 
where els-’, w’here sowreienity i'- to he aholishcd. or thrones 
and tlyrra'-tic' strlnerted. 



ffi* I'M in lie c)cn of rtoWdcncc, 

r* l»- ^ ir'!cjTrt.i*<-orr «*f «U!r^ ant! tie hbcnitn of 

*»«■« a fcUu\c{\ irM^ntfcanl pcnona?c as 

<Wtx-T3j St n (jji «{alc ihint? Ilasc, then, the Austrian 
I rttvi a I'nitr 1 r^ct r, a Uimlon, a laisct, a Hcaulicu, 
a llatMil. a IkfnJrf. a llauft)!, and numerous other 
\ i! ant atid jjtcat namnn left no jioslcnt) hchind them; 
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or has the prcsunipiioii of (’.cneral von Mack imposed upon 
the judgment of the counsellors of his Prince? This latter 
must have been the case ; how otherwise could the welfare 
of their Sovereign have been entrusted to a military (}uack, 
whose want of energy and bad dispositions had, in 1799, 
delivered uj) the capital of another Sovereign to his enemies. 
How many reputations are gained by an impudent assurance, 
and lost when the man of talents is called upon to act and 
the fool presents himself. 

Baron von iMack served as an aide-de-camp under Field- 
marshal Laudon, during the last war between iVustria and 
Turkey, and disjilaycd some intrei)idity, particularly before 
Lissa. The Austrian army was encamped eight leagues 
from that place, and the commander-in-chief hesitated to 
attack it, believing it to be defended by thirty thousand 
men. To decide him upon making this attack, Baron von 
Mack left him at nine o’clock at night, crossed the Danube, 
accompanied only by a single Uhlan, and penetrated into 
the suburb of Idssa, where he made prisoner a Turkish 
officer, whom, on the next morning at seven o'clock, he 
presented to his general, and from Avhom it was learnt 
that the garrison contained only six thousand men. This 
personal temerity, and the applause of Field - marshal 
Laudon, procured him then a kind of reputation, which 
he has not since been able to support. Some theoretical 
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Rhine. In h'ebruary he conducted fifteen thousand of 
the troops of tliis army to reinforce the army of Italy ; 
but when Bonaparte in April penetrated into Styria and 
Carinthia, he was ordered to Vienna as a second in 
command of the levy cti masse. 

Real military characters had already formed their opinion 
of this officer, and saw a presumjituous charlatan where 
others had admired an able warrior. His own conduct 
soon convinced them that they neither had been rash nor 
mistaken. 'J'Jie King of Naples demanding, in 179S, from 
his son-in-law, the Emperor of Germany, a general to 
organize and head his troops, Baron von Mack was pre- 
sented to him. After war had been declared against 
I'rancc he obtained some success in partial engagements, 
but was defeated in a general battle by an enemy inferior 
in number. In the kingdom of Naples, as well as in the 
empire of Germany, the fury of negotiation seized him 
when he should have fought, and when he should have 
remembered' that no compacts can ever be entered into 
with political and military earthquakes, more than with 
physical ones. This imprudence, particularly as he was a 
foreigner, e.xcited suspicion among his troops, whom, instead 
of leading to battle, he deserted, under the pretence that 
his life was in danger, and surrendered himself and his 
staff to our commander, Championnet. 



Tin sjcKii insToiu oi 




A who i-i f\* / nf of his hft o%hl nt\i.r (o 

tn!«r T nm|\ mu<h Uss to lomnnnU 'irmits, iml n mihhr\ 
<huf wlio iJ«Ks not coosidtr ||il Inppintss nnd lionour of 
ihi Suit IS 1 ms r)r>t {KisMort nntl lus first <hU), stul prt.hr^ 
LMstiivc to ^1or) dcst-nos to Ih. shot ns n tnilor or 
druiMimd om of \\\c nrm) ns a tlnslnriUj row nul Without 
imntiontM^ ihi. luimiToiis roihtnr) fnutis commuted hj 
(nnsrnl \on Mnek (huinj» this ctmjuipi il t\ impossibh to 
tkn\ tint with usiK'vi to his own troops he romhictcsl 
himself in tin tiunt jniMlUnimotis mnnntr It Ins oflm 
Ih-lh rejKitnl lint untinl \-nloiir slots not nhnss contlimc 
with it lint covirrm ntul tint nceesvtrj pascitie of miml 
nhirh knows how to slirnl or repress imiltituiles how to 
ioninnml oUshenec nnd ohtun |M>p«luit) hut when *1 min 
is eiitnisietl with the s.nfct> of nn empire nntl nssumes siieh 
n hriUnnt situnlton he must Ik. wenkmiiuleil niu\ despienble 
irnUcsl if be elQe*s not show himself worth) of it b) eii 
elLnsournv siiceienl or |Krish m the nllempt Ihe 
! rench emip,nnt (lenenl Punns csinccel wlnt mi.tht hn'e 
been tlone teen with the ihspmtctl Neijrohtin trooivs, 
uhom he neither deserteel nor with wliom be offered to 
enpiUihte 

Ihron son Mnek n m n Sst) infirm stnte of beillh 
nnd is often itiuler (he nccessttj of betttg e irriexl on n 
litter and Ins bodds comphints luse Cerlnui!) not m 
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creased the rigour of his mind. His love of life seems to 
augment in proportion as its real value diminishes. As to 
the report here of his having betrayed his trust in ex- 
changing honour for gold, I believe it totally unfounded. 
Our intriguers may have deluded his understanding, but 
our traitors would never have been able to seduce or shake 
his fidelity. His head is weak, but his heart is honest. 
Unfortunately, it is too true that, in turbulent times, irre- 
solution and weakness in a commander or a minister 
ojjcrate the .same, and are ns dangerous as treason. 
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